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niot, of itself, insure one con,7ert or disciple. It will still be truc as of
hia: ".clSomo belioved the things which were spoken, andi some be-
lieved not."- Some, "levcr leurning will nover corne to the full knoivl-
edtge of the truth." Not a few will become gospel-hardened, ivhich is
worse than sin-hardened. But Paul's duty was done irrespective of
liow niany believe and obey. The limits of our commission and of ouir
responsibility mnust coincide ; aud because conversion is flot our coi-
mission. for conversion we are not hield accountable.

III. Thbe lirnits of ouri co r.niJssion are the _gaug.,e of our, sic
cess.

We are coustautly tempte& by Satan, anti 1y our own earna't hearts,
to weigh in hiuman scales and to noeasure by worldly standards, the
resuits of our -work. Not ouly in the world, but, alas!1 in the churcli,
the satanie spirit is abroad, that dares to ask that suprenie1y selfishi
question : Do missions pay ? In. this inquiry lurks a latent hieresy.
It assumes that we are capable of estimating resuits ; stili worse, it ini-
plies that our estimate of rcsults rnay lawfnlly affect our obligation.
Both these premises are radicaUlv unsound. The tendency is to M'alk
not by faith but by sight, and to judge by appearauces ; and, becauso it
fosters this teudeucy, our whole system of statistical returns is xnislead-
ing and perniciously liable to abuse. Is a minister of Christ to bo
judged by the number of couverts hoe gathers in a giv--n ycar or the
arnount of mouey ho secures to, the Boards?

Away with sucli standardb -)f success!1 The most important ivork
upon the-famous Eddystone is not; visible, even at low tide. For a
few hours each day patient workmeu labored, anchoring to the rocks
those iimmovable blocks on which rises and rests that symmetricat. cone
that Smeaton built. That work was slow and is now, unseen ; yet, but
for that work . there would be no elLaus Deo"- graven ou the face of
that beacon wvich etill -tando. alter 130 years, off Ramhead, clto give
liglit anti to save life.-" It wag not the quick explosion at flh Gate
thut cleared the channel ; but the long under-w,.Ler toil of niiners whio
wrought ont of sight aud hearing. The first fourteen years at 'Tadlti
pa-sseti without one couvert or sign of success ; yet on the wor-k oi los
fourteen years rose the structure of Polynesian missions r Thiere ivere
nearly fifty years of fruitless toil arnong the Telugus before the -"1Lono
Star"-- at Ongole blazeti forth like the sun ; but ' hpu in one year thcere
,were ton thousauti couverts, andi the Loue Star btcame a constellation.
Isai.ah's barren ministry Prepared the W4~ for Paul's -'ruitful evangei-
ism. Captain Allen Gardiner's death at Tierra dol Fuego was thve
burial of a seeti that in thenext generation bore such fruit that eveu
Charles Darwin declareti that lie cccould not have believeti that ail the
missionaries iu the world " coulti have wrought such results.

Goti baves none of lis faithful servants to spend. their strengthi for
paugh. 0wwork ie hie, work; it is from hlim, for irn, with. hini, iP
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