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forms, the silent ordinances of God's great law-the unspoken voice pose that we sharpen our wits if they have nothing to work upon.
of llim in whom we live, move and have our being, -the hurnan But this somethingr to work upon i8 the very thing which our owrn.
mind attains its rarest, ripest akili, the human faculties quieken and institution supplioe. We have in our library the treasures of theory
develope into their moat vigorous, most abounding life. and fact, the records of observations and reasonings which constitute

This may be aIl very well, 1 fancy 1 hear some onie saying, the knowledge and the wisdom of the paut. And in the same Iibrary,
for those that like it, but the knowledge we want is a know- by the continted accession of new works representativea of moderil
ledg e of life; the knowledge that is most useful-rnost indispen- tbought and modern research we enter into intellectual possession of
sable-ie knowledge of men. I admit this. IlThe proper study of the present. And this is what we are bound to do. It rnay be ail
mankind i8 man." I admit this. The thoughts, the passions, very well to talkasoeeolwilakbutheuprrtyf
the characters, the actions of our fellow-men are influences very mother wit over book-learuin<i But nowhere can a man keep hirnself
near to us. They touch us ail round. We are immersed in abreat of the intellig'ence of lis age without book learning-least of
them. It concerne us to comprehend tbem. We shall miss our ail can we venture to make the experirnent here, -we who inhabit a
mark if we miscalculate them. If we would study men, if we would city which with ail the beauty of its environments, and ail the vene-
be good judges of human nature we inust-to use the quaint language rableness-as tbings gro i n these parts-ail the venerableness of its
of Bacon-we muet lay aside the idols of the den-must corne out of associations is not, it must at length be conceded, I suppose, quite
the cavern of our individual peculiarities with its dimn disto ting lights, the centre and source of civilizationu. Upon libraries then and books?
and observe mankind under the broad, clear light common to ail. if we would not faîl behinid in the race, upon libraries and books we
And this we shall only do by the aid of history. It is by observing mnust rely as our main means of intellectual culture. Sornething we have
man as hiehba lived under varied conditions, by tracing, the connexion in this way. Moea ed n rutta u ud Ill go

of events, by weighing, tcsting, estirnating the relative strength Of increase that the best thought and freshest knowledgre of the day wil
the many conflicting, modifing causes and influences by which events always be accessible to us and familiar amongst us. And here per-
have been produced, that we shall 50 train and restrain, so file and haps I might leave the matter; but in truth I arn bath to leave it here.
finish what natural gifts we may have or attain to that swiftness of The lite rary character stands first in the description of our Society.
insight, and ripe ness of judgernent, which we ail flatter ourselves that And though the office, I have been assigyning to books and libraries
we possese .if we would be good judges of human nature-if we is an important and an honorable office, yet it je but a subsidiamy and
would understand the present, or forecat the future, we rnust flrst of a secondary one. Now I arn certainly led by natural disposition-I
ail have practised ourselves to reconstruct the past. llistory then think I arn called by the occasion to take, before I bring these
and science entering thus of necessity into ail mental cultivation we observations to a close, at east one brief glance at the hnmanizing
have in our Literary and Historical society the aide and incitements influence of literature valued and followed for its own sake. And
by which sucli cultivation 15 induced, and advanced. We have ini our since I have trespassed already too long upon your attention, I shial
girary a large collection of books, and we have in our stated confine rnyself in what I say about this influence to this one single
meetings that intellectual co-operation which can make those dry c onside ratio , -that the love of literature takes us into good company.
boues live. The orgranization of the society which prornotes the Books that livje, preserve and perpetuate for our society and conversa-
literary habit and invites to original research cannot well be set at a tion the selectest minds of ail the ages. No magician's fabled wand
value that is too highi for it. It is by trying to do a thing that we was ever nightier to conjure up the dead than is the spell that every
learn to know it. I rernember to hhad about the tirne of the student of literature holds in his hand. The world's master-spirits
revolution of 1848, how that Mr. Louis Blanc then chiefly known as wait upon bis will. Addison will corne at bis caîl to chamm a vacant
the great socialist authomity on the organization of abor, who, you hour with the exquisite ease, the genial archness of hie tahk, and the
recollect, was one of the provisional governent in Paris, found bis delicate grace of bis wit. Bacon, laying aside the cares and the
office invaded one mornng by an excited thmong of lis disciples, snares of state, will unfold, of a wintem' s evening, hie grand concep-
dernanding the instant realization of hie theories. "4What did they tions for the Creation of sience,orpuitoitengaswh

