B © -as well as possible.
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‘ A'r Blu\&t‘k ‘thc gnme bcgﬂn. There werc hun-
dreds of wmlthv Englishmen there, aud there
wore the usual uumbq,r of sharks of all nations

* Assembled to prey npon them. -Jwvas well re-

“ceived, and was, 1 believe, set down in many
‘A pnvute memomndum a§ & pigeon casy to be
plucked: ' Crannel mmmgcd ‘his affirs with
consummate address. -~ He gave the signal for
me to lose almost cm)\t:mt]\' “day after dm,‘
even when I knew that he m\d hea avy bets de-
pending on. my play, and though' he had to
pay my owh losses as well as his. I could not
understand it, and one mqht aftera repetition
of the emgmn hes::rodnnmplanatmn He then
informed me that the supposed losses he had
endured were to confederntes—the -real ones
being my own small stakes<—and that I should
see the result of this policy very soon. He
was right in his prophecy. The Louﬁ-dcmtcs,
who seemed to have won so much, excited the
cupidity of others, and they having staked
large sums, the signals suddenly changed, and
I had to wm By w hat nppcarcd the wildest
and most fatnous play, I won game after game,
which the most suspicious conld only nttn-
bute to accident or the most unheard-of luck.
The losers donbled their stakes, and lost again
—and now, in lien of the feigned thousands
iost, the solid thousands poured in.  $o art-
tully did my patron control his greed, resign-
ing even large sums when it was policy to do
%o, that no symptom of mistrust nnpvnrcd
and for several wecks he went on reaping the

wolden harvest.
Suddenly, he announced his intention of
starting for Berlin, and requested me to give

‘ 1 have. u\ught you thé value of'rcsorve ] »
have-Jeared that- wo shnll do well ; if not we! ‘
shall be soon blowu, nnd sm.cosq wxll be doubtf-_.-

ny valet the necessary orders, to call in my
accounts and scttle tln.ln for we should de-
part in twenty-four bours, I eould not under-
stand the reason, as he had ceriainly netted
some thousands where we were, and might
casily have doubled his giins. I was unwil-
ling to move further, for I had formed some
mmmvrc(ab]e acquaintances, and was already
bounmnv to feel =0 much at home in the cha-
racter 1 pox\onmcd as fo forget the renlities
of my lot. I told lum what were my feelings.

¢ That, said he cooly, ¢ is the reason why we
quit. Had you kept yourself more aloof, and
formed no such close intimacies, we nm'ht
have deone well here for another month bt
vou have furgotten yourself, and imagine that
von are something Desides my servani.’

It was true—1 had forgotten,and the reproas
was just; but I hated him for making it, and
was prot‘onndlv indignant at seeing that, ~p1t¢_
of the gains I had bronght him, he re 'ardcd
me as a mere tool, I held my pe ncc how ever,
complied with his orders, and the next. dm"
was on the road to Berlin, w hither he t’ul!mud
me in a féew days.

At Berlin, my valet, who was n chaturc of
Crannel's, enqz\w(‘d a alllle of apartments under
the Lmdena where we awaited his coming.

‘He came in due course, and the game was re-
newed under similar cxrcnmstancra. and regnlt-
ing in similar gains to my proprictor. We
staved in the Prussian capital over two months,
durmg which time I was received in the best
society, where, however, I conld no longer fevl
at homc from Lhe wnsr-mm.m.:.x that I was de-
barred from private frivndships. . Here my
first quarter’s mlary became due, and Crannel
paid me the L.75,in terms of the contract,
taking a receipt for the same. It may seem
odd to the reader;, who knows that a few
months before I wus contentedly working for
journeyman’s wages, that I felt intensely dis-
satified with my pay ; but he who knows any-
thing of the phenomena of a ramester's mind
will readily helieve that sueh was the case
Tn truth, I Jooked upon Crannelas a plvmdor-
ing <coundrel who bad entrapped me in his
meshes, and was robbing me wholesale of the
fruits of my own talents. I conceived . that 1
had at least an equal right with himself to my
winnings—and L began daily to hate the sxght
of hnslon&, stolid vicage, and the picreing eye,
from whose glance 1 couId never be rid.

I necd not recount the ‘Tistory of our wan-.
deringsand curwell-timed visitsto the various
gamblm" centres of .the European: kxngdoms

Be it enough to say that T was the tool of this.

