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The merciloss. moasures adopted towards the
Acadians, and the wanton destruction of their
possessions, form one of the darkest spots in
American history, and is ouly paralleled by the
massacre of Wyoming by the English and In-
dians, twenty-five years afterward. All that
could throw light on this dark transaction was
carofully suppressed by the English authorities,
But later investigation has discovered that the
iniquitons sentence of banishment was carried
out with hrutal viclence, Old men aud delicate
women were torts from their homes and Jeft ul!
night on the shore, exposed to the ¢old autumn
air, and no roof to shelter, no coveriug to pro-
tect them. And, although Colonel Winslow
had pledged his word of honor that families
shonld go on the sumo vessel, the agod husband
was separated from her who had been the part.
tter ol his joys and sorrows for fifty years, the
voung bride of a few weeks was torn from the
protecting arms of her husband, wilows were
separated from their ouly sons, never to meet
them again.

Colonel Winsglow received eight hundred
pounds sterling from the British Government
for driving the Acadians intv oxile. His por-
trait in the rooms of the Massachusetts Histori.
cal Society represents a;man of full fuce, fair com-
plexion, blue eyes and smiling month.  He died
i 1773, aged seventy-three years. His family
ware tories during the American  Revolution,
aud were obliged to seek refuge in Nova Scotia
when the British evacuated Boston in 1775,

Ounly a mournful tradition remains of the
beauntiful village of Grand I1é; a few weeping
willows mark the spot where once stood the
happy home of Evangeline, and forever sing the
requiemn of her doomed people, while

¢ Under the shude of their branches
Drwell another race with other customs and language.””
= FEugene L, Didier in the dmerican

AT THE PLAY IN THE SINXTEENTH
CENTURY.

The Italian comedians at the Court of Franee
in the reign of Charles IX., Henry 1., Henry
IV, and Lownis XTI, are the subject of a new
volume, by M. Armand Baschet, which has ap-
peared in Paris, with the title, *¢ Les Comediens
Italirns &t la Cour de France” (Plon & Co.b,
The author, M. Baschet, is an ornament of that
particular and happy class of men who make it
the business of their lives to hunt out, group
and utilize documents.  Five aud twenty years
ago, M. Baschet received the mission to explore
the archives of Venice. Ie has published a
dozon volunaes of the highest importance, giving
the results of his explaration, and at the present
moment he is still exploriug the archives of
Northern Italy on behalf of the British Govern-
ment.  The archives of the House of Gonzague,
at Mantua, have been M. Daschet’s richest
sourcs of documents for information concerning
the fine arts, literature and political life, two
hundred yeursago. Inthese arehives M. Baschet
had discovered precions documents relating to
the life of Andrea Mantegna, lettors of Aldus
Manutius to Isabella Jd'Este, letters ¢ Hubens,
and, fiually, the documents relating ta the
It alian comediang in France.

The reason why the archives of the soverrign
House of Mantua offer more documents then
any other archives on so special u subjeet, ix
simply this. The dukes of Maniua had from
very early times a troupe of comedians in or-
dinary, which they permitted to give perform.
ances elgewhere than ar Mantua st different
times aul by previons agreement.  Troupes
would be furined under a collective name, as
the ** decesiy,” (the iuflamed)) the ¢ #odt,"
{the faithfuly) the “ Confidents,” (the confideut,))
which were and called themselves the comedians
of il Signor ¢olc Mantva. Ina word, for nearly
half a century, llis Most Serene Highness of
Mauntua was the pateen, the recognized pro-
tector, master, Macenas and fnipressuro, of the
best compnnies of Italian players, and the kings
aud potentates who wers desirous of having the
lItalian comedy at their Cowrts used to apply to
their cousin of Mantua. Piquant negotiations
were opened and infinite diplomaey was display-
ed in order to secure the services of AArlequiy,
Fideling Lelio, Seapin, Rinocerontoawd Turbclla.
The comediang, themselves, were in correspond-
ence with sovereigns, and queens stood god-
mother to their children. It will readily be
imagined that M. Baschet has found interesting
material in the letters, requests treaties, notes
and messages concerning the comedians of the
Houss of Mantaa, Hix new wvolame is, of
course, above all a beok of documents, and,
therefare, a book for speciulists interested in
the study of the French stage befora Molivre ;
but the story that these Jocuments tell is so full
of curious details that I venturs to say some-
thing about it to the generil reader.

