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R DR, GEORGE, PATTERSON'S HIS-
’ TORY OF PIOTQU>

BY THE REV. JAMES CGAMERON,

Wearo right glad to welcomuo Dr. Patlors
on once moye o tho field of authoxship,
People have vead with groab intorest his
pemoixr of James MoGrogor, D.D., and his
memoirs of Mestrs, Johnston and Mathe.
ot o now aspires bigher. From the
8 jumblor field of biography, whero he un.
R sonbtedly obtained a largo mensnro of sue-
w59, ho asoonds to the higher and more
smbitious walk of histarioal researoh. Dr.
Pattorson here gives us a history of one of
{he conntios of Nova Beolia, viz,! theconn.
iyof Piotou, with tho special objec} in view
of fully dolineating tho early poriod of Brit.
ith oolonization, of depisting, from the oral
duseriptions to be got from a generation
that is fask passing away, as well as from
writéen recoxds, tho life and mannera of the
wtly settlors in Pioton,—the vory form and
pressure of their age.

The author assures us, and from a perus.
sl of his work wo believe that he does not
aaggorate, $hat ho has spared no effort to

a information in regard to the subjeet
o bis history. * He has ransacked,” he
tolls ug, “the County and Provineial re.
corde, and teaved officials with his enquiries,
He has plodded his weary way through
newapaper files and works of Culonial His.
fory. He has interrogated Miomacs, and
o the Scoteh would say, ¢ expiscated ’ every
old msn and woman he has met with in
8 the dounty for yemrs, He has also con-

dueted a large correspondence, and visited
vatious seotions of the couniry in search of
faots. ‘To arrive at the exaot truth he has

Iaboured as oonscientionsly as if he were

writing the history of Europe.”

It is true, that very much of this book
is only of local interest, but thers ave, on
{be other hand, many portions that are of
wide and general use fo every intelligent
reader. Every Oanadian, we almost wrote
Englisnman, will read with attention and
sympathy the acoou~t given (in the fourth
chapter) of the fivst English settlement of
Pletou. Is not the voyage of the brig Hope
in 1767 from Philadelphia to Piotou in New
feotland, with gix families of adventurous
sttlers, almost another versiom, lacking
the religions motive, of the voyage of the
Mayflower from Old to New England?
Their experience, at Jessi, in landing, was
vory similar.

The prospeot that met them as they
ped on their new home from the deck of
the Hopc was as dreary as the prospect
{bat first met the gaze of the passengers of
the Mayflower,

% One unbroken forest covered the whole
nurface of the country to the water's odge.
Al around stood the mighty monarchs of
the wood in all their primeval grandenr,
the evergroons spreading a sombre hme
over the plains and up the hills, relieved
by the lighter shade of the deciduous trees,
with hore and there some tall sprace, ris-

B ing like & black minaret or spire above its
fllows. But chicfly conspionous to the
e of the obsorver were tho tasselled heads
of the white pines, for whioh Pictou was
erwards eo Jong distingunished — their
finight steme fowering to the height of
150 or 200 feot ‘like masts of some huge
sdmiral! Tho scene was one on which
the eye of the lover of natare might have
peed with delight, but it is needless to say
ibat these setilers looked on the matter
with moro practioal eyes. The intermin-
ahle forest only presented itself to them as
#a insuperable obstacle o their Iabor, and
their hearts sank as they contemplated the
iden of wreating a subsistence from the soil
% sncumbered. So discouraged indeed
Were the whole band with the state of mat-
fees that the most of them were determined
% return in the veesol whioh bronght them;
bat the oapiain, after landing his passen.
#vrs and wapplies, slipped out of the harbor
inthe night and loft them to their fate,”

Though the honor of cutting ihe firsi

tees, erecting the firstjhuts, running the
fint lines, and planting thoe first geads be-
ling 1o the yassengors of the Hops, yet tho
en of the work of colonizing the north-

&n sosat of Nova Sootia fell to the passen-

fws of the ship Hector, which sailed from

Ik Broom on the 10th of July, 1778,

with thiriy-three familien and {weniy-five
timarried men, in all about 200 souls. The
knporiance of this arrival, not only to Plo.

o0; but to Nova Sootis, is well put by Dr.