Old Man of the Mountain for two yedrs; ‘daring
which time he had ‘made large. --rrodxc'v.l re-’
mitiances to his London bzmkcr "At'the end

. of that period we sailed from: ‘Q'nph.s for Mnr—
seilles, and entered. France: - :
' 'J‘hour'h Crannel must; slmost from the com:’

. mene, Taent of our. conncchon have been quite
aware of my  feclings - rcgardmfr h)m, he had.
never thought fit to manifest any conscious-

. nesg that such was {he case. . He had #éru pu-
lously. performed his part of the: contract—

. paying my salary to the duy, and defray ing all
© the expenses of the cxpedition. | On my part,

1'bad given hiim no cause.of compluint, fcf;lmg

. too well that I was in his power; buL that 1»-
“thoroughly’ huted . and detested’ hlm he khew

;

dea of appeasing my hatred that he informed’
e, a8 we were" approachnm the French capi-
al, thatic was his intention to. double ‘my |
lnry thle l.hml year; lf I‘:tmswcred hig expec"

i met me

Terhaps it was. with some:}
‘him his: card, and offering him: hig - rcvcnge
vwhcm'w.r he. dmsc to claim it.. . '

:therc awailing me.
,suvngc mood ;. and I
'-uner,l mada a bonsbof what T had- been:

‘heonly ] I.ut hi

) .
crporwuce. yYou have. had clsc“ hor

ful.

I treasured the hint;
ungmeious reply. :

At Paris, my valet, :\u.ordmg to hu mutrno
tions, took n]\nrlmenls in the Champs Elysées,
and, lnrcd me a handsome brougham,’ Instelul
of first frequenting - the g\mblmg—moms I
allowed myself to be enticed thither b\'otl\exx
I pretended to know only the English game,
and. for some time wounld pln\' no other. T hon
I grew fanatic for the French game, and
learned that, and played it with all the airs of
‘anovice, 10\11\" generally and winning by acci-
dent when my patron gave the sighal,” He bad
now severl’ ccnfedumtcs his creatures, who
played into his hands, nnd shared Lis g,mn«
which at times were beyond all former prece:
dent, - When my salary became due,
doubled it according to his promise, without
any 1".'([\11’\40!1 of gratitude on my part, and
the absence of which did _nat appear to sur-
prise him in the least,

The position I had assumed in Paris enabled
me to keep aloof from the gambling crowd,
and materially helped him in carrying out his
plans.  Au act of imprudonce of mine, how-

l.lmugh RE tm\de goma

guise: poclcd ot of. itael|
{ the gaming ‘circles: ot

|-8tily,
I knew. wbut he mom\t and’ for m\' own \I\]\L, .

. for ‘snw, i
s, that ere long i

f and Tiwns known
ien.st. for what ' I ¥
‘Crannel, of course, had to: nltcr his policy;nnd.
content. lnmsclf with tho new state of thmga.
ns”hils - fiat determined dvery gume I
play cd hig gains were very conmdcmblu For
wmy pnrt,, T-liked my new position” far better;
and for the first time, really enjoycd the ex-.
citements of a gmnhlorb life. . L wos. now

1 backed agninst the first players fn Paris; and

when the signal was to win, I'did so in such
Lrilliant stylo, that my renown soon. spread
-abroad, and 1 became - the wonder of ﬂm
gnmblmg circles,

About the middle of August, there nrow Y
rumour of a new star {n the villinrd world.
This was a young Russinn, who was sald to

have reaped the highest honours in St. Peters-

burg, and to bave beaten every opponent who
had ventured to meet him. As usual, the

he:

3

cver, ot this time, almost defeated thcm and

altered the complexion of his schemes.
One maorniny, while lennging along
Boulevards,
some new fashions—I had become an. arrant
fop by this time—I stumbled suddenly upon
my olid Bath fricnd and quondam schoolfellow,
Ned B——,  He was overyoyed beyond expres-
sion to see me, and, as it very soon appeared,
not without reason. 1 saw,
greeting was over, that he was striving with
the bluealdevils, and getting the worst of the

the moment our

the !
amd prering into the shops for !

i daylight, on the Sundny,

most exaggerated reports were cirenlated re-
garding him ; amd he must have been o magi-
cian, working by enchantments, i€ bailf that
was said were true. Tt was inevitable that 1
should be pitted against him. Everybody
talked of this consummation, amd was eager
to bring it about.  Crannel dul not start any
objection ; and my admirers wmaking up nicon-
sidemble purse, the affair was decided on. The
match was to come off in the Palais Royal by
I had never seen
my (»ppun(-nt up to the froutr of our meeting ;

and when, with Cranuel, who had bgttui
literally on my side, 1 rupnin-d to thn spot,
what was my astonishment in recognising in

i the renowned Russian wy onee shirtless anta-

: gronist, 'nt Meagber, whom,
Pdefeated at Rath,

strife, and 1 naturally inquired what was the !

nature of his gricvance.