The Italian comedy, played in Paris by Halinn
compnuies, dates from the reign of Charles 1X.
The comedy in iquestion was the “commedia
dell’ arte,” in contradistinetion to the ¢ comma-
dia gostenute,’ or comedy recited and compused
according to the conventianal, classical rules.
The commedia dell’ arle was a comedy impro.
vised, developed, furnished with details, by the
juspiration and according to the caprive of the
actory, on oo subject agreed upon beforehand
or npoh a very suwmmary seenasoo. The origin
of tis kind of comedy may be oaced to the
Yo Atellane fubule’ ol the ancient Roman Cam.
prania ; in teality, it was rought into vogue
about the year 1526 by the Venetian, Ruzzante
whose work permits us to regurd the commedia
dell' wrte as a2 mnse of the same blowt and of the

same nobility as the muse of Shakespears and of
Moliere. Ruzzante's improvisations found ox-
cellent interpreters and imitators. Companies
were formed, and some crossed the mountains
and visited Vienna und Spuin. The first regular
and well-organized company of Italian comedians
came to Paris in 1571, on the ocecasion of
Charles 1X.’s ontrance into Paris after his mar-
riage. It was of this company that Lord Duck-
hurst wrote to Queen Flizabeth : “The 41th of
this month, the King procured the Duke de
Nevers to invite ma to diner, whero we found a
sumptuous feste and of gret honour, adorned wy
musick of a most excellent und stravge conserts,
and wi a comedy of Italians that for the gool
mirth and bandling thereof deserved singnlar
commendacion.”’ Thix company appesrs to have
spent a considerable time in France, where the
improvised play and the acrobatic feats were
qulte new, .

Henri I took particular pleasare in the
Italian play, and even in the midst of the
Haguenot  troubles he sent for the fameus
*elosi” troupe, which arrived at RBlois in
January, 1577, in the midst of the great com.
pany atteacted to that towsa by the session of
the States-General.  The jonroey of the come-
dinns had noi. heen without accident. When
alinost at their destination, the Huguenots taok
them prisoners, and the King had t5 ransom
them. The night of their arrival, they played
before thie King in the splendid state-room of
the Chateau de Blois, which was * hung with a
rich tapestry with figures and interwoven with
thraads of gold.”  Napeleon, with his ¢ pitful
of kings,” did not give Talma a finer andience
or 8o fine a stage as the lalian comedians had
when they played hefore the notibilities of the
Statas-General,  The ¢ 7elosi ™ played with
immense success at Blois, until the spring, al-
though *¢ the preacher had said in the presence
of the King that it was wicked to go to see
them.” Then they went to Parig, where, ac-
cording to a temporary chronicler, they attracted
*such a concourse and aflluence of people as
the four best preachers in Puris hwl never had
together when they preached.” And yet the
preachers preached against the players, and the
King’s Parliament declared that the comedies
were ouly ““aschool of debauchery for the youth
of both sexes of the town of Daris.’”” Bt the
¢ felosidid not fear anvthing so long as they
enjoved the favor of the King, and consequently
the favor of the Court.

It would be interesting to find out whether
thisz company of “ Gulogi ™ is the same which we
tind at London in the following year, 1578, of
which Payne Col ‘vr mentions: * There was
an bodian eowipediante, named Drmsiano, and
his company, in London, in Januery, 1573."
Flsewhere, Payne Collier says ¢ # A company of
Iralian players, ons of whom was evidentiy a
tumbler or vaulter, attendad the Queen iu her
progress and performed at Windsor.” M. Baschet
hias not yet discoverad suflicient documents as
to the compasition of the company to enable us
o identify Drusiano. [ mention the conjecture
simply as interesting to those who are curtous in
the history of the English drama.