Palterson in these worde:

| “'With the passengers of’the Heclormay

M aaid to have oommenced the really ef-

Miive settlemont of Pioton. But this was

all, The Heclor way the first emi-

Rt vomel from Bootland to Ploion or

o thete Lower Provinces. That

l&hﬁafﬁicmuoﬂm Nova Scotls,
N Fatserson, D.D, Montreal:
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stresin of Sootlsh immigration whiok, in
aftor yoars, lowed not only uver the conaty
of Picton, but over much of the enstorn
pact of tho Provinco (of Nova Scotia), Cupo
Broton, Prince Bdward Island, portions of
New Branswick, and even the Upper Prov-
tueon, hegan with this veyage, and evenin
a large measuro originaied with it, for it
was by the reprosentations of those on
buard to thoir friends, tlat othors followed,
and so tho stream deoponed and widoned
in sucocodlng yoars, Weo vonture to say
that thoro is no one element in the popula-
tion of thoso Liower Provinces upon whioh
their sooial, moxal, and religions condition
has doponded, more than upon its Scottish
jmmigrants, and of thege, that band in the
Hector woro the plonecrs and vangnard,”
In connoction with the moral and spirit.
ual intevests of this imporiant colony too
groat importance cannot be atiached to the
labours of threo mon whose names are
prominent in the history of Piston,Rand
will be hield in everlasting remembranco
down by tho Sea. *The first threo” of
Nova Scotia’s Presbyterian worthies, Dr.
Jas. MoGregor, Dr. Thos. MoOulloch, and
the Rov. Duncan Ross, were very romark.
able men indeed, each in his way. In
simple, persuasive eloquence, pains-taking
pastoral oare, tender sweeiness of disposi-
tion, fearless defence of truth, and a noble
golf-saorifioing spirit, Dr. James MoGregor
holds a very high position. We question if
in all the annals of all the colonial churches
there appears anything moro unselfish and
Ohrist-like than the following act. To re.
deem & slave held in bondage in thecolony,
Mr, MoGregor agraed to pay fifly pounds
to Matthow Harris, his muster and owner,
When the first payment of Mr, McGrogor's
stipend fell due he should have received
£40 in cash and as much more in produoe,
but he aotually received only £27 of money
and £80 in the shape of produce: and of
this £27 he paid out £20 as the fixst instal.
ment for the rodempiion of Dio, leaving
only £7 for himself as the result of his
year's toil.

Mr, Ross was & man of vexy olear and
logical mind, and sound practieal judg.
ment, but destitute of the popular giftsof
Dr. MoGregor. He was the first in the
Provinoce to found and support a temper-
anco moclety., Of his quiet humour, Dr.
Patterson gives ugone or two good speci-
mens. Hearing a man desoribed as ¢ hard
and honest,” he remarked *that generally
meoant hardly honest.,” He was aconstom-
ed o say, **that he had irled three ways of
living., The first was to buy just what he
wanted, but he found that would not
answer; he then tried only buying what
he could not do without, but he did not
find that to answer either. He then
tried only buying what he could pay for,
and that he found to answer well.”

Dr. MoCOulloch was & man of multifarions
learning, no that he was in his element at
the head of the humble collego set up by
the Presbyterians in the face of vexations
opporition, for training their young minis.
ters. The ocollege, whore was begun the
first attempt at giving a liberal edreation
in these Provinoes, was just a singls room
fitted up with pine desks so sbaky that a
Highland student intent on taking notes,
bothered by his mates, was obliged fo seek
the protection of the Principal by shouting
« Ploase master, they're skaking the dask
on me.” But, never mind, the building is
but the guinea stawp, the teaching is the
gold ¢ for a’ that,” and out of the college
with the shaky pine ** daeks " came to the
work of the minietry such mon as Joha
MoLean, J. L. Murdoch, R. 8. Patterson,
Jobn Campbell, Drs. Ross, MoCullooh,
MoGregor, and Geddie, and we suppose Dr.

