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A CONTRACTOR'S LITTLE SCHEME.

According to the /huladelphia Record,
a local contractor has a peculinr method
of :.ceping tab on a gang of Italian labor-
ers working under him. The men are
known only by numbers, and to keep
trace of the dongs of cach individual is a
watter of considerable difficulty. They
are all apt to sncak off when the
foreman’s back is turned, and sit down
for a rest. The umque plan of the
contractor in question is devised to put
an end 'o this lazy practice and the
conscquent loss of time. In the morn-
ing, beforc the gang goes to work,
cach wan's number is printed on the
scat of his trousers. When the wmen
knock off work in the evening the chalk
marks are inspected, and if any are found
to Le erased or blurred, the unfortunate
Iealian to whose pants the blurred sum-
ber appertains is docked a day’s pay.
“T'he scheme works admirably, as the men
prefer to forego the pleasure of afew
minutes’ rest, rather than lose their pay.

MORTAR MAKING.

An old builder, of nearly forty years’
espenence in making mortar, writing
upon the subjzct to a contemporary, very
justly says:  “The mere matter of slack-
ing lime does not make mortar out of it.
Lime and water alone will not make any
better mortar than sand and water.” He
suzvests the use of plenty of water in
slacking the lime, so that, when it is run
out of the box into the bed, it will not
bake or burn, as it is liable to do if not
well watered. The mortar bed should be
large and tight, so therc will be no
leakage of the lime water. The propor-
tion should be about fifty yards of good
sand to twenty-five barrels of lime, for the
first mixing, which should be thoroughly
done. The hair should be put into the
lime before mixing in the sand. After
the mortar has been mixed in the above
proportions for ten days or more, if the
amount of materials . given have been
used, twenty-five to fifty loads of sand
may be added and worked in. It is said
that the water that rises on a bushel of
slacked lime, and where plenty of water
has been used, if removed and put on a
shaip sand, will make better stone than
lime and sand mixed, showing that the
water should be retained in the sand lime
while it is fresh, and that the mortar
should be tempered inits own liquor. Of
course, where smaller quantities are used,
the proportion should be retained, both
at first mixing and in the sand added
subscquently.

Much depends on having mortar made
on correct, if not scientific, principles.
The durability, if not the actual safety,

of a building is more or less affected by
the kind of motar that is put into it. We
have seen brick buildings, and not very
old ones either, from which the dry and
_hardencd mortar could casily be picked
in cakes from between the bricks.

To move rust stains from nickel plate,
grease the rust stains with oil and after
a few days rub thoroughly with a cloth
moistencd with ammonia. 1f any spots
still remain, remove them with dilute
hydrochloric acid and polish with tripoli.

TO BUILDERS.

PSP

ALEX. MACLEAN,

9 Viotoria Street, Toronto,

Ofters to builders, on advantageous terms, lots
on Elzabeth St., Westmorgland Ave,, Spencer
Ave., Shaw St., Wellesley St. and Spadina road,

To Bullders, lnvesg)ﬁ and Speculators.

Offers are invited to purchase that magnificent
business site at the intersection of Dundas and
Arthur streets and Ossington Ave,  ‘The lot has
a frontage of 100 feet on Dundas and 130 feet on
Arthur St., and is undoubtedly the best busioess
corner west of Yonge St Offers to be sent to F.
J. Smith & Co., L2state Agents, 9o Church St

J. A. NESBI1T,
ESTATE AND FINANCIAL AGENT
AND ARBITRATOR. .

Office: 9 Adelatde St. East, - TORONTO.

Oftice Teley hone 1631. House Telcphone a6ya.
Money adivaaced on mortgage. Fire insurance at
lowest rates. Values carefully estimated.

W. PARSONS,

NO. 4 ADELAIDE ST, EAsT, TuRONTO.

Bstats, Loan and Builders' Bxchange.

I make a specialty of builders’ loans and
builders’ properties.  Money to loan,

Telophone 2636. W. PARSONS,

Prices of Building Materials.

