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fifty Volunteers gathercd from the varions tinivorsities, medical collegcs,
and otiier educational institutions of the British isles, and spent a week in
conference under the leadership of mon whio arc acknowledcd authiorities
on tlic questions of inissionary fields, needs, and xnetliods. The object of
the conference wvas the study of the bcst ineans of increasing intcrcst at
hiomo and effcctiveness abroad. Rcturncd inissionaries and mnissionary
travellers ý%%'erc present to teit of the great wants of the hecathien wvorld, and
to advise a. to the bcst methods of preparation for the field and wvork in
it. A glance at the naines of sonie of the speakers will give a hint as to
the hlpfulncss of the conference to the yoting mon. Among others ýwere,
J. Hudson Taylor, Mr. Stewart, and Mr. 1Recd, of China ; Dr. Guiness,
Bishiop Hill, and MXr. Smith, of Africa ; Mr. McChieyne Paterson and
Wright llay, of India, and of those -vho have, written and travelled in the
interest of mnissionE, Dr. George Smith, Dr. Murray Mitchell, Dr. Barbour,
Mr. Eugene Stock, and Mrs. Isabella Bird Bishiop.

The subjeets discnssed at this convention -were intercsting and cmi-
nently practical. For flec sake of brevity we group them under several
hecads, thus giving a consensus of opinion on varions subjeets rather thian
presentîng in detail the thouglits brouglit forward by separate speakers.

As to the necd of tlic laeathen world for the Gospel, Mrs. ]3isliop, the
celebrated traveller, niade the noteworthy confession that she w'as a " con-
vert to missions throngh seeing missions and the need for thein. " She
added: Missionaries by their lives and characters, and by the -work
they are dloing everywherc 1 have seen them, have produced in niy immd
such a change and sucli an enthnusiasm iii favor of Christian missions, thiat
I cannot go anywh'~erc w%%ithout speakzing about thenii and trying to influence
others in thecir favor -wvho mnay bc as indifferent as I %vas 'before, 1 went
amnong' hliten countries."

Many of the hocathien lands are one seething mnass of corruption, politi.
cal, social, and moral, frouin the top to the bottoni stratuin of societv.
Soine of tiche iathien religions are un deroing a, revival of propagaiidisin,
but at thecir best are entirely 'wYithout. power to uplift thecir adherents or to
rid mani from the thraldoni of sin. Tlîc preponderating influences of
these religions, M.Nrs. Bishiop thînks it is no exaggeration to saIy, are

carthily, sensuaýl, devilishi."
To mecet this cuit f roi the hecathien world there is a great ed of mnore

laborers. Tliere iiiist bc a " personal" caîl to cadi mnx, thougli tiuis
niay flot ian a - special" cali. TIiirty millions are dying cvery year
withiout Christ. There is great, paucity of miissionaries tlîrougiout, thie
whole heatheni -,world. Central Asia and Central Africa are practically
ivithout mnissionaries, whilo large portions of Porsia, Arabia, and Cîxlinus
are also destitute, of Nvorkcrs. Wliat are needed are the " bcst men at
thocir bcst"-mien '%lo, have iii thecir heuarts a love likec that 'which Christ
liad -for a lost wor]'l, men who have an overwhehxning sense of thie value
of cadi of the thousandi millions of unievaiigelized, souls, and of thieir lost
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