G. Pattorson, the accomplished editor of this
volume, though he {8 _too modest to men-
tion hie own name, To law and politios it

ave Sir T. D. Archibald, baron of the

nglizy Oourt of Exchequer; Judge Rif-
obie nuw of the Supreme Court of Canada,
A. G. Arohibald Governor of Nova Scotia,
Judge Young, Judge Blanobard. Among
its students who followed the healing art
may be mentioned Dr. Grant of Penneyl-
vania Medioal College, and among soientifio
men Dr. J. W. Dawson, Prinoipal of Me-
Gill Oollege, Montreal.

From ik slight and imperfoct sketch we
have given of this book our readers cau
seo that it covers an important seoﬂ_on of
our Dominion, and an important period in
Oolonisl History. We regard this contri-
bution to the history of the Dominion of
Oacada a8 extremely valuable, and wonld
wish to see similar coniributions coming
from other seotions of the land,and from
other pens, bofore the time for thessoontri-
butions shall have forever passed away.
We venture alzo the snggestion thata copy
of the % History of Picton " should find &
place in evory Presbytorian congregational
and ministerial library in the Dominion.
It would not only diffase information of an
interesting and important kind; but it
would help to increase that corporats
spirit, esprit ds corps, which is apt o be
wanting in » ohureh, such as the by-
fetlan Church in Cauads, composed of dis-
tinet branched reesniily united, and congre..
slﬁ;ﬂ widely separated by wood and
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‘oHﬂL’LD THERE BE .\ BEVISIZ)

oF THE WESTMINSTER CON-
FESSION ?

This is & question nt progent oansing n
guod deal of agitntion nmong Presbytor-
ians, psrtionlarly in Stotland, with which
it has leng been vonerably connecied, and
tho question has to some oxtest boen
brought up by ecircurastances in Crinda.
The dizenssion has been laid hoid of by the
publio prose, chietly in the nowspapers, al.
ways ready to ocatch at something new,
howover orude it may be, being such papeora
as would fain advooato that thore chonld be
no formal systoms of roligious beliof, but
that lberty should bo allowsd to all and
sundry opinions, with reqerd eveu to Chris.
tianity and the eoriptures, This would be
tantamounnt to the broadest latitudinarian-
ism in belief, howaver loogo.

In the May magazine of the United Pres-
byterians In Seotland, thers is nn article
on ¢ Oroed Revislon,' a fow extracts from
whioh are well worthy of heing fransferred
just now to-the BrIrism AMERICAN PRESDY-
TRRIAN fo nesist its readers in coming to a
judgment on the question which hias been
proposed. Now for the extracts,

« Tt §s assorted that dissatisfaction with
the Oonfension of Faith is very general, and
that the demand for its xevision is very ox-
tensive ; but what proof have we that such
snsertions are correot ? We have nothing
bearing the least resamblance to the agita-
tion by which reform in politioal ox ecolesi-
astionl matiers has in past times been pre-
coded. The number of persons who have
spokon out on the snbject is still very
small; and few ean deny that the opinion
of the msjority of this small number on any
theologioal question is of no weight what.
ever. This amsll pariy, by redorting to
strong language and confldent asser-
tion, have succesded in raising a consider-
able amount of noise on their aide of the
guestion, whils quieiness reigns on the
other side ; but this amonnts to very little,
Mere silencs proves nothing. Ib may be
traced to como othor causo than sympathy,
and mean somothing very diffevent from
aoquiescenco. Another point of inquiry,
and ono of still graator importance, is the
extent to whioh rovision {s domagged ; but
here we aro quite atsea. Reformers are
gonerally able to tell what they want, and
the creed reformers of the present day may
be ablo to do so also, but certainly they
have not yet made their wishes definilely
known. Ifwe sreon the eve of a great
reformation, it is a little strange that there
should still be so much that is vague and
indefinite in the demand for reform. We
question if any two of onr reformers are
agroed about even the leading points of the
Magna Charta by which the libertiesof en.
slaved and oppressed churobes are hence-
forth to be gecured.

