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(litiers, liOWcvel, froui' thle adttlt ini ha-viuîg the tarsi one-, i,îstead of tllîrce-

jointed. 'l'lic hodly is so soft at birth and clutritig the live mnoultq wihichi

follot%' iliat the iiytpIis are frequently drownled, not heing able Lo raîse

their bodlies above the suirface filin so easily as (10 the more rigid adults.

DI )ring thce suimier there arc varying mnurs of broods, depending

large)>' upoii the lenguli and temiperatuire of the season, for this simple life-

history' k repeated as fast as the insects reach maturity.

1 lydroinetra is a carnivorotis insect, its food consisting of the jtuice-s

of insects that fa)) jito the water, and the itnmber of these is considerable

along the grass>' aquatic borders. \%'len suicli a hiapless insect faits inito

the water it is at once pounced uipon by one or several voraciotis Hydro-

mietraq. wtho insert. their l>eaks and procee1 to stick tlîe juices froni their

stili struggling vicjuni. 1 have seen no less than ten thus stirrotind their

pi*ey, aIl tvitl tiheir lieads iii the direction of comnion interest and their-

bodies radiating outward. 'Tli body and legs of 1-lydronietra are covere(l

wvith inuute hairs, wvhich I)rcveiit thc body froni being, easily wet. 'l'ie in-

scct kq constantly engaged iii lifting its legs into the air to dry tîheml,for ifthe)

once l)ecomre wet they sink throtigl tlîe surface film just as %vouild a float-

ing, needle. \V'hen Hydrontetra does break througli tie surface filmi lie is

often able to free one le- after anotlier, and then by main force raise his

body up also.

In Leîlîierry and Severin's Catalogue of the Hemiptera there are

listed eleven species of Hydrometra, but this list is not conîplete, foir il

does uiot contaiui Il lincata. These eleven species are niostly tropical

and %lib tropical, with the exception of the European species and olie

from Siberia. One sp)cCies from tlîe Philippines miay eventually become

a miember of the fatina of the United States, thougli at present H. liteati

us our sole re))resentative of this genus. It seemis that subsequent stuld%

will shiow more species wihin the bourîdaries of the Ulnited States, and

that Say's v'ariety austr-a/is will be fouind to be a distinct species.


