TRE HALLS OF.THE NORTIL

+wwas abuut v slacken his pace, despite the admos
vition, * Iludson is o deep and an: unprmcxpled‘
villin; T wonder' my father could hme employed

Bim," he continued as it ruminating with himsel(';

“ umll will take it us o frieudly luutnml e'en spur

a3 for I thivk these vagabonds would do me
: ('ricmlly turst after nll, ns Lolways muke 2 point
b of giving them silver when 1 pass their gate, a
- cheap me(hml of purchasing their forbearance at
.- least, and perhaps, in this instanee, their fiiend-
' .ship., Ou,an! thevefore, my gallane steed,” he
e ‘said nloud, apostrophising in mock - heroics his
" noble ehurges; i thow bring me site to Forest
-Hall lu.furo it pass into ather lnud:, nwoeek's rest
- shall be thy & wuerdon” ¢
i These and snch liko thoughts were forgotten
“ere ‘he had advanced a mile or two beyomd the
cattage of the Mitchels, but they were :num.dul‘
by olher; w hich were'still stronger incentives to
busu.n on; the friend of his d)\klhocd was fir dis
‘tress—=an orphan tike himself—the fond and aftec-
tionate playmate o“ is youth, oue with whom hc |
had often exchung vows of m.ornnl irxuud:lup
: iwhen neither Luc\v \\h tt Su(,ll VoW “meaunt; apd |
slthough: he had” not seert her, lur; urs; yet he
as impressed with the iden, f‘ormed originully’ ol.
urse in the heydny of Lhun-rhde:s amt ineonsi-
muth, thit she was every thing us Iu\cl_)
uml nmmble, mul bommul 2 good, ‘and; affoe-
uonmo, us poul.s. evér painted or enthusinstic lovers
c\or ‘dreamitiof,i Aud then ugain he thought of
the’ mfm) Tittle nttcntionshe- bad teceived from’
! 'her.when playing-together ns L]uhllcn, how thc‘
“irst vivlet and primrose of the cnrl) sprmf' had
cudenlh’ bccn esteemed b_) hcr auly us: they.'
< would: give® plcn,m-u to him' ot whom shé had
githeved theni; how gayly bloomed in his bosom.
- the ¢owslip und blue-bell she placed therey which-
fier sudd thonghits for yeurs and yeass—Dut this he
. knew nothing of-had converted futo emblems of
the- f'mlm" and - trausitoriness oft }ow, \oun"
dream.” :

Wuh lho varied thoughts. and . fcclm'rs and
= sfl‘ecuons of o dozen’ years—-tt lung life for youth
- .o look bm.k'uron—lu: found himself sooner thai

" e thonghe, it conhl have been possible, ‘at the
gnm 0(' the. Turesl, which was opened by o deeunt-
iy drcsscd and yood-looking boy, the sou of tho
vporlery to; hum he threw ¢ tuw: ha'pence, and
- passed oninta the’ navrow avenut’ through the

\uckot. (\lrcm} mcnuum.d, lcudm'- to the Ilull

i: e Jind -bugg. hull (ll\Ea(Lll‘
o o[' lua bu) hood, imbibed

of his house, concerning the wikl and desolute
mountain holds of that Unnd of rebbers and mur-
derers, the Musgraves; what o 5 then his nuaze-
ment, on reaching the fivst litde rising gn‘)nml.
to find himself in o perfeet paradise of ‘terrestial
Leruty, which, however, he could nut then stop w
coutemnplate; bup the thought eame o'er him lika
a pleasing dream, as:he slowly rode nlong the
little ridge, beneuth the shudow of these lofty
and mujestic oaks which crowned its verdant’
swmmit *Were Alice on her palirey by my side,
how much more lovely would that seene appear?”
On the left the sheep and cuttle browsing on the
grassy slope, or caliuly yuminuting in-quiet and
placid vest, sheltered by the thick folinge from
the noentide heat, their vyes half closed, as if the
soothing murmur of a tiny waterfd!l hard by
were lulling them to sleep, " On the n-rhr, in the’
fur oﬂ'disumcu beyond the fittle lake, umboaomed“
thick in woods, stood Forest 1Tall, s be supposed
from, Lhc curlimg smoke which alone gave note of
h unian habitation in: thet fudey Iand; thew there
WIS the hubblmn" strenmlcz right- Vedore “hini,
\uudmﬂ' its, tortnous wmac ulonl" a 1'(lt.|\y "Jntlc
half hidden by the fringe of lmsl\cs on’its banks, ;
while ever and_ anon its u_)stul waters wouhl ox
pand as it it thonsht itself s viv or. ¢ Bt what's
that ! he almost c'ﬂ,lmmcd s he mounted the
stope on the other side of the rivulet, aftet he had
‘forded, und perecived the figure of wmnu streteh-"
ed at’ full length on a mo~s;, knoll, nppnrcmly K
x\:lwp. unider the wide Sp\‘u‘ll‘\l\" bumches of the
trees around, with his hll]' lul watch- do'r at
his Teet; which, b\' its lmrun r'ab master larey's
npprom_h, awole its master, w llu rubbid his eyes
anl’ slo'wly rose, when ue less u personage than
];xll) blun(. stood, in-alt his self<importuuce, lully
pourtiayed before him.

“3What in the world has hrowght you he\-n"“
inquired master Huu'\', in ulldhg\llal.‘d astonish-
ment.

- Lue - 13ill, a5 we have nh'um!y siid, had & very
strong und. morbid "antipathy. to every species off
firect interrogution, und cousequently answered -
the mmster's question by nsking, not on)y nnolher,
but halt o dozen, ns for instange: -

*Do>you ken, Sir, where you are? " Do you
ken the way to Fovest. 11a’y vound -that Inke, as
they ea’ ity yonder? - Do you hen: thus: Burley
Uu(lsun iy there nfore yon? i There! )uat whero
iy see you smulu., Toi that hllw luL. au' if you,
don L ride, us hard as _)ou can, it he his yet, and
then, hm"h for Mistre. e

Hidsun o) Xoresy Ifa’ ¢
and then he set’ upa lowd uprum fous lmwh, which
‘made the forest ring again ; but suddenly recol
leeting: himselty he relapsed into a serioiis. moad, ™
and’ Lo]d thcmnslcr. ride a for'dear. life, or ho
noul(l be ower leat,” “l\m\ Ih\'r) luoL the hint




