
lit 11STORY Or TUI& CIJVRCI Or SCOTtL4Ie.

Christians hsnd diret soughit a refuge. Thesa rcmarks tl:at the ultima:c0 design or the Romans ia getting
will tend ta throw additional liglit on the circunistance rid of the Scots was that thcy mighit b. the better
of the celis of the ancicat Culdecs bcing convertcd inta able ta subjugitto tlîem, rcpented of thecir error, and
churches. But thero was niiother circunmstance wlîicli liearing of the fâîme of Fergus, privately entercd ino
woultl attach the idea of retirement ta the Christian arranîgements wvitb the exiied Scots, and bath joined
teachers, even altbough tlicy dit! fot, in the strict in inviting lîim to return. Accordin-ly, encouraiged
&anse of tiie word, seclude tlîenselves from Society. by the witlidrawal of a great portion of the Roman
The. Druid prie3s appenr ta have acted a very proi. r-orces from Britain te deflend thu more central parts of
ment part in the civil and poliuicai concerna of tii. tic empire, hoe made the necessary preparations and
country;-while, on the other hand, the Christian arrangements, and shortly after, at the hocaa of bis
teachers emiploycd themseîves whiolly in imparting in- countrynsen, and accompanicd by a large body of
struction ta the ig-norant, in disseîninating the saving Dattes and Norwegians, hoe arrived in the Murray
docavine3 cf the. cross, and in winning souis tu Christ. Fritb, whence ho marcied ta Dunstaffoage, in Ar-

During the reign of Crathilinth the Culidecs con- gylshire, whcrc the înatble coronation Stone, vwas thti
tinued ta prosper, and his suceessor Fincorînacli pur. kept, in whici hoe was solcmnly crowned. Being
suing Che saine course, the Christian religion was naw joined by the romainder of the Scots frora the
pretty well ostablislied in the country. But after the Western Isie-s and lreland, and by a body of Irish
death cf Fincormach, about the ycar 348, in conse- auiliaries, hit speodily recovered the aucient territa-
qiience of %vars and other troubles, it rather declined ries cf the Scots, and dividod thern amofigsi bis fol-
for a number of years. lowers, including such of bis forcig-n allies as cihase to

In the reiga of Etigenius, (or Ewen 1.) Maximus, renin ;-ind cvery thing vas naw restored te its
the Roman gavernor iii tic souili of Britain, conceived ancient forai. Sensible of the beneficial effecis cf
the. design of bringing the whîole island under the Sound Chîristian instruction in making the people
power of the Romans, by taking advantage of the moral and enliglîîened, and consequently in giving
occasional feuds betwcen the Scots and Picts. Ho stabilsty Co a virtuous gaveroiment, ho lost ne turne ha
accordingly courted the favor of the Pîcts, and pro- recalling tue Culdees from tîseir places cf banishaient,
mised theîn thiat if tlîey %vould assist the Romans in restorcd theai ta the places froin wlnch they lied been
rooting out the Scots, lie iwauld divide the counîtry driven by the Romans, and repaircd the churchos
belonging te tue Scots among tlîem. The Picts Con wlîich hind been defaced and throwa into ruins. H.e
easily feul in witli tlîis proposaI, and joined ihtli tue crected buildings in the island cf lona, for Ch. aceom-
Romans in invading the tcrritory of the Scots. Afier inodation of suds of the Culdees as wislied Ce romain
aevers1 engagements attended w-ith varions success, tlier, and furnîshed thern with a library, consisting
the Scots were totally defeatod by tue unitcd forces of of the books lie iad brouglt vith blin frein Rome,
the Romans and the Picts, in a battle fouglit at the Books being rarely ta bc met witli in thase days, this
river Doon, in Ayrshire, about the year 380, iii library musC have bcn corsidered. by thso Culdtes
which the Scoîtish King, and the greater part of the of lana a:j a most valuable acquisition.
utobility were slain. The remainder of the Scots lona front titis tinte becarne famous in the histOry
were, by the severest measuros, entirely driven froni of the Scttish clîureh. It became a sort of nursery
the island. Saie of thei took refuge in lreland, or college wvhere literature and gospel truth were. cul.
and the Hebrides, otliers in Scandinavia, Denmiarki, tivated, and wvhence the liglît of a pure gospel radiated
Notway, and Sweden ; and a nuniber of theÇCuldees, by uneana cf mission aries to the adjacent countries for
aîter wandering from place te place, and suffering several ages, whiie tho dark niglît of Pcpish supersti-
the utmnost hardships, settled tagetiier in lonie, one cf tien was spreading over the rose of te Chîristian
the Western Isbas. worid.

Several attempts %vore :made, at different imes, by The library at lana, foundcd by Fergus, was in-
the Scots in Ireland and the WVestern Iles te regain creased froîn time ta time by the addition of documents
possession cf their own couintry, but %vithout success. cannected svîîh the history cf the lcingdoni. Thea.,

Ansongse chose wlîo fled to Dentnark, were Eutho- as well as the original books, were, in an afier age,
dius, a brother of the king wlîo ivas alain, and his proba'bly when tue invasion~s ;,fthe Norwegiens coin.
son Ere or Erie, who wvere received into faveur ant tlîe menced, remavcd for sreféty to tLe Priory of Restea-
]Daoishi court. Aergus, the son Of Eric, after the net in Augus, aieuîough je is supposied c~opies of thera
death cf bis fatiior anîd grandfatlîcr, dvstingîtished wcro preserved ini lona, as; well as in other places.
himself as a wvarrior in several of the incursions that This Priory, being buiit on un island in a lalce, (Siie
were mode upoîl tue Romians by the nortlîorn nations, draitned,) scems te have been cansidered as a place of
and was aiong wvith Alaricle, the king of the Gothîs, at safety, as it was iattorly mode the dcpository of the
the aacking of Rome, in tue year 410; and on lus valuable recorda belanging te the Abbey cf Jedburgh.
retura to Denmiark carried with hum a quanciey cf It was, howcver, plundered aîîd destroyed by Edward
books b. lied obtaine t Romne. IL, cf Er.gland, durin.- the Bruce and Baliol wars.

In tse unean ime, the Picts hiaving discvered tcj The part of the library wlîiclî renmained at Iona, was
i.buir cùst> by the tyranny under whieh they suffered, destroyed by the INorwegians, during theïr invasions