LUMBEIL

CAR OR CARGO LOTS.
13 and thicker clear picks, Am. ins.. $39 0032 VO

13{ and thicker, three uppers,Am in3. 37 o0

t3{ and thicker, pickings,Am ins... 27 00

2 'x 15 and 12 dressing and better... 18 00 20 00

txtoandramillrun.... oo o - .o0 1300 14 00

1 x 10 and 12 dressing.. vrees 1400 16 00

1 x 10 and 12 COINION. oee o ... 1200 1300

1 x 10 and 12 spruce culls... tveee 1000 13 OC

1 x 10and 12 maple cullse.. wooennes 9 00

11nch clear and picks... . . . .. 3800 3000

1 inch dressing and better... o ..... 1800 20 00

1 nch siding, millrune.oe o .. t400 1600

1 inch stding, cOmMMON ceevvene [P 11 00 13 V7

1 inch siding, ship culls..... ... $10 00 S171 00

1 inch siding, mifl culls... . 800 900

Cull scantling.. . ... eeresiniens . 800 9oo

1Y% and thicker cutting up plank...... 2200 2§00

1inch strips, 4 in. to 8 in. mill wun.... 1400 1500

1 inch strips, common........ . i1 00 12 00

1% inch flooring.ceeeoeees 14 00 1§ 0O

1¥ inch flooning..ee. s 14 00 16 00

XXX shingles, sawn.. 2308238

XX shingles, sawn........ 1350 3%

VYARD QUOTATIONS.

Miil cull boards and scantling........ 10 00
Shipping cull boards, promiscuous

Widths..oevcoicsaisooe sose . 13 00

Shipping cull boards, stocks.. 13 00

Hemlock cantling andjoistupt 12 co

" " [} 13 00

" " " x" 0.

Scantling and ioist, up 10 26 ft... 14 €O

" w 18ft. 13 00

“ o z0ft. 16 o0

" " a3 ft 17 0O

“" “ 24 ft 19 ¢

" nw 26fteae.., 21 00

" w a8fte...... 23 00

" v 30fee.. ag oo

" w o 3afteeeesa. 27 00

" " 29 ¢O

" " 31 00

" " 32 ©0

" n 401044 ft.. 36 00

Cutting up planks, 3% and thicker, d? 25 00 26 00

" U " 18 00 22 00

Cedar for block paving, per corde.. . 5 00

Cedar for Kerb'ng, 4 x 34, per M.... 14 00

B. 3.

134 inch flooring, dressed, F. M..... 28 00 31 00

134 inch flooring rough, B. M....... 1800 2200

1% " ressed, F. M..... 27 00 30 00

" undressed, B. M 18 00 10 CO

n 15 00 w1 00

" undressed . 12 00 1§ 00

Beaded sheeting, dressed . 22 00 38 00

Clapboarding, dressed... 12 0

xfx sawn shingles, per 283 275

Sawn lath.. 200 220

Red 0ak 30 00 40 00

White.oo. 3§00 45 OO

Basswi . 18 00 20 00

Cherry, No. 1 and 2.. 70 00 70 00

Wihite ash, No. 1 and . 3500 3§ 00

Black ash, No. s1and 2.e0e0-ee . 1800 3000

Dressing stocks.e.vee s eseaces .. 600 2100

Picks, Amcrican inspectionaeess.aes 40 00

Three uppers, American inspection.... 50 ov

Metallic Roofing Co. of Canada:

. Per Square.
Eastlake steel s}ﬁnrls (galvanized), St 2510 $§ 75
Eastlake steel shingles (painted)...cee 375 4 00
Improved Broad Rib (3
vanized)...... sesteeseertiveeas s 00
Improved liroad Rib Roofing (painted) 3 so
North Western steel siding (painted).. 3 35

Manitoba steel siding (painted). . .
Metallic Finished Brck.ve. ceeenooee
Tower or Mansard shingtes, (gal-
vanizad). . .eeeeces - [

oohing,

Tower or Mansard shingles (paioted)..

Metallic Terra Cotta “liles . 7 00

Price of Copper shingles according to welght, and

‘Hayes Patent Metaii Lathung avcurding to quas
taty.

4 &

BRRICK—-¥ M

Common Walling $7 0

Good Facing -+« oo+ o cneiieennn 9 00

Sewer.......... Liv ieeses. B %0 g6

Preased Brick

Plain brick, f. o. b, at .\hllon.\r« M. $18 o0
" " ’::ll qulll‘ll). pe:' 14

tlard Buildmg  ....... .. ..