«Ttis admitted on allsides that the Church
may reviso her creed, and it will be gener-
ally conceded that some changes might be
made in the Confession of Faith with per-
foot snfety ; but no reformer has ventured
to tell us what these changes ought to be.
We believe the state of the case to be this :
The Oonfession of Faith contains a series
of dootrines relating to tho deep things of
God. Theso dootrines are plainly taught
in seripture, and involved in the very na.
tare of God, but are liable to be perverted
and abused, and require to be handled with
prundence, Side by side with the truth
about God, there are other dootrines relat-
ing {o the duty and responsibility of man,
and therefore in their nature more directly
peactical, The former class of dooirines
may be firmly believed, though not often
dwelt upon, while prominence may be giv.
en to the practical aspeot of Ohristian
truth. There is nothing in the dostrines
of the Confassion, as a whole, to prevent
the preacher who subsoribes it, from telling
any sinner of the human race, that if he
believes he shall be saved.

# In Qealing with the extent to which ro-
vision is demanded, thors is not only the
entiro absence of definite statoment, but
nothing can be more vague than the stand-
axd to which some of our reformers appeal.
The groat favorite with them is ‘modern
thought.' Tho Confossion must be brought
into harmony with modern thought. Well,
what is modern thought? There oan
bo no doubt that the one great modern
thought of thoso who bolieve theraselves to
be the only thinkers worih mentioning, is
the renunoiation of all anthorily in sacred
things. God kas implanted in tho humen
mind the power of believing, but modern
thonght finds no place for its exercise.
Each man mmust just beliove what he knows
to be true from his own obsorvation cr ex-
perience, which {s not belief at all. The
tendency of what is called modern thought
is unquestionably in the direction of pan.
thelsm in theology and positiviem in
philosophy, Spinoza and Comie are the

objects of modern thought worship.

onlled thinking than the great mass of what
Q goes by the namo of modern thonght, It

s ju many osses mero asgertion, with no
other foundation than the purest fanoy.
No standard of ravislon ean bo raoro worths
less than modern thought; aud no task
mora hopolesz than the sttemps to bring
the creed of any Ohpistinn Ohnroh into
harroony with that whioh lays olaim to this
high-sonunding sppellation. Theso who be-
lieve thomsolves to bs tho great thinkers of
modern times, are as much opposed to the
Biblo asthey aro to tho Confeselon of Faith
and their antipathy to tho Bible is chiefly
founded on the fact {hat tho theology of
the Confession is plainly-taught init. It
tho oroed of the Ohmrok i5 to be mado broad
onough for modern thought, the Bible ns
woll aa tho Confessionsnust bs got rid of,
The results of Biblical oritioism leavo the
peculiar dootrines of the Ualvinistio system
vatouched. If the Bible is still to be re-
garded as the suprome and infallible stan.
dard of Faith, all that.oan ba said agalnst:
Oalviniem from the Seripiuté stand-point,
hag hoen 8aid long aga, by Yhen who, in
point of intollpet snd learning, were at
least equal to any of its modern assailants,
And as to reckless, irrelevant, and sourri-
lous misrepresentation, modern thought
hay littlo fo bs proud of.,

“Xf the Confession is to be ravised, it must
be done by an appeal to the Word of Gods
with a dune perception of the diffienltios in
the way, a solemn senee of responeibility, »
deep reverence for divine things, and earn.
ost prayer for s speeinl fulfilment of the
promise,—* When He, the Spirit of Truth,
is come, He will gnide you into all truth.”

