52 ONCE A MONTH.

clude by menuoning that thoy scem to have re- :: What iz to stop this fawning perveision of Ill phenomena which are moro easily obseryed than
membered, at tho cloventh bour, that they had o, Privce Alfred from the plain profossioual purpuse  explained. It would seom that, whon timos are
midshipman to deal @ith, and that tiuey Lien did ; to whioh his parcuts bave sv wiscly deveted bim 2 bad, materisls sre much more inflammable, tho
what thoy could to graufy tho Prince’s satler-hike, Who is to prevent these abjoot authorities neglect of servants greater, and the suporvision
enthusiasm for tho fair sex, by taking him to seo , doing their best to spuil o frank, straightfornar ., ,e_xercised by employors less vigilant, the propen-
tho marriage of abesutiful young Jewess. Short- |, natural lad, who 1s promisiog so well at the fuur | sity of some articles to spontancous combustion
ly afterwards, ho appears to have been happily , outset of his carcer? It is nut cosy to suggest moro actively oxhibited, and the mystery which
rescued from the eivil and militery Curporation; , an answer to theso questions. How are pevplo, | shronds the origin of most fires is more impene-
to have got back to kis ship, and tv have there, whu have no taot, no tuste, no natural sense of  trable than under ordinary circumstancos. For-
re-assumed, let us hope, the natural pusition in, what is appropriate and no instinetivo terror of |, tunately for the sufferers, the calamities do not
which ho bad been placed by his parents, aed, what 18 ndiculous—who seem to bo influenced, "ordmonly occur in premises which are uninsured,
from which the Llundering local authorities had, parily by the childish pleasure of puttiog ou fine ) 3r the value of which, as well as of the corzmodi-
done their misohiovous utmost to separate him., clothes, with the adult foily supesudded of fecl- | ties they contain, i only partially covered by the
Such gxhibitions of ludicrous ostentation and, ing proud at publicly exhibiting them, and, part. |, amvunt of the policy , and as the Insurance Off-
wrotched toste took place at Lishon and at Malta, )y by the imperious necessity of cringing and; ces usunlly .ot with a prompt liberality in the
—vwith this noticeable difforenco, however, that, crawhing which is the motive power that works ;matter, instauces have been Known of individuals
tho receptivn at Lisbun was dircoted by o foreign | 10 mean natures—houw arc such peuplo as theso emorging from o disaster of this kind in conside-
sovereign, and was, on that very account, an ex- to bo reached by any ordinary prucess of remon- "yably. imf roved circumstances. . Generally speak-
cusable picco of folly. The King of Purtugal, strance? Argument,entreaty, reprouf, cuntempt, ing, indeed, Insurance Companies display o pre-
might natarally cnough fall into the mistake of , the pen of the writer, the tongue of the urator, \ cipitancy which, however commendable in the
supposing that he was bound out of cummun pu-, are all shivered auke sgainst the adamantine yeyes [ ¥4 t!m insurors, is auytlqu but peneﬁcml to
liteness (w soy sothiag of commun regard for his , insensibuiity to every speoies of intellootaal attack  the public interosts Promptitude in the pay-
own diplumatic intereats) tu take formal public | which distinguishes the genuino Fiunkey nature. ment of claims for losses sustained by fire i8 no
notico of the Queen’s son, 05 sowe return for the,  Tho ons ides which ecours to us, in connection j dvabt pelitic as o means of drawing dusiness to
attention which he himself received frem the court y With this very disheartening part of the subject on Office, but the insurerg who would be most
when ho visited this country. The King of Por- | —aund which we beg leave in conslusion, to es-  8trongly attracted are precisely those who would
tugol was pot to bo oxpected to fecl with English- |, press with &ll possible respect—is, that the Queen ( bo mogt‘hkely to be burat out during a commer-
men on such o purely national yuestion as that herself might possibly come tu tho resous of Ler  ¢ial crisis, To be antisfied that every claim will
involved in the professiousl education of tho, son before it is too lato to save him. Her Majes- ,, be hquidute_d and no questions asked, is oll that o
Prince. For these recsons wo can lovk compu-, ty has been pestered with tens of thousands of frandulent. insurer requires. B.onest men who
sedly enongh oa the arrival of the Portuguese, Addresses from her subjecta.  What if she were insure their stock' in-trade or their premizes 88 o
Roynl Barge alongside of the Euryalus; and we ,suddenly to tarn the tables, and actuslly present M matter of precaution, and not of provision, do not
can oe well content to be merely amused by the, hor subjects with an Address from herself 7 May ,need any such inducement, as they never sutici-
reported astonishment of every body at the ala- |, we hope to bo excused, if follewing oat this pate the occurrence of o ﬁre_upder aucp circum-
crity with which the Prince jumped into the barge ,1des, wo venture to lay the folluwing few lines at | Stances as to inepire suspicions of its having
—an astonishment arising, we presume, from a, the foot of the Throne, as o rough eketch: of the ,arisen from other than accidentsl causes, and

general ides that the descent of & Queen's son new kind of Royal nddresses which we are bold
from ea('i Qbueen’s ship’s sid«;, could only be accom- . enough to suggest ?

plished by a spesies of solemn prooession, orby a, .
stage-walk, or by any other mesns, except the|, ' ADDEESS m::;n::cﬁ- ;"‘;;‘gr:fcg““’“ OF HER
menns natural to a lively lad of fourteen who can .

make good use of his legs.