Moulded and Ornatnental, per 100

Roof Tiles.. ..o con civrmiiinan

Diamond locking tile

First quahty, f.0.5. at Campbeliville, per M 18

and " " .« " 14 00

ad “ " L1} (1} 11 00

Ornamental, PEr 100 -« - oo vivrusnnias $3to10 00

b T L S . 24 00

DON VALLEY, ¥ © B TOROATO.

Plaio breck, “A ... .. e $18 o>
I T | 16 vo
v e MO e . 13 00

Trojanor Buff .....oo o oo o L 24 00

Omamental, per 100 $3 00 60

Stone.

Common Rubble, Per “foise, delivered 14 00

Large flat  » " " 13 o0

Foundation Blocke, « Cublic Foot.. $0

Slate. Roofing (W syware)
" red.vevein v PR 18 00
. purple.on e 9 00
“ untading green. 9 30
" Vlack slate. ... .ol 175
lerra Cotta Tile, persq.... . .....oe 8¢ 00
Ornamental Black Slate Roofing.. «... 8 23
Gand: .
Per Load of 134 Cubic Yards......... . 1 28
PAINTS, (Inoil, @ 5.)

White lead, Can.. 64 6?’
*  zinc, Can 6% %

Red lesd, Eog s 6%
¢ venetian. 160 103
« vermillion. 90 170
¢ 1ndian, Eng. 10 12

Yellow ochre.. .. s 10

Yellow chroMe,.coeresvaaansses 18 10

Green, chrome... ......... ? 12

L 2 L P .38 40

Black, Jatupecsecvieriiiancs saianonn 1S 2s

Blue, ultramatine .. .ov -ooliee . 113 30

Qil, lintced, taw (et /mp. gallon)... .. 6s 68
N ' boiled ! eess 68 ll
"4 refined, .

Putty it e z)z

Whiting, dry.. ..

Pans white Eng:; ;!r)'
Litharge, Am.,

Sienna.buml...............‘...;.;.. xg 20
Umber, ** 1’4 13
OEMENT, LIME, etc.
Lime, Per Barrel of 2 bushels, Grey.. 46
" M " White [$3
Plaster, Calcined, New Brunswick.. 2 00
" " Nova Scotia.. ... 2 00
Hair, Prasterers’, perbdag ... o3
Cement, Portland, perbbl.... . 260 303
o Thorold, "o 1 50
" Succnslon. " 1 80
" ] ce, © 1 S0
" Hull, M eeeveenesie 1 85
HARDWARE.
Cut Nuils:
Cut nails, s dand 6 d, perkeg..... $1 40
" o " " 2 %o
CUT NAILS, FENCE AND CUT SHKES.
494, hot cut, per 10 1bs . $ ¢
30d, " L e nesaen . 1o
20d, 164, 12d, hot cut, per 1001bs. .. e
10d, ho. cut, per 100 lbs.. .. L 20
$d,9d, n " o ve- 2\
Ld, © .“ " «
dtosd,t vt L 6o
3d, L L 1.0
2d, A " 1 %0
4d to ¢d cold cut, not polished or
blued, per 1o 1bs.. R TR S0
«d to sd cold cut. not poiished or
biued, per 100 JUS.ae i eiiiien e w
FINR BLUED NAILS.
adyperaolbs.. oo oo 1
2d, " B eerecaersene 3 o0

CASING AND BOX, FI OORING, SHOOK AND TOBACCO non

NAILS,
1adtozod,persoolla... ... $
10, “ e [
gdandgd, * U ..... 7
¢dand 9d, ¢ " ... o
qdtocd, R, 11

d' .. . 1 SJ
PIXISHING NAILS.

inch, per 100 1bs 8<

2% to2y ¢t 10

202X oo 52

14 10 lx . .“ m 'k

19 “w e e

. “w o w . 225
SLATING NAILS.

«d, pac 100 1bseerieciereonionanse 8

P AN 8.

3d, ¢ s iiereaisiriens 1 2¢

e : . 178

SHARE AND PLAT PRRSSED NAILS.

3 inch, per 100 Its T 3%
3% and 2y " e 1%
zand 2% .« .« o T 6%
tYandal 0" . 1 85
1 oo e 35
1 . .“ "o 3w



