
IDIOTISM -AND GOITRES.

There's a paper in The Memoirs, df the Literary and PhilosopliJ
cal Society of Manchester,..by.Mr. K. Wood, Suîgeon, which conl
tains some very curioui particulars respectiig tl.e prevalence of Idiot
ism and Goitres in certaim districts in this country 1.

In a part of tie oynsl.ip of O)dli;an; caled. sholer, any atten-
tion was called td the number of idioti ; I took a lii of théirianamesè
which -I shalf take ihe liberty ofieâding. iroin Shoiver-Moor, along
the face of tie hifil following its curvature at the Dog-hill t Cromp.-
ton, and.i the irrimdiatèi neighliourhood, being an 'extent 6f abou't
three m'iles; thei-e will be. found, or have lately existed, a greater
inmber of these inidivuals, than in any other part' of the .country..
The ground faces nèeàrly ivesf, is exëssiiveÌy cxposcd to the winds
whièh cross the ýirsh àhaanel, and àiveep oer the flat butiirý load-
cd withi vapour. The ldwer part of thé. hill is lefended froim these
winds by Wernéii añid. Oldham-Edge; but as liene hlîi, grýunds de-
cline.or terminaie td. the iloi-th, tlieyfoèm, with High Croihpton, a
rougli or hol!ow, giving a diiection to the énfrents, vhich, accuidi
lating, rush up the valléy over Royton aid Shiaw, to. be intercéptea
by. the hill we ýspeak öf, against ivhlich they break with codi
sidei-able force. -The ride afong this hiill isthe dia òst bloak and colil
of afii in the neighbourhood ; the co.umtry is conmpletely unsliéltored
by trees or liedge rows ; the, soil is thinly séittered over the sùrfacò;
and the herbage scanty. At the to6i of this high groinid is a long
tract of mioss, which has lessened of laté yeais, as"an ihcreasing po-
pulation lias aiade'land rore valuable ; froin this inaishy ground fiao;
streans which contribute ta form the soùces of thé Medlock, tha
Irk, and the-Beale."

0The idiots to wldchMr. Wood alludes ai-e ninen'tcen in nùñibe
but of thiese only two of them are stated to be feiales ; and as wó'
nen are alniost invariably the subjects of goitre, it rèdùces ile iluès

tiof in:o another aid inore natural form-that if the diseases a-e eni
demic from idie saine cause, doCs it prodùce cretinism in iiinaù ad
goitré in womîari. Ceitain it is, thiat théy are not necessafily éo-éxistý
ent in the same individuail.

" The endenic ihichi is the subject of this paper, lias not, so far
as I kiiô, been connected with goitre in any of the .individuals of'
their famies, although the goitrous tumour is frequently met with in
the neighîbouioiaod, particularly in young fenales, nor hive these two'd
affections been hitherto found connected in England, except by aci-
dont. It oughît to be stated that in the short account given by the'
vriter of the article Cretin in Rees's Cyêlopoedia, iwa are told tliat.
some years ago a female Cretin of the name of Sothero-n resided ut
Hull, and another at Plymouth. The oily case in which I have seen
defect, in any part of tie nervous system conjoined ivith Goitre, is in
a young female at Hollinvood, iwhio isdeaf and dunb, with very con-
siderable fullness of the neck."

" It is à well ascertained fact, thiat goitrous families are frequent
in the valleys of the Alps, vhile they are rarely to be met with Ùa


