MINING RECORD

NOVA SCUTIA'S IRON DEPOSITS.

“*At a meeting of the mining committee of the board
of trade it was decided to request the Dominion gov-
ernment to assist in an investigation of the extent and
value of the iron ore deposits of Nova Scotia. The
big steel companies have spent a good deal of money
in investigations of this kind, an1 their information is
probably accurate, but what the mining committee de-
sires is that this information should be general, not
the exclusive possession of two companies, The idea
is that the government should send an expert from the
Dominion geological survey, who would spend a season
in this provinee and become thoroughly acquainted
with the iron deposits, their extent and value, and give
thr pablic the benefit of his investigations,”

Commenting on the foregoing from he Halifax
Herald, one who has had an eye on Halifax and its
methods thus breaks forth in & letter to the REecorp

*'0 little town of Halifax,
How siill, how still we see thee l'e
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep,
The silent stars go by.”
Philips Brooks ?

“To drop poetry and not quite forget the fable of
the belly and the members, is Halifax ever happy
except when begging 7 Is it not already over-pap-fed
hy tne governments ? Is it not a distribating point
only beeause of its magnificent harbour, rather than a
producer ; and is it not a subject of ger
at industrial centres that it is a vampire; that its eit.
izens busy themselves with other peoples affairs ; that
its professionals organize and boom all kinds of mines,
and lumbering schemes, often to the detriment of these
interests ; that they get more than their proper «hare
of erown lands, mining areas and tin
vineial exhibitions, g
ileges, 7

Why does the Halifax Board of Trade pluma itself
on doing more for the publiec weal than is done by ot.
hers? Have not Sydney, North Sydney, ) Glas-
gow, Pictou and other towns given bonuses for the es
tablishment of iron. steel and other works in “addition”
to merely petitioning the government for assistines 7
asks Mr. James T. Burchell. Outside its memw r+, has
not much information, as to the extent and value of
the iron ores of Nova Seitia been gathered in various
official and other publications of the last sev enty years?
What of the special reports by Hon, Gilpin and others
of the exhibition committees, of the provineial depart-
ment of wines, and the mines braneh of the geologieal
survey 7 Do not the mining society of Nova Scotin
and the provineil museum disseminate jost such in
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formation ? asks the Hon. Robert Drummond. Has
not the Maritime Mining Record recently published
several articles on our iron ores ?

Are not reports issued from year to y

i, by the
Department of Mines which give the statistics of pro-
duction of minzs at work; on deposite proved to be of
commercial importance, as at Londonderrv, Bridgeville,
Torbrook, and Nictaux, Whycocomagh, Brook field,
Newton Mills. Selma, Goshen, Arisaig, Barachois, Bois-
dale, Clementsport, and other places, ?

Might not the “mining committee” define a little
more clearly what it wants ? Is it information on the
iron deposits not at present worked, the results of pri-
vate investigations on areas recently explo.ed by cer-
tain companies, which should, the committee appears
to thiak, be made public for the use of others? Op
dous it desire to know to what extent iron mining in
Nova Scotia can be expanded, or the ores of the prov-
luce come into competition with those from Wabana,
and other scources ? Does not Halifax need a few
more Captaios of industry,

PUMPING PLANT FOR COMSTOCK MINEY

One of the most important deals in mining mach.
inery ever made on the Pacific Coast was elosed in San
Francisco recently. This was the awarding of the con-
tract for the permanent pumping plant which is to
drain the group of middle mines upon the Comstock
lodde to the great vertical depth of 3000 feet through
the Ward shaft.  The suecessful vidders were the In-
ternational  Steam Pump Cowmvany of New York,
whose works are in Harrison, New Jersey, and the
Westinghonse Eleetric and Manufactur ing Company of
Pitt<burg, Penusylvania, The contract price iy about
£850.00¢

The contract calls for two first motion, electrica’
driven Express pumps, each of the units to have a .~'ll>-
acity for lilting 1600 gallons of water per minot o o
gainst a pressure equivalent to a height of 1500, feet
or [trem tl e 5000 foot level up to the level of t' 0 soueh
lateral bruneh of the Sutro tunnel.  Each P amp is to
be driven by a 600-horse slow sp.ed indue-
tion motor,  "I'he $80008 contract Just awarded in.
eludes besides 605 feet of 16 inch puwp  eolumn pipe,
(the Ward Shaft Association already ’.a\-ing 900 feet
on hand)- a travelling erane for the Yyump station; an
automate oiling system; a small air compressor for
filling the air chambers, a small vacuum for discharg-
ing the vapor from the suetion chamber; all the piping
and valves of every description for completing the in-
sta'lation and a complete set of duplicate parts of the
pumps,
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