
TWO HUNDRED AND FORTY MILES BY CART
TOWARDS H-ONAN.

T H-E closingf of navigation at the Port of Tientsin throughi the
freezing of the river, cut off ail hopes of groingy thither by

sea, and thence iniland to Pang Chiachwvang, south-west, by
house-boat on the Grand canal or river as the Goforthis hiad done.
A telegrain fromn Goforthi said, "'Corne." The question then
ivas, /10w. To gTo overland aloile ivithout a gireater knowledge of
Chinese than to say, "«lie " in a loud toile of voice, ivas out of the
question. (This wvord does not irnply flhc Chinese are a nation
of liars : it meîans "«corne in.,") Whien w'e w'ere pondering over
the possibilities, the arrivaI of Rev. E. IH. James, of the E igclish,
I3aptist mission, put an end to our difficulties. He wvas on his
wvay froin England to Tsing Chcu Fu, twvo hutndred and forty
miles froin Chiefoo towvards Honan. He- at once ofièred to escort
me, and ivas str;ýight%%ay chosen as guide, philosopher and friend.
Froin T.sing Chieu Fu they could pass nie on to the next station,
and so on to the cnd. According"ly lie infornîed his "Iboy,"
(aged thirty) of niy nieeds, viz ; Two carts, one for my 'boxes
and anc for myseîf. Tlic forcignclrs have no deaingsf with thc
Chinese in business niatters. A boy acts as go-bctwcen iii beat-
ing do'vn the priccs, and it is undcrstood by ail that he is entitIcd
to a "squeezc"' for bis troublc. It is bclicved that this "squeeze"
is niuch lighter tlîai thc ane you wvould gect if you tried to do
business çdirectly. Mr. Jamecs hiiself employcd a covered chair,
requiring four bearcrs, and four others ta relieve on such a long
journcy. This more easy mnode of travel his hicalth compcllcd
himn ta choose. Tie pefls of cart-travcl, diligentlyexgrad
beforchand by your fricnds, are ta, be cndured only by the robust
and tiose wvith wcll-kniit fra nies. Ladies do wcll in rarcly vonl-
turing abro-ad in a cart evcn if it bc well paddcd on four sidos
îvith beddiing. This -ancicnt institution" lias tîvo wlhcels like those
of a smaUýil locomotive whicli you at oncc tinik of as you speed
alr.ng1 over the his alla plains a thec rate of 234 miles an) hour.
The first two or thire days no trotting wvas possible. Even aftcr
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