But the cass is altered, when weo get to Malta.
Here, in an English possession, where the,au-
thorities had no cxcuse for awkwardly thwarting »
the Quecen’s intentions, aud misshieviously eleva-»
ting her son above the fres sea-training and the

impartial sea-discipline which can alone make a»
cailor of him—here, the sickening servility of
these receptions of the young Prince reached itsy
climax. The governor, the council, the judges, i

the archbishop, the Protestant bishop, the clergy, «
the nobility, and all the other grandees in the -
island received the midshipman in solemn assem-n
bly on the steps of the palace. Whether they
fell on their kaees at his approach, or whether
they walked backwards till they got in-doors, is
not mentioned—but it is asserted, quite seriously,
that a levée was held; and that, wherever the
Prince went, there a procession persistently went
with him, both before and behind. There was a
ball, too (the midshipman’s partners duly chro-
nicled,) and an illumination, and there would
have been more to do, if the Midshipman had not
« greatly chagrined” the Maltese, by graciously
condescending to allow his Captsin to proceed on
his cruise! Buttho crowning absurdity of all
was accomplished by making the midshipman of
the Euryalus publicly reviow the troops of the
gerrison. When we bad’ arrived at this part of
the nowspaper parrative, nothing else that it
might havo contsined would have astonished us.
After reading of 2ll the soldiers in Malta being
reviewed by & sailor of tho age of fourteen, we
should not have felt the least surprised st being
further informed of the governor boxing the com-
pass, the judges holystoning the decks, or the
Archbishop borrowing the boatswain’s whistle,

and piping oll hands, out of compliment to the

May 1t Prease Your Frungeysmirs,—I, your
much-wearied and much-persecuted Sovereign,
do hereby beg and entreat that you will, for the
future, allow my second son to pursue his pro-
fession in peace and quietness, unercumbered and
unperverted by Receptions, whick separate him
from his messmates, among whom I wish him to
mingle as cae of themselves. Governors, Gener-
als, Admirals; Avchbishops, Authorities, civil and
military, Corporations, of every degree of obesity,
~be s0 good as to learn, once for all, from your
Queen, that true loyalty is one of the forms of
true politeness, in whick the delicacies of restraint,
and the graces of good-sense, count among the
chiefest and the most necessary of courteous com-
pliments. Understand, distinctly, that when I
send my son to sea as & midshipman, it isa flat
contradiction of my intentions for you to receive
him as & prince. Reserve yourspare gunpowder,
therefore, for my encmies; keep your fine clothes
and your processions for yourselves; and by no
means consider it any part of your duty towards
Midshipman Alfred to spoil a good sailor by re-
minding him, to no earthly purpose, that you are
Flunkeys and that he is a Prince.”

If some such pithy expostulation as this should
ever happen, under an extraordinary stress of
circumstances, to be prepared by direction of the
Queen, there i3 no office within the gift of the
Soverecign which it would give us half so much
pleasure to receive as the useful, enviable, and
patriotic office of presenting the Address.
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FIRES IN AUSTRALIA.
(From the Melbourne Argus.)

consequently never expect any dificulty or delay
in the adjustment of their claims, should they
have occasion to prefor them. But inasmuch as
every Insurance Office, in calculating itsrisksand
fixing its preminms, will tike into consideration
its liability to make good the losses susiained by
fire on the premises of incendiary insurers iwhose
business it specially invites, and whose mal-prac-
tices it encourages, by the unquestioning satig-
faction of their olaims,) it follows that the honest
insurer wiil be called upon to pay a higuer per
centago than he otherwise would, and is made to
contribute pro tanto to the reimbursement of the
dishonest insurer for his alleged losses.

The announcement by Dr. Youl of his dotermi-
nation to hold an inquest upon all fires of consi-
derable magnitude and of a suspicious character,
ought to be received with satisfaction both by In-
surance Companies and the insured. Such in-
quiries cannot be instituted too promptly, or pro-
secuted too rigidly, both for the vindication of
innocent persons from suspicion, and in order to
ascertain to whom the crime of arson attaches, in
every case in which it can be proved that the fire
was the act of an incendiary.

Wao 18 THE InsURART ?—It is reported that o
very large sum was insured on the life of Mr.
Heury Watson, of Limerick, who died o few wecks
since ; the following singular letter was sent to
a London office in consequence of the notice of
renewal having been addressed to the late Mr.
Watson, instead of the pariy who effected the
Insurance on his life:—¢George Street, Lim-
erick, Dec. 1, 18569. Dear B8ir,—Will youn be
so kind as to inform me who has insured my
life in the Assurance Company, a8 I
know of no one who has an interest in my life, and
must pronounce it aswindling trensaction. Yours
very faithfully, Hexny Warsor.”

Fize INSURANCE 1N FRANCE.—Ths fire offices
i of France, at the close of the yesr 1865, had in-

The coincidence of numerous fires and of severe , sured property against fire to the amount of
commercial depression in this city, isone of those j; £1,720,000,000 The average cost, inclading all

i

Prince, in the very pulpit itself.