He replied with a groan and an ejaculation
of thankfulness at having fmilen in with me.
Then seizing me by the arm, he Ingged me of
into a private room of a neighbouring estami-
n=t, and, bolting the door, bepan his tale of
woe, The burden of the whole was, that he
had fallen inte the hands of a cunning profes
sor of our cemmon crmft, whom he hal mis.
tuken for a pigeon, and who, according to the
stereotyped  syestem, had ed Tim o on by fivst
allowing him to win—bhad turned the tables
on him at the critical moment, and had on the
night last past phindered him to the tune of

b3 %4
iy

four hundred sterling, promising Lim his re-
fvenge at the next meeting. B 's eyes

were opened now that it was too late, and his
money nearly all gone.  He saw hix master in
the wily-Austrian,
he plnved again, it would be but to increasc
his Josses }lc‘ was at hiz wits’ end when he
T was the only man who could help
him. Wonld I take his plare that night—
engage. the Austrian, und win back the money ?
1 professed my readiness to dowhat 1 could,
tut I donbted whether his antagonist would
be willing to play with a steanger for such
sums as - had lost. '
¢There i¢ no fear of that, said B— ; ¢ we
can lead him into it easy vnough,  Will you
come?”
- I could nat refuse,

‘and therefore I deso

.patched o note to Cranpel; informing him that

I had met u.n_akl fricnd, and should not be
home till late. Early in the evening, B—
drove me across the water to an establishment
ncar the Palais du - Luxembourg,
were admitted to o private room, aud com-
menced playing together. At the hour ap-
pointed, the Austrinn came in. and took his
seat. . He was a young fellow ahout my own
age, nnd ot likely soon to penetrate the arti-
fices in which 1 was now such an' adept.

Having lost a co“plo of games to B— 1
handed him a note in payment, and doclmtd
playing again, on the ground that he was too
strong for me ; ; adding; that 1 would try a
game or two with the z,t.mn;,(,r if agreeable.
The Austrinn rose and expressed  his willing-
ness, if B -would defer their engagement
for, a while. This wes, of coursg, arranged,

and we bogun to.play..” We began at eight in
the evening, and left- off. about dm\'n ;. we be-
gan playing. the silliest game' imaginable on

- both sides, and left off like finished masters
‘of the buoncc skilled in all the difficult re=

finements of swhich it ig susceptible. I knew,

before 1 had played dan hour, the whole str(.ngth
of my adversary, while he remained ignorant
of mine almost to the c'losc of the match, It
wasg not till my friend . had “won “back ail hisg

_money, that I began to throw off my “dirguise..

I then pigqued my adversary by criticising his
play, aud so soured his tvmpt,r, that he played.
worse, ;
out to the last Imnc and B

in the glimmer of, the morming, B——— giving |

thn I rcnchcd home S "ound

His mortification: was evxdcn!!y extreme; but

llps,’ nnd'- lmd little.

and was convinced that if

where we'

When all was over, he was elenned
and T'had a-
1 Lhousand franes each ol' ‘¢lear ;,{tin We parted

As he |

! his vest-pocket ;

P eessien of wary \pnrrim:«
{ brillinnt was vither done or atte ‘mpted.
i o drawn match been possible in billiards, this

[

: cernment ;

as a lad, U had
It is true he looked the
Russinn well in & pair of dark whiskers, and a
Cossack moustache ; and he talked Russ most
plibly with a fricnd whe accompanied him,
Still, there was the unnistakable Trish face,
and the undeniable brogue flavourcd his
Slavenic speech. 1 was glad to see that he
did not recogrise me; but 1 was determined
to seek him out and haven private conferencee,
if possible.  Tn stripping for the mateh, after
we¢ had shaken hands, he dropped a eard from
inn ummcni—, I had secretesl
it unobservad, and the contest began,

But for my previous knowledge of Meagher's
play, and the points in which his strgnuh lay,
I might pretmbly have been Leaten, and that
summarily, As it was, the contest was n oshe-
in which nothing
Had

would hiave heen drawn. Tt ended in my win-
ning, through the failure of an almost impos-~
sible stroke which, at- the last crisis, my ad-

{verkary was Lompellvd to ntta.mpt and which

left the game in my hands. .

