4 THE PRINTER’S MISCELLANY.

if he was not a good scholar, so much the worse
for the master, who had this difficulty to over-
come in learning the boy, and the less profitable
he would be as a workman, The employer,
therefore, found it to be to his interest to exer-
cise great care and judgment in the selection of
apprentices, and generally chose those whose
education had been the least neglected :—

** It i< wnmecessary 1o inform our readears tha the stan®
dard of cducation among printers has, within the lan
twenty-five years, heen materially lowered.  Fornerly
thorough knowledge of orthography, a faiv acquaintance
with the rules of grammar, and 2 reasonable amount of
general information, were esteemed indispensable quali-
fications for a compositor.  Fifty vears ago, it is safe to
say, the majesity of printers were competent to edit the
paper on which they worked, if not to wiite its contents,
at Jeast to put them in type cosrectly. “Then a printer
wits looked up to as i man above the common- as one
possessed of an extrnordinary degree of learning, and to
whom questions of spelling and grammatical construction
were referved, as to high authority.  Then the oftice of
proof-reader wis an easy charge, and compositors took
pride in omaking “clean proofs,” and 2 pride in their
avacation, which was aided by, as it was an aid to edu-
cation.  Now we have changed all that. ‘The ranks of
printers in city offices ave crowded by men who having
gone 10 school long enough to get asmattering of *read-
ing, writing and arithmetic,” and served perhaps a year's

According to Rowell’s Newspaper Dircctory
there are issued in the Dominion of Canada,
Newfoundland and the United States, the fol-
lomng papers:-- ‘

, .u‘v.l v l Nt Totale.

Dudly.. PR Y 738 ' ... 782
‘I'ri-weel Ciiieeecane. 18 jo! 2 90
'sunl-\\cctcly a 12t 3 135
Weekly.. . 53 162350 3 6o
Bi-Weekly 1 33: 1 33
Semi-monthly 2 l 13 ... 107
Maonthly. .. 400 77 .. 794
Bi-Month! = i a3 cee 13
Quarterly.. 3 : [ 2N 70
Totalse. .o oveet. g70 08129 g 8.617

‘T'he same authority gives the following as the
average circulation in the Dominion and New-
foundiand : —
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Dadly ......,o0 350 /....72034 1650 23450+ .. 3333)e. s
ln-\\;ekl).... .; 600 1216 200f.... 1503|411
Semi-weekly .. 23 ... 1800)1450  087] 338
Weekly [ Soo 8"8114,) 1286 27haz 3184 246
Breweekly . (AR 530 .. v e ee] 430
Semi-monthly L .{ 9oof.... 27500, ...
Mouthiy.. .. N 700 700 23231...." 2086}....
H-monthly. ... ;‘ 1600 ceefeees tiiiifunen
Yotaks...... 534 : 88 Il;qé n;z 1370|1250 32535) 328

apprenticeship at the case, join the honorable pany
of journeymen on a footing of equality with veterans of
thirty years service. A good deal can be learned in a
printing office, but the rudiments of a fair cducation
must be gained before the scholar entars it.”

‘The Christmas nuwmber of B Bells, con-

taining several engravings, was worked on a

rotary press. This is a step in the diveetion of
applying the rotary system to book printing.
‘T'his should be good news to printers and pub-
lishers, for as facilities are increased, and, con-
sequently, cost reduced, so books will multiply.
I'here is not much doubt but that in a few years
there will be three hooks printed where there is
only one done now. For the cheap and quick
production of books there is something requived
besides fast presses, . ¢, a low-priced, cimple,
and serviceable composing and distributing ma-
chine.  Our printing machinists should bestir
themselves in this matter.  There would seem
to be no reasonable doubt but that a machine
will yet be invented that will azcomplish satis-

factorily all the work of setting and distributing '

type.  There is surely some latent genius in
our printing offices that would go a great way
towards helping the world out of this difficulty,
if our printers would only take the trouble to
think of it. “There is a fortune in it for the for-
tunate one who works out the problem 10 a suc-
cessful solution.

'

The following table exhibits the number of
newspapers isswed and the number of copics
printed, per year, for each inhabitant, as also
the average avea for each publication in the
])mummn and Newfoundland :--

1
1

i Nu. ot copivr,

dritish Columbin.. ..., 6

\hnilnlm. . 5

vew Brunswie, 28
Nova Scotia. 41
Ontario...... )

P K, Island. 10
Qm:bcc. 97

\e\\'l’nm ............. 12

Il the 'xbow l'\l)lc is correct, and we ln\'c no

doubt it is so far as Messrs. Rowell & Co. are
concerned, it wounld show that New Brunswick
ranks third on two counts and fourth on the
other.  British Columbiz has the largest area
for each publication, while Newfoundland prints
the lowest number of copies for each inhabitant.

St John Typographical Union, No. 85, was
dissolved by resolution of the Union on Satur-
day, the Sthinst.  Tts property is to be held in
trust by its late Financial Secretary, Mr. Chas.
Ferguson, to be by him handed over to.any
Typographical Union that may hereafter be
formed in this city.




