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lIt is remarkable in 'what obscure places the seed is often sown which
feeds distant generations. Bethlehem Ephrata was but littie among the
thousancts c~f Judah, yet out of lier came lie wvlo, -%as to rule Israel.
And in no less an humble and obscure place did hie labor an4 pray Who is,
in some sense, the parent of Teutonie Cliristianity, the only type of
Christian belief and l5fe in modeiý . timnes -%vih is in any respect worthy
to be called Christian. A bit of land amid the lasbing waters of the
Irish Sea-a basait reminiscence of awful geological disturbance-a
dank, stern isiet shrouded in Ilebridean niists, and yet the home of a
saint of Hebraie earnestness, of a ruler whose sceptre was religion,
and whose kingdom vas the rougli hearts of whole septs of barbarians,
of a prophet Who, with bis Reltie contemaporaries, laid deep foundations
for the blessing of niankind in the succeedingr thirteen hundred years.

Of ait places, how -%vas it that liona should bave been chosen as the
fuleruna for Columba's activities ? What site more bleak, more forbidding,
more isolated ? The story is interesting. Somebody bas called attention
to the fact that every Irishnian Wvho has dist;nguisbed himself has dlone
so either on the battle-field or in the, court-, of law. Columba was ne
exception. Ris unregenerate days -%ere spent in foray and feud. The
saint was, in the first instance, a red-handcd kcrn, and it may have been
penitential and remorseful reminiscence which made ibis lonely spot so
congenial, to hir.a; but the imnmediate impulse te settlement there came
fromn bis legal entanglements ; for the record is that before bis migration
fromn Ireland le liona, the future saint-lus soldier life being abandened
for tbat of a priest-became involved i» a lawsuit 'with bis bishop. The
Irish flgbtingr iistinct vas not yet ero-wded out of the converted sout.
Yet tie cause of the trouble was se manifestly the bishop's unreasonable-
mess, that wve cannot refrain from, giving Columba our sympathies, or froma
palliating bis offence in deviating frem the apostolie injunction 'with wvhich,
the sixth of Corinthians opens. It seems that Columba, wvith unwearied en-
thiusiasm, had thrown himself jute the task oie eopyingl large portions of the
Bible verbatim et literatim from the precieus episcopal rnanuscripts. When
the 'work was eomplet&ld the bishop, claimed the copy as a sort of property-
plsgiarism. This ledl te ltigation, and the ju2dge (an original Dogberry)
decided in the bisbop's ;.avor, on~ the ground £laat he wko owned the cow
owr.ed lier cayj. Thereupon Columba dotcrmained te shake the dust of the
homeland from his feet. Witli a few followcrs he embarked in a boat of
Itides, and coasting along the stormy shores of the Scotch islands, ]anded

finally upon loua, therc to, begin his noble career of evangelization.
Not a very remaricable incident this, talcen by itself. As if, for ex-

ample, a chieftain of the Shiré Huigblands sluould become enraged with bis
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