I was immensely pleased with this victory,
on more accounts than one. 1 had not onh
gained reputation, but [ had convinced my-
self that the quasi Russinn was mcnpnblc, in
the Jong-run, of holding his own agninst me.
I had drawn him out, and taken his measure,
and felt mysclf his master. Crannel, who
never missed any thing, had seen as much and
would doubtless make good capital of his dis-
while, on the other hand, the par-
tisans of the Russian were ‘confident in his
superior play, which, they swore, an accident
only had defeated,

The morning after the match, I rose early,
and drove in a fiacre to the address on
Meagher's card, which bore the inscription,
tIvan  Mearowits, Hiotel de Ia Paix, Rue
Richelien.! It waa ono of thosc gnm old
hotels where you knock, and are let in by an
invisible port(-r. A voice dirécted. me to the
gecond door ‘anx quatridme ; and on sounding
it with my knuckles, Pat, who was in bed,
bawled ont ‘Fntrw,’ and I walked in.. Hc
was flustered at sceing me, and begen stutter-
ing npnlogu_s in three lnng‘ungu: at once,

« Ix it possible,' X sajd, 'that you did not
know me yesterday, Pa ¢

‘ Bedud, - gnid he, ©it must be possible, I

| reckon, for T don’t know you now :for any-

thing but, the man that bate me yesterday.!
! Don’t you recollect me- nt Buth ﬁvc )cu,rs
ago?
¢t Whew'! bothcmhon—-lf 1 lmdn t & pre-
squintiment of gomething of the kind, I'm a
‘Dutchman. . That accounts. for “the’ mﬂk in
the cocoamits. Ok, be the Vargin, but 1t'
mcm.lf thet's giad to sec ye anyhow.
Welly nml what !mvc you bcen domg thcac
ycurs?' :
+:0ch} waon t.I tell you nll about - it? But
not hcrc not here, my friend. :Faith, the
divole mu\mntc N be here in'a jlﬂ‘y, and ho
mustn’t- s¢e you, .- Do yo sce. that windy’
rvander wid the grcen vcnuytmns 7 and Pat,
Tising from his bed, pointed n.cross thc court.
41 see it—what then 7 :

*'1-Cross. the “court, mourit the tothcr slmrs,'

and go‘into No, 15°on'the’ thml ﬂoorc.
wid ye'in a twinklin? .

J.did-as he requested ) t‘cclmg nsnurrd from
"hm cigernesy nml cxmtcmcnb that somo. in-
‘terosting revelation awaited mc..

_ I’ll bc

‘lumber; seted - himself on a box; and'com-
‘menced o rather . remarkable munologue.. 1
shall nob give it in dcuul out or consxdemtlon

In lean than.
‘ten minunies he made ks nppenrapce in'an old-
' drcssmg-gown, and having'. bolted-the door of
ke, ‘cloget; which was but. ' receptacie ‘for |-

floct Liko myuclf Pnt‘ Moag
icked: up; by a spvculutmg patton,.
‘ried off "to) St. Petersburg, where, ubcordmg to-
‘hig owninccoint, he had won a mint of money -
for his owuer; mcf‘lving but a miserable sti-
pend for himself, and ungentlemnuly teentment
into the. lmrgnlu ~Hid ty rant was one Mortier,
o cashivred French’ officer, " Meagher. ussured
me that he had won for: him. a Qandved thoa- -
sand rubles in St. Petersburg, and as moeh -
‘more at Moscow—the villain woll)' bagging
the whole.” I'at's hatred to the man wes ul-
most demoning ; and he seemed possessied with
the iden that he shoikd be driven to murder
him before their contract was ex xpired, aud
which had yet two years to run, My uﬂ‘w
tion for Crannel, as the reader knows, was
somewhat of the same slamp; and hy \nw of
consoling cach other, we mutually anathe-
matised. the villaing who lad us in their
grasp.