Hencelorward, companies of 1t dian comeadians
were constantly playing at Lyons, at Paris, and
wherever the Court happenad to be. It would
he tedious in this place to refer to each indivi.
dual troupe and each individual visit, Lot us
rather see the footing on which relations were
established between the ltalian playvers amd
their roval patrons. At the very end of the
sixteenth century, a super-excellent troupe of
comedians had been formed under the auspices
of the Duke of Mantua. The .d#lequin of this
company had in paticular acquired the esteem
of many sovereigus befors whom he had played,
and some of these sovereigns did not think iz
beneath their royal dignity w0 write to Messirs
Aricquein. Amonywst this number was Henri IV
who wrote to invite A/ guin and his rompany
for the fites to take place in 1600, on the oeca-
sion of his inarriage with Marie de M-dieis. The
arrungements for the journey were made by the
French ambassador, and. the comedians finally
arrived with letters of recommendation ty the
most noble lords of the French Court. Tristano
Martigelli, the fam-us ofrleguin, immediately
went ta salnte the King,  Tailemant des Reax
relates tho interview @ “The King 1ises trom
his ehair 3 Arfcguin promptly sits in i, and, as
i the King bad baen drlequin, says @ ¢ Well,
Arleguin, so you have come here with voar com.
pany tradivert meo | am well pleased. T pro-
mise tu protect you, to give you a satary ol so
mueh,” ete., ete. The King did not dare o
dixsenut, but at Iast satd to him: ** Hold ! you
have played my /e long énough ; let me play
it now.”

In 1603, Francesco Aundreini and his witls,
fsabella, the most famous comedians of the
time, came to Paris with their company, at the
fuvitution of the King an-d Queen. ThisIsabella
was a very remarkabls v oman, who was honored
just as if she had beew a woman of coudition, as
the term was.  ‘here is no laudatory expression
that her contammporaries disl not employ in her
waise,  High and low applanded sod declared
ver trivmph. At Rome, Cardinal Aldobrandini
lavished: upon her the greatest honors of his
table, and Aviosto and Tasso the still greater
lionor of their sonncts. Academies wdmitted
her amongst their members and erowned her for
her poetry and her plays, which she dedicated
to the King and to the greatest Iadies and gen-
tlomen of the Court; for, besides being am
nctress, Isabelln was an exquisite pootess.  And,
when Isabella and her company roturned to
ftaly, the King aud the Queen gave her private
letters fo the prinees of Mantun, testifying to

their esteom of the lady and to the pleasure that
her company had given themn. Bat then, sud.
denly, in 1604, while on her way home, 1sabella
died at Lyons. The town of Lyons honored her
funera! by homage that was rare, indeed, for an
actresy, and, what is still more remarkable, she
was equally honored by the Chureh,  although
the Churel in after years, refused burial to the
actor and author, Molicre. Nevertheless, in
the register of the Charch of the Holy Cross, at
Lyons, may be read this entry : “ Friday, June
11th, after vespers, “was interred the body of
the Dame Elisabelle Andreini, defunect, native
of Padua, in her life wife of Francesco Andreini,
of Florence, comadian. She died with the com-
mop report of being one of the rarest women in
the world, both for learning and as speaking
fairly in several kinds of tongues. They gave
for the fees five crowns, and five for permission
to place a stone with her nams and arms near
the pillar of holy-watar vessal.”

Prerre Mathieu, the contemporary historian of
Henry 1V, and the best historian of his time,
mentions Isabella’s company, her talents and
her death, “If she had lived in Greece,”” he
says, ‘“ at the time when the comedy was in
vogue, she would have had statues erected in
her honor and reccived on the stage as many
crowns of flowers as the bad players received
stores.” In default of a statue, Isabella had a
splendid medal engraved in her memory. There
are two copies in the Naticnal Library in Paris.
The meidal bears her effigy, her name, her qua-
lity of commediant: in the  Giplosi " compiny,
and these two words : ¢ JFiernz fama.”

