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cconomical arvangement takos £300  per
annum.

Besides, wo have something to sny nhmlt
the general plan of proceeding ix} tlus busi-
ness, It appoms to ur, that owing to the
unpopularity of the oflice of District Chair-
men, in the enpacity of travelling Elders, and
to the oxistence ot great doubtfulness as fo
their utifity at all, it hus beeu the plan of the
rulors of our Chureh to lessen the burden of
the maintennnce uf Chairmen of Districts on
the several Cireuits,

About twa years ngo, the scrvices of the
Chairmen of Distnicts were so appreciated,
that the office wos abolished. At the Jast
Conference it was revived. This doing and
undning spesks as litle in favour of the un-
changenbloness of the lustitutions of Method:
ism as of the wisdom of ita present managers

Notwithstuuding the restoration of the
office, neither its popularity nor utility has
been improved by a two year's suspc.:nsinn;
and, to render it pafatable, cconomy s prac-
ticed, which in relativn to the pecuninvy
burden on the Citcuits, may be sufliciently
mado cut; but, if it is not robbing Peter to
pay Paut we are not able to describo it.  The
pecuniory burden on the people is incressed
by £150 per annum,  The oftice of Mission-
ary agent is abolished, as not being necessary,
ond £130 per annum saved, but the cost of
two Missionary Agents is substituted, to make
the office of Chairmen of Districts palatable
to the people. At the same time the Chair-
men must be paid somehow, to the smount
that the several Circuits are cased.

We believe that there is no duty more
important, on the Members of a Church, than
to enquure, till they are fuily sutisfied, as to
the appropriation of their contributions; and
there is nothing that will have u tendency to
raise the leuding Members of the Couference
in the esteem of the Members of the Church,
than candid explanations when required, aud
the greatest publicity in general of the whole
management of the finances enttusted to
them. To leave things to be sought outis
painful, if not suspicious.

It, therefore, ought to be a subject of
enquiry, whether £30 per annum, out of the
Missionary fuud, is the actual expense of
the doputations. I it is, why should it not
be charged as travellivg expenses, incidental
to holding Missionary Meetings? If it is,
why should it be made an anmual charge,
whon it is incurred only in a period of a few
weeks in cach year? If it is, why should
we find additional payments for the same
purposes, as published in the Missionary
Revort for last year?  We there find several
payments for expeunses of atteuding Mission-
ary Meceting3, amounting to £24,

It cannat fail to be abserved, that the office
of Chairman is a privileged office.

They aro the rulers of the Conference—
they govern the Church in their respective
Districts —they konw little of the hordships
of o Misstunary life—and if their vespective
Circuits cannnt pay their salaries, the Mis-
sionary fand is available for them; while the
Jjunior Preachiery nud Missinnaries are prac-
tising self-denial, by travelling from shanty to
shenty in the wildoruess, without privileges,

without sympathising friends, and without a
friend to vesort to in time of need.

But we have nat only to complain of an
encroachment on the Missionary fund, made
to pay the salories of Chaitmen of Districts,
but of several other misappropriations, which,
in our o,inion, connot be defended. The
Migsionary Agent ig still paid for the last
year, out of the dlission funds, £168 14s,
notwithstanding the eronomy of giving the
Chuivmen of Districts £300 for tho perform.
ance of the same dwties, A deficiency in
the President’s sralury is, also, made up ont
of tho some fund.  This, last year, was
£22 23, 3d.  An appropriation out of the
same is made to the Contingent fund of £54,
For special serviees, to the President and
another, £23, And for a Physician's bill, to
Mr MeNub, £15, though hie was paid the
full amount of his salary besides, Al these
itoms ought to be expluined, and we trust
they will be.

It is too serious a matter to sce out of the
gross amount of the Missionary collection for
the year, of £2,000, nearly £500, or one-
fourth, appropriated to other purposes than
the Missionary work.,  We ask the Members
of the Church, who contribute the money, if
such was their intention in subscribing 1 and
we ask the Preachers, who conduct the
Missionary Mectings, and plead the necessities
of the Indians and destitute settlers, and the
obligations of those better provided with the
privileges of the Guspel, whether the misap-
propriation is not a breuach of trust and faith.