~yn '"The organization of labor."l It was in vain that the philo- rnany a quaint proverb and many a sparkling phrase, those wiee coun-
sophca minister assumed them that the thing could not be done in a sels for the conduct of life which, sh isl eycrehm

moment. These turnultuous deputations do not wait upon minieters, to men's business and bosorns. Or, if his mind be in more imagina-
I believe, ia order to listen t0 eason. They were getting furous; tive rood-if he be disposed to
when a great thought came jnto the statesman's mind. Singing out
the rnost unreasonable of bis admirers, he said, "lThe thing, shahl be "Feed on thoughtu that voluntary inove
done, and at youm dictation. What shahl I write ?", and taking apen and Harinonioui numberu,"
a sheetof foolscap, he waited for the word. The man whom he addessed a l a ie obssd-gdbfr i ietelnso
steppeci confidently fomward. He rejoiced. The boum of the unap. aoen obl a ntees o bis side-a e barehs tie-tsed lnso
preciated was corne1 "lWhat shah I1 write?" "9The oryanization woenbecutnnebtknoeta a enue
of labor." H1e wrote it. £Wbat next?" "IThe organization of "osondhgtadlv aolu as;"
labor." lie wrote it again; and a ain hooked up expectant. The
organizer began to get flurried. e took a tuu across the oom, A blind old man, to whom if hua been given to
carne back, and, placing his hand to. his.head, repeated, for the third
tirne, "gThe organazation of labor-is-is a more difficult matter than "Seo and tell
I tbougbt if was." There it is : the bending of the mind to original 0f things invisible te mortal sight;

effort, whether it be for the production of a state paper, the composi. And ho!1 under Milton's guidance he is present in the conclave of
sion of a treatise, or the investigation of a phenornenon, cannot failth ebliuanesw
to teacli a man sornething about his subject and sornething abou ee

hirnself. The criticism of his friends will probably teacbhlm sorne. " ligh upon a throne of royal state, which far
tbhn* more, always supposing that the society to whose criticisin hie "Outshone the wealth of Ommus or of Ind,
lucurations are submitted do not descend, as such societies have a "Or where the gorgeous East with icheet hand
tendency f0 descend, into a mutuai admiration society. I may "Showers on hem kings barbarie peani and gold,
assume, I tbink, thaf theme je no fear of that with us; but that we "Satan exalfed saf, by merit aised
shah mreap the full benefit of such co-operafion, not the least of which "To tbaf bad eminence."1
arises out of the free discussion and conversation wbich follow theHeha ttbi daenduegzsonherndfmaf

eading of our papers. These are the very fbings f0 keep a manH.hashabihdatadsh.aeeoflcgndoref
within those bouncis of strict and sober staternent whicb in the guâb the fallen angels-
of composition the un.accustomed pen is apf to overheap. The Cor- "lMajestic fhough in ruin,-
rection of error, bowever, and the enforcement of accumacy, invahuable H1e thmilhs under the weimd power of that infernal eloquence, or
as these are, are nof the onlygood purposes whicb a competent fact totespl o hs "h mnelqlé"-te igt n

face criticism subeerves. In the prompt dealing wifh novel views s o ytheuns pevl; and b. heae1qeý-ohrs tan
and the pompthandling of new facts neceeitated by the exigencies of

oral debate, a man acquimes, if ever be càn acquire, siftneeu and pro- "The merry belle ring round,
cision of mental movemlent. And b. acquires more than that. 11e And the jocund rebec eound
acqniree mental fecundity. The mind je fetilized by the heat evolved "To many a youth and many a maid
in the play and collision of thought and bears more abundant crope "Dancing in the chequered shade
-crope that eping up not from those ideas only which have been "And young and old corne forth to play
impianted from withnut, but frmr uneuspected seeds of thought (iOn a sunehine holiday."I
warmed into life witbîn. After ail, however, if will be to no pur. Or if bis fancy take a différent sweep, stepping back tmre thrcO
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