M. Baschet prints many letters and documents
which go to prove that the nature of comedians
was the same two hundred years ago as it is
new ; the only ditference is that in thoese days it
was the ambassadors of kings who were charged
with appeasing jealousy and applying soothing
balms to woun:lal vanity. Arlequin and lu
signora Florinde intrigned against each other
with Macchiavellian incssc to have the direction
of the company. The Queen-Regent writes
letter after letter. Cardinal de Gonzague is
called in to settle difliculties between the ac.
tresses, Flominin and  Florinde.  Arlequin
writes {0 the Quesn, addressing her as ¢ com-
mére,” and the Queen actually holds one of
Arfequin’s children over the baptismal fout,
In short, it required two years' continual nego-
tiations hefore the regent, Marie de Medicis,
could get the famous .rlequin, Martinelli, and
his company to Paris, where they were hand-
somely treated and richly paid. This drlequin
—* Daminus  Arlechinorum,” as he signed
himself,—becamne very rich, both in money and
in Jand, as may be seen from his will and codi-
cils, citad by M. Paschet. But for capricious.
ness and vanity no modern diva ean be compared
ts him. Deubtless, in their iravels the ltalian
players were not the players of Searrou’s
¢ Boman Comique,” but they lived in adven-
turons times and had their share of the mishaps
that befell wayfarers in the old days. A hun-
dred years latr, Goldoni gives us alittle sketch
of some Itilian comedians starting on their
travels on board a boat. There were, he tells us,
twelve actors and actresses, a prompier, a scene-
shifter, a property man, four chambermaids,
uurses, children af all ages, dogs, cats, monkeys,
parrats, birds, pigeons, a lamb.  The boat was
a veritible ¢ Ws ark.” *The boat,” he
coutinues, *“ was very large, and divided into
compartments so that each woman had her cabin
with cartains bhefore it The leading lady
asked for some heef tea ; there was none ; she
flew into a passion ; we had all the difficulty in
the world in calining her witli a cup of chocolats.
This lady was the ugliest and worst-tempered of
the company.” It was ever thus.

The documents of the Gonzagne archives come
to an end in 1624, as far as concerns the pro-
ceedings of the comedinns.  After the death of
Duke Ferdinand, the House of Muantua was
rained in the war known as the ¢ War of the
Mantuan Saccession.” A few years after this
date, the ltalian comedy was established at
Paris, at the Palads Hoval, on the same stage
where the troupe of Molibre performed. M.
Auguste Vitu, the eminent dramatic critic, has
recently shown in the journal, Le Malidride,
in what close funiliarity Molicre lived with the
f:alian actors of his day, who-were the direct
successors of the companies whose history and
perfurmance at the Court of France M. Baschel
lias so ingenivusly recanstituted. The infiuence
of the Italians on Molic¢re is not one of their
snuallest titles to homage as persons of exquisite
wit aml talent. 1t is troe that in the France of
the present day Picerot, Arlequin, Leonder,
Casyader and Columbine in the piutomine are
the only Italian types that have sarvived.  Bat,
as Théophile Gautier has very justly observed,
the pantomime is the true hunnin comedy, and,
althongh it does not employ twe thousaud per-
sonages, like thae of M. e Balzag, it is not less
complete.  With four or five types it suilices
for everything. Creswrnsder represeuts the fannly ;
Leanider, the stupid sud well-to-do fop who
pleases the parents ; Columbing, the ideal, the
flower of wealth und beauty ; Arfequin with his
monkey's face and serpent’s body, his black
mask, his multicoloured costume, his spangles,
represents fove, wit, wmobility, boldness, all the
brilliane quaslities, all the brilliant vices ; Dicr.
rot, pale, leat, clad with pale-colored garments,
always hungry and always beaten, is the slave ot
antiquity, the pariah of modern times, the pro-
letarian, the passive aud disinherited creature,
who assists, gloomy and sly, at the orgies and
follies of his masters.

1 can only repeat that M. Baschet's researches
have brought to light a vest quantity of facts

and details relating to the history of the Italian
drama in France and indirectly bearing upon the
general history of dramatic literature. Fis
volume will take its place beside Maurice Sand's
admirable work on the chuiractefistics of the
Italian comedy, “Masques et Boulfons,” as a
standard documentary word ou this interesting
subject.

