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Hin who lias said "And I, if I be lif ted up from the carth, wvill dra s
iiien unto nie." And again "Ail authority bath been given unto nip il,
heaven and on earth ; go ye, ti ierefore, and make disciples of ail the nittktîII.
baptizin- thein into the naie of the Father, and of the Son anîd of the lelv
Ghiost : teaching thein to, observe ail things whatsoever I comimantoityen:,;
and Io, I arn with you always, even unto the end of the worl1(l."

SEVENOAKS, KENT, June 1. 188. JAISES CALV1iT.

THE KARENS.
[Paper read lacfore the Conférence by Mm~. NV. F. Armstrong. It miade a doop impreî.ýql..ED4
TrE only apology for ny appearance Jiere tis evening is t1iat 1 ai,, n,.

only Karen missionary attcnding this Conference, and so noblo a,
should not be passcd by unnotàced. Thousands of themi arc pryn fur 1pe,
and it is riglit that we siîould remember thent.

The Karens wvere once the hiill tribes of Burinali, treated by the Bîiriî,.l'\
with the greatest injustice and cruelty. While theyw~ere under the Iîrî,s
Governrnent they hid thernselves in the jungle on the mountain sides,.
cealing the paths to their bamboo homes, and constantly moving- fronmje1
place to another to avoid detection. They w'ere content to ]ive on the pro
duce of their gardens, to wveave their own clothing, and to, bu ab indelii'îîdrldnt
in the forest as the birds or the becs.

Their religion wvas peculiar to thenselves. They livedjuire, hoinest, tl.,
fui lives-I speak advisedly-they were unboundcd in their hospitalitv, had(
nto idols; but made offerings to, propitiate the dernons whorn thcy fettiecd.

They haid no books, but they liad earefully preserved traditions of it bj(o
thcy once posscsscd to which they %vere disobedient, and it wstliiel,
from them. Sorne day-so, their legends ran-their 'wltite bretînren %vouiit
corne across the sca ini ships and bring back thc b&ok whlîi told of tuie Gireat
Fathier. Thcy retaitied niuch of the moral and historical paris of Ille ()Id
Testament in sayings of their old men, and it seerns probable that t.hov llud
at some time liad acccss to its sacred pages.

No Nwonder such a people should receive tlue gospel whien it carne, No lieo.
pie have ever been discovered who were so preparcd for it or wvlos~e 'vrv
prejudices were on its side. '%Vhen miissionaries ame aniong thiell t.ieiroîd
nuen said, This is wvhat, our fathers told us of, it is this for which we aes
long waitcd ; and they flocked by hntndreds to reccive it. Not withotut elitng
of heart. Their simple faithi took Christ at His word ; the Spirit a(.conh.
icd that word. Though they were ignorant and untaughit in schols, thmev
carne forwvard eagcrly to learn, believing -%ith aIl their licarts, and te.
cciving tlie promise of God "lto evcry one that believeth."

An entire change lias been wrouglit arnon- tlîrni in the last flfty yCarý.
Now there are over 450 Karen parislies, eacli one of whlîi supports its ovii
native pastor and its own villag-.e school, and irnany subscribe largely to send
the gospel farther on.

There are about 30,000 baptized communicants, and fully 100,000 rionni:l
Christians, about one-sixth of the whole tribe in Burn.Ii.

A m-narked characteristie of their Christianity is tluat tlucy are carnest for-
ci-n missionaries. They hav'e their own forcign missionary society aiid srîîd
out their owvn young men to distant counitries and otherlnggespo.
ir.- thein there and re-enforcing theni as the need arises. Thiese have oieiud
up new flelds of labor wliere othier missionaries could not reach ; thiey havc
t ;ilzeci edtuated and dlevotecl Karen %vives te assist thieni, and have ne 1 oî
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