“Bul Meagher was not cmltcut withy c.nrhmg
hiz enemy ; he had o plan which he had long
been revolving in his mind, and which lms
cncounter with me wounld umxhlu him to carry
out; he proposed at once, and with an ahnost
sa\'agx. vehemences, that we should turn the
tables upon our Lynmts, and, ax they had 50
long donu by ug, enrich ourselves nt their ¢x-
pense,  The thing could bo ensily deney we
had only to get a clever confedemte of our
own, and then, disregarding the private sig-
nals of our patrons, sett them at the best price
we could, by winning or losing to suit our
own interests. The reheme struck me as ex-
cellent, as well from its simplicity as from the
retributive justice it mvu!vcd e'ul 1 agreed to
it cagerly and at once, 1

'lhcn be here m-mmrm’ raxid. l'.tt
seven in the morning ; by that time,
have scen the right man, and, hcdml
work the oracle in fu(urc on onr own
count’

Seon after seven next morning, Meagher
and T were flecing nlong the road to St Cloud,
to the residence of M. B lorian, who had en-
tered tunto the scheme, and with whom we
were Lo concert measures for putting it into
vxecution. M, Flovian was w model dandy of
that era—of gmeeful ligure, exquisite man-
ners, and fine acveomplishmente—musician,
artist, linguist, and gambler, the idol of the
gex, and the wmost careless, agrecable, ansd

¢ lv‘\‘
'\hl\”
we'll

Ne-

gowl-humoured rttlepats in the worlil, e
Creecived ne inoan elegant sudoon; hung with
the masterly predoctions of hiz ewn geoejl,

sng us an opsratis fooLis earn aecompani-
ment, armnged our i pian op sl si alest
grounds and the most lberal terms, gave us
his note of hand for o round wum to ull dne in
a few wecks, ordered up a grand difeiner, and,
that dmcuss( d, ‘drove ux as far back as A ntendl
in his own currmnt.

The reader may perhaps suspect that M,
Florion was little to be relied on; if so, Le is
mistaken, The honour that exiztz amnng—
uhem f—among genilemen of certain pursuits,
is a8 spotless ag the snow, and is rocely vio-
lated.  Pending the whele duration of our
threefold contract, Florian belhiaved with the
rectitude of a judge in crmine, and the pre-
cision of a banker.

Affairs now began to tuke a diferent conrs:,
The great hillinrd ¢contest between the Russian
and the Englishman swas renewed almost
nightly in the presence of the first amateurs
of the capital, Agreeably to our plan, wu
both of us ignored the signals of our patrons
whenever Florlan gave any signal of his awa,
and thus turned the whole current of success
into hig trensury.  Meanwhile, Florian played
his gnme 8o adroitly, that he was rurely seen
to win more than a trifie, and was seen ns

often to lose. ‘This state of affairs had not
continued long before Crannel began to look
daggers at me whenever we met in private ;
and ‘at length; not being uble to n.fmm any
longer, taxed me with treachery. I denied
the charge, and insisted that he ﬁhould it me
against gome other. antagonist; I could not
be sure of the Russian, who was always de-
veloping now strength, My patron was eovi-
dently perplexed, and for a time he refrained
from betting, but watched me, as I was well
awnre, all' the closer:’ I hiad rcm-un to suspedct,
morcovcr, that he had set spies upon my p ath
when I went abrond, though what was the ex-
tent of hig chsc.ovcncs 1 never knew, ‘

T saw Muxghcr but rarely: in private, and
then onl y-at the hours before the dawn, when
1 could steal nway from the obgérvation of my
prying valet, whose grog I had to dose more
than once in order to prevent hiy watehful-
news. | Quf achemes answered famously.  We
had-divided five thousand potnds with I¥ lorian
in three months, and vasily to the delight of
Pat, most of xt had come out of Morticr's
pockct—-nnd we werd at Tnat on the romd to
Jortiine. " 1 nmn of opinmn that i Crannel had
‘mot by this time some certain knowledge of -
our aceret conl’ulcrncy i had b least so fur

wverified his suspicions ax to feel conscious thnt
Lht, conlract. By which hi¢ nominally relulued
.y services: wag no longer ol any sdvaptage to
him. But. t‘mu doublu snme wnn fnsL nmnom.h-
mg to its ¢n .

" One_night,” Meagher's pntron, Mmkmr, who E
chme: 10 the. café where wo played, with, the
seowl of - ﬁen on his brow, and. in'a uuuu of
furloul exclu. \