It is hoped that this sondensed anbstance
of an able and seasonable discussion will
be duly appreciated by the readers of tho
B. A, PRESBYTERIAN, A. K.

THE MARITIME PROVINCER,

In both tho eastern aud western papers I
soe a groal many wise suggestions made to
the Gleneral Assembly ag to how tha busi.
ness is to be conducted at tho approaching
meoting, Itis said that s mania of that
kind usually makes its appearance
at this seasom of the year.
idemio is now on. In the multitude of
counsellors there is safoty. It is juet pos.
sible however that the Genoral Assembly
may do very much this year as it hag done
heretofore, and as tho several Synods did,
that is follow tke course that seems fo sug-
gest itself at the time, just as if s host
of sages had not given suoch varied and
abundant advice. i

The matter of appointing Commitiees or
Boards is commented on as mnoh as any
oiher. A brother in the wesf, who has no
name, is outraged that on the Board of
Home Missions there are Ave of the Pres.
bytery of Toronto, and four of the Presby-
tory of Hamilton. To us in the east that
goems nof worth mentioning. Weocanhardly
comprohiend how a grievance can be seared
out of that paltry thing. Why, a brother in
‘the east who bas a name aund is not
ashamed to tell it elther, folls us that of the
tweniy-one members on the same Bosrd
in tho eastern section, no less than twelve of
them, four-sevenths of the whole, ara of
the Prosbytery of Halifax., And another
Board is about 28 bad. Then the Foreign
Mission Board consists practieally of the
Presbytery of Piston. Now is it asking oo
much of the western nameless brother to
let Toronto and Hamilton Preshyteries
alone until we have taken away somewhat
the monopolies which Halifax and Pioton
Preshyteries have, and perbaps mean to
hold. Possession is nine points in the law.
It is perhaps as well however to say that
the late Synod of the Liower Pravinces lo.
oalized its Boards or Committees; that was
the principle it acted on. Halifax had
Home Missions and the College, Piotoun had
Foreign Miseions and the Business (there
was & standing committee on this depart-
ment), Prince Edward Island had Sabbath
Obgervance and Temperance, St. John had
French Evangelization, and goon, For good
or for evil this was the plan, a plan which
is not I presumo to be followed any longer.

The theory that every ininister is as good
as overy other for a Commmittee is the other
extreme, and eannot be adopted by any
church body. It is plain that some men
aro better adapted for certain kinds of work
than others. Someo ministers are uiterly
at goa as to directing tho werk of a Com-
mittee, Those that are fitled by nalaure
and by oducation for doing certain kinds
of work aro the men {o be appointed to
that work. The evil perhaps is found in
tho nominating comuittes having too lit.
e time for the melertion, the members of
it having too mueh to do in other commit.
tees that are aitling st meal honrs during
the meeting of the Assembly.

Some months ago I observed in your pa«

The ep- '
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;! Thers 1s veally nothing less worthy of Lolny ! per, My, Editor, a report of a oconveniicn

on Snelentation, aud a commitieo was ag-
pointed to make ingniry and report. I
have Lemxd inquirles as $o when tho re-
port is to be published. Tho improssion
i that the committos should haye spoken
erd now. YWhy s it a0 Jong eilent ?
Lrusas,

.

NFANT SALVATION.

