
P44 fll'RAHMNISIM lAST AND PRESENT. [Aprîl

watered by the Jumna and the Ganges, ii its great cities-Pelii, Oude,
and Benares-and its amazing fertility of soil, the lapse of ccnturies bas
brouglit great changes. The fertilizing rivers mnade them. almost inde,
pendent of rain, they had. no call to pray for heat, the forces of natiire
were slowly uniform in their action, and the fecundîty of the earth muade
tluem nmeditate on the productive power' of nature. They thouglit and
sangr, as did Tuklaram centuries later in the Deccan,

"F or tie new-born nursling who thme milkz prepareth ?
Mother, c-hild-each s]areth

Hus great mercy.
In tlie fierce hot season when the leaflet springeth,
Whio the moisture brincge(tl

Whlui it drînkethl?"
Religion had enwrapt itself in a stately ritual, and demanded rmon Who
were rninutely acquainted. withi the old Vedie; hymns to lead the devotions.
Ilic ]and had been thoroughly conquered, and it ivas no longer necessary
for cvcry hiousefz, ther to be both lîusbandman and -%'arrior ; lie could sit
under his own tamarind-trc, none daring- to make Iîir afraid. The war-
riors becarne a class distinct fromn the cuiltivator, the king's followers at
home lusz filhters on the frontiers. The dark-skinned. aborigines had
.become a great slave population, held in the strictcst bondaige, wlhich for-
bade thein even sharing in the religion of their masters. A people of clans
ready to hecorne, a civiizcd society, but not yet a nationality.

Thuis is the envirounent out of whicm B3rahîniwanism slowly grew. It is
almoa impossible to trace the stages of growth. Early Indian literature
is not hiist.orical. The criticisrn of documents based on internai evidence
alone is extrenîely un, roductive. The supreme canon of the higlier criti-
cisun, thiat a document which rcally dates frour a given period must
show itsclf instinct wvitli the life of tîmat period, cannot be applied wlmcu
ive have no0 historýy to tell us whiat that life was. The -Brahnîans becamie
the custodians of the old literature, and have changiifed and interpolated the
text to suit thecir pretensions ; but whvlen we corne to test the extent of
tlîcse int.erpolatic ., and to airra,,nge documents in chronologicai order to
show the graduai growvth of ncw institutions, thon we fail uttcrly and arc
very much left to conjecture. Setting asidle conjectures about liow it
slowlv evolved into existence, l3ralimnisin fully formcd. lias four sides or
phases, wilichl mnay bc called social, ritualist, philosophical, ami nmytho-

Time 8ocial side is the Caste systeni. Brahmanisrn taughit tluat tîme
hmait race existcd in four grent divisions-the Braliran, thie Kshatriva,
flic \Taisya, and flie Suidra. he ]ralîiman came frorn the rnouth'of
]3rahina, mm was priest and teacher. The Xshatriya came froin the armn
of God, to rile ani defcend thme people. The Vaisya, whvlo camne fron the
tligh, was thue trader anid the huisbandinan. Tme Sudra, wvlo carne froin
the foot, %vas to serve the other tlirce. Tîmese distinctions wcre to bc per-


