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Usinîg this as an introduction, I shall enîîdeavor to review
the subject, which 1 beclicvc is ne ,cgreatlyeoverlooked by many
practitioners. Up tuo 190<) the tutal n umber of recorded case,
is (111v two hîundred and tventv-ive. N'et I amn convinced that
the conditei is nut an umiIlmon (nxe: the only coiclusion

being that it is often everleoked or ioe probal diagnosed
as soe other condition.

oilatatin of the stomnach ;n some i f its more eir less
cie 'i c foris wc are all faniliar witl. but dilatation coming
oen suldcnly andl accompanied symptomens so al.rming. I
velitutre t, state. is not so qickly recognized. The cause of
tilîs condition is as vet somliewlat obscure. Thecre have been
many thies advanced, none of wihich arc entirely satisfac-
tory.

The two main theories are (i ) a mechianical obstruction,
due to a prlapse o the siiall bowel into tie pelvis. tius caus-
ing a mechianical pressure of the nescntery upon the duode-
ninu as it crosses the spinal coluni. Experimentaily this has.
been prducel by a rope attached to the mîesenterv 7in the
cadaver and drawn threoungh the pelvis with a veight attaclhcd.
Bv this it was estimated that the veiglht eof the simiall bowel
in the pelvis was sudticieit to cause enough obstruction to
produce an acute dilatation. Against this thieorv is the fact
thiat the small intestines are often found prolapse(l into> the
pelvis yet acute dilatation is not found. Again in many of
the autopsies no compression oer (listento>n of the duodenun
has been found.

Another theorv is that it is due to a paralytic condition
of the nervous supply of bovel and stornach. In proof of this
is the fact that acute dilatation can be produced in dogs by
section of the vagi. and also that it often occurs following an
anaesthetic or injury where there is shock. Ner4ous influence
might explain those cases following a blowN' the head. and
pressure on the vagi night also explain those cases occurring
during pneumonia or pleural exudates. The truth of the rnat-
ter is probably a combination of both factors: one factor be-
ing more prominent in one case. another in another.