In conclusion let me refer to & point which
interests Shakespearean students. M. Baschet
mentions some Inglish actors who were giving
performances in Piris in the year 1598, and
again in 1604, in the theatre of the Hotel de
Bourgogne. As long ago a3 1864, M. Eudore
Soulié referred to this English company in the
French Notes and Queries, or Intermiliare sy
Chercheurs el des Curiewx. The question i3 :
““ Who were these actors, and what pieces did
they play? Did they play any of the pieces of
Shakespeare, then in the prime of his geninst”
The chief of the company, in whose name the
leagse or the theatre of the Hitel de Bourgoxune
wag signed, was called ¢ Jehan Schais.” Who
was he! Was it he and his company who ra.
turned to Parisin 1501 and played at Fontaine-
bleau, in the new hall, before tho King and the
Court, on Tuesday, S:ptember 18th? Can any
American Shakespearean throw light on this
mystery ? Taeopork CHILD.

CHEAP POSTAGE AT LAST, AND
POSTAL NOTES IN ADDITION,

The late Congress passed a law which will be
hailed with general satisfaction by the people,
namely, the reduction of the rate of postage on
letters to two cents. The United States may
now be considered as stauding at the head of
the nations in the matter of cheap postal facili-
ties. They are indebted to Mother Eugland for
teaching us the A BC of popular postal rrans-
mission ; for a score of years her rate has been
two cents. DBut no such costs, difficalties and
distances have had to be overcome in carrying
the mails in Great Britan as in the United
States. Her postal routes are short, her total
area being ouly about one hundred and twenty-
two thousand square miles, while ours is not far
from three and a half millions of square miles.

Many important American towas are frowm
one to four thousand miles apart by the postal
routes, over which we have been long carrying
letters for three cents. Under the new rates of
two cents, the quantity of letters to be carried
will doubtless be greatly augmented.

The new two cent rate goss into operation
October 1st. The post office authorities are en-
gaged in preparing a brand new two ceut stamp,
with which to inaugurate the happy event.

Another accommodation for the public will
also soon come into vogue, nam=ly, the issue of
postal notes for small sums. By payment at
any post office a postal note for the amount is
to be given, which will bo payable on presenta-
tion at any other post office.

The post office authorities are making prepar-
ations as rapidly as possible for tho issue of the
new postal note. It is tobeengraved with great
care, the work upon it to bz equal to that on
the national bankuotes, in order to protect the
holder. It is expected that this note will prove
of great benefit to all who desire to use the
mails to purchase books, newspapers aud mer-
chandise, The authorities admiv that it is an
experiment, and do not expect that the system
will any more than pay expenses.

NEWS OF THE WEKK.

GEexN. Si1r C. Hasrtines Dovreis dead.

Tug French Chamber has adjourned for a
mouth.

Sirrixg BuLt is to be released from military
custody and placed on a reservation.

MorMON missionaries are very active in
Tennessee, and claim large numbers of con-
verts.

Wattace Ross has issued a challenge to
Hanlan for a four or tive mile race for stakes
of §1,000.

Tk Londou police forae is to be increasad by
500 men anid public buildings will be guarded
y military.

ProyiNeNT Irishmen in. New York state
their disbeliefin Rossa's stories of his connection
with the recent ontrages in Loulon.

Tue London Morning Post expresses the be.
lief that the * [avincibies” have transferred the
field of their operations to England.

Rerores {rom all sections of the Provinees of
Oatario and Quebee raport heavy suowfalls, the
railways in many places being blockaded.

Tue  Archbishop of Tuam denounces the
action of the Government ta regand t the rlefl
of the distressed people of Ireland as an out.
rage.

Nussers of men from the vicinity of King-
ston and Belleville are beinyg engaged for work
ou the British Columbia sections of tire Canndian
Pacitic Railway.

Tue Queen met with a slight accident on
Saturday by slipping on the stairsat Windsor
Castle, but was sufliciently recovered to hold a
Cabinet Conuetl yesterday.

A HEAVY gale and snowstorm d'd wmuch
damiage in Great Britain, trains in Scotland and
Wales being blockaded, and the heavy frost
baing expected to do much damage by retarding
agricultural operatiouns.




