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He carefu]ly studied the -art of parliamentary fcncingy, by corn-
paring the spechles on opposite sides and naticing hiox\ air-urents
rnight be ansivered. He oftcn attendcl tlue debates ini the 1-bouse,
and thiere Icarned rnuchi that serveci irn ini aftcr %,cars.

In 1780, at the age of tPnyon,1itt left Camnbridge andc was
cailed ta the bar. In the autunin of the saine yoar a gecal
clection took place. H-e offéred hirnscif as a candidate for the
uniivcrsity. The learned doctors, thiinking it presuimption inl so
Youngy a man to solicit so liigi -a distinction, placed inii at the
bottom of the 1)011. But lie received, a scat for thce borouigh of
Applcby. The country %v'as at tlîat tiîne ini a dangerous position.
Army aftcr army xvas sent in vain ïagainst thflc Narth-Amicr-ican
colonists. France, Spain and Holland liad united, secking evng
for tho wvotnds itillicted bv Chiathani. The commnand of the
MVediterranoan Iiad becu lost. Thec British flag cauld s carccly float
in the Britisli Channel. The king and parliaiaent %vcrc alike mi-
popular, and had lost alrnost ail -authority. Even the ranks of the
opposition liad been divided, and werei- nowv but imperfectly unitcd.
hc larger of these two, parties liad at its hiead flic Marý-Iiquis of

Rockinghiam ; but -wis lcd ini thie Commions by Fox, the ablcst
debater and anc of thie grcatest o rators E nglanci Iiad scen. Pitt
naturally joinod the smallcr section, composed of aId falloworcis of
Chathamn, nowv led by Shieiburnte.

On thc :?6thi of ]Jcbruary 1781, lPitt macle lus first speech ini the
House, in favor of ]3urkce's plan of reform. Fox steod up at the
saie time but gave way. Macaul-av says: "huei lofty yet aninatcd
deportictut of the voung, incmber. luis perfect soIf-possession, the
rcadiness witlî w'hici hoe replied ta thec orators m-lho hiad prcceded
lîli, the silver tones of luis voice, the per*ftct structure of luis un-
premcditated sentences astonishied and deligluted hiis licariers."
B3urke, moved even ta tears, exclainied: '« It is not a chip off die old
block ; it is the old block itsclf." '« Pitt wvill bo onc of the first
men in parlianient," said a m-eiluer of flic opposition to Fox. C, I-le
is SQ alroadi(y," wvas the magnanimous reply. On twvo subsequent
occasions during the session hoe sustaiiîed thoe reputation lie lîad
acquired.

On the defoait of thie Lord Northi Ministry, Rocki nghani became
first miîîister. Fox and 5lieîburne becarne Secretaries of State. To

WILLIAM PITT.