Nor is this all we have to say on this sub-
ject.  There is un entive departure fiom the
Constitution of the Missionury Society. We
ask, when was the Geuneral Meeting of the
Society called? what number of Lay-men
were present when the five Lay managers
were chosenl  The Constitwtion requirves
that these officers should be ammually chusen
by the Soviety, and that every coutributor of
of £1 i3 o member, and, consequently, has a
vote for the appointment of oflicers.  In the
absence of better information, we strongly
suspect, that this whole business has been
usarped by the same leading members of
Conference who control the other aftairs of
the Church.

Wo feel it our duty, before closing this
subject, 10 ciiticizo the last Missionary Re-
port, w reference to its financial staicment. .

We do uot hesitate to pronounce it a fala-
cious statement,

‘The Report shows a balance in the Trea-
surers hands, at the commeucement of last
year’s account, and the same balance within
£10 at the close of that ecconnt.

This has a fictitious sppearance. It is
cqual to, and, consequently, in agreement
with, having no balance in hand at all; forit
13 evident, that 1t has ne.er been touched nl)
the year thraugh,

1t i3 nutunious, that at the close of the last
Cuonference, that several of the Missivnaties
jeould ot leave Toronto, for .ueir respective
‘S!ations, because the Treasurer had not so
much as £10 in hand! "Where wus the

balunce of £°60 then ?

Buside ., by another admissian in tho same
Repaort, the balance is stated to be only £453,
that it was veduced to this to meet connexional
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demands in England, The same Report
states, that the sum of £302 was paid out of
the balance of £760, nnd that it never came
into the hauds of the Treasurer, and still
remnins due to the Sdcicty.  What is the use
of this unnccessary coufusion 1 when a plain
statement might be mude, which we believe
to be nearly this:—That a balsnce being
due fiom the British Missionary Committee
to the Canada Alissionmy Society, and a debt
for books being due from the Cauada book
concern to the British book concern, the
former has been retained in payment of the
lutter, without the consent of the Treasurer
of the Missionary Society.  This alone solves
the mystery of having poid this sum, and of
never having received it, and of its being
still due, and proves that the balance of £760
ix fictitious. My we ask if' this £302 has
been vepaid to the Missionary fund by the
book concern?

Till this question is answered, we have
the admnission of the Treasurer of the Mis-
stunary Society, that £300 of the Missionary
money bas been uppropriuted to discharge a
debt of the book establishment !

There isanother item equally contradictory,
or equally mysterious.  The sum of £135 is
stated to have been debited to the Treasurer,
in a former Report, but never received ; con-
sequently, the Treasurer takes a credit fer
that amouunt in the last Report.  What sort
of a cash account must it be, to enter £135
that was never received 7 This shows the
want of Auditors, chosen by the Members of
the Church. 'We doubt whether the Lay-
members of the Board of Menagement lave
performed their duty! .

Our readers will think that we have been
too severe in this article, against the Clerical
managers of the Mission faud, but we have
only performod e duty, thongh a painful one,
nor have we fully performed it. 'We may
yet have occasion to make further exposures,
but we forbezr. We hope we have said
cuough to awaken attention, and we find the
spirit of cuquiry spreading among the Mem-
bers of the Church in cvery part of the Pro-
vince. Even those who muy not have made
up their minds to go entirely with us, for a
Lay-representation, will agree with us that
the peoplo have a vight to see to the way in
which their contributions are appropriated~—
that just and true accounts ought to be pub-
lished—that there should be no confusion, or
mystification—and no appropriation out of
one fund, for mbher purposes, than those for
which it is contributed. '

We believe, notwithstanding, that these
results will not be obtained without Lay-repre-
sentation ; and that, in the present article, we

have materially added to the cvidence in
favour of it

The Counsellor of Educatian, Yon Turk,
in ta report nuxents, that in Prusain, amengst 15,000
schonlmaste tx, nre 12,00{l whasesalatt sdo st amoung
to 100 thulers perannum.  In the Hanovarian Sin.os,
the sunual incomo of 436 xchaoluinsters 18 nat qaite
Q26 tharera each 3 740 have an ineome per annwmn of
51~ lintere, and there are 1,427 whore tucvme smounte
to 72 thalers  In the discvier of the Almark thero
nro at ihix very day many who are called ¢ wandrrs
ing schoelansters,” who inve no fixed schoolthouses,
and wha are obitiged 10 instrars their young eehivlme
at intcrvals, at the regidences althe patents and {ss nds
af ke rbutren,  The achoolmsataz m grucol ko
fua wesdawi b the family in whose Louse mboolis
Bxody—Hauburgh Poper.