Mr. Borron,~—In a former wrtiole, I =3id
if thero waro A raorsel of cumfort in the
gormon raferred to, I would bs vory sorry
to deprive any person »f i, who may have
sufferad th~ loss of their littlo onoe by doath,
I say ronpain, Nor do I think that I said
a smgle wezd that would lead any one fo
bollevo thap I did not beliove in infant
salvation, Mr., MoKey oxe pted, I wilk
give hin in due time wliit I do believe on
thix eubject, in & mors positive form, and
my reagona £00, for thus balieving, if I have
any, I hm sofry to seo unmistakoable
evidenoos of sncering and sarcasm in his
reply to myg firgt communiontion, for I
think they .see.thdly out of place. Per.
baps I conld 9Heasuro awords with him in
this respéot, Bat I forbear. ’

The main point, then, to whioh I objeete
od in my . nobioe of his sormon was
this: ¢ Ohltdren dying in infancy ave free
from tho grothd of condommation.” It
know just ei?ﬂ%ly the position of the aunthor,
'Teould perhaps desl with it more readily,
and X am sor¥y it he knows it himself, that
he did not take the trouble of stating it. I
will try 6 dfh for him.

There ars anly three positions that pres
sent themselves to my mind at present, and
thoy are théfe: First, Mr, MoKay must
hold that Ohrlst died to tako away the guilt
of the original ain of the whole world, and
not the guilt of actual transgressiond,
Seoond, he must hold that Ohrist died to
tako away the guilt, both of original sin
and actual transgrossion, of all God’s elect
people, and all who die in infaney. Or
third, he does not know his position, at least
not acourately. This last, I would besorry
tolay to bis charge, and in the meantime
pass it by, If ho accepis tho first, then I
will drive him into a very miserable
eoraor.

But I willsgive him tho benefit of the
second, and then let us see how he stands,
If this be his position, then I ack, has ke
proved it? This I emphatically deny.
Mr, MoEay has assumed a position, and
that assuimmed position is the very one Inow
oall upon him to prove. Until he does
this, I will hold to my position, nor will I
allow myself to be dragged from it. I oan
assure him, if he does prove and establish
this assumed position, it will not only afe
ford mo satisfaction, bnt to many in the
Chureh as well, and if the matter be olear
to his own mind, ho certainly ought to ime
part the much needed instruction, ang iry
to dispel the doubts that may trouble the
loss giftod. His reply to my first lotier, if
it contains an argument at all, is to fox.
tify the assumption that I have referred
to, but as stated already, I world like him
to prove his position. He calls my refer-
enoe to Rom. v. 12-21, ¢ exceedingly un-
fortunate ;" and I believe it is so for him,
I roferred to that passage to show that the
argument of the Apostle was just what Mr,
MoKay denios. Paul there deolares that
original sin is the ground of condemnation,
that infants are not free from it, for it was
by the offence of one man that judgment
came on all men to condemnation.” If
Mr. MoKay can make a compromise with
Panl on this point, let him iry it, for I oane~
not.

And now, Mr, Editor, it was not to guard
what is orthodox that oaused me to notios
this matter, nor yet to sound an alarm to
yourreaders. But whenanauthor assumes
» position, without having proved it, he
eannot expeot to go unchallonged,

Joux R. BarTissy,

Newmarket, May 26th,

Wants Information.

Mg. Ep1Tor,—I am a membor of & Pres.
byterian congregation where it is the ous.
tom at fansrals to take tho body of the de.
parted to church, preash a short rermon,
and expoge the body to the gaze of anywho
from ourioaity or any other motive wants
to take a look at it. Ihave a decided ob-

jection to the custom, but it may be owing

to educational prejudices; thorefore I
should like to hear irom a few of oux leads

ing ministers on the subject. Yours, eto.,

ScoToRMAN,.

Tug New York Central Railroad man.
agers have ordered that no intoxieating

liquors be sold at any of their atations.

Tar New Testament Ling besn recently

tranalated into Hebrew by Prof, Delilach, of
Lieipaio, for the benefit o¥tho Ji ew?s O?G":‘

many, Ruesia, and Poland.

Mi1ss Exaa A, Smith, of Peoris, has been:
appointcd assistant entomologiat for Northe
orn Illinois. Bhe hasmade & 9, stody

of inscots injurions {o vegetation,



