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Jews murmured at what he had =aid concerning
his giving them his flesh to eat, he answered among
aother things, “Itis the Spirit that quickeneth;
the flesh profiteth nothing ; the words thatI speak
unto you, they are spirit and they are life.” Here
we are positively told that the words of Jesus
Christ are spirit and life.  Hence we plainly per.
ceive the purport of the whole of that language
which leads us to consider Christ ag the nou.
rishment of men, whether he is called bread or wa-
ter, or flesh or wine, The mcaning of all the pass-
ages in which this language is used is the same;
namely, that he feeds our souls with knowledge,
and saves them by his death,

Thetext now quoted, we may farther observe,
flatly contradicts the doctrine of the Church of
Rome respecting the Eucharist. It asserts that
theflesh profitoth nothing ; but the words of Christ
are spirit and life. If the flesh of Christ profiteth
nothing, where can be the advantage of eating it
literally? If the words of Christ are spirit and life,
the means of rising from the death of sinto the life
of holiness, what then is our duty but to remember
angd believe them-—to meditate on them, and to re-
duce them to practice ?

It must be admitted, however, that there were
some, who were reckoned his disciples, among
those who found this saying a hard one, and
who therefore went no more with him. But it is
to be considered that there were many persons
who sometimes associated with our Savioar, who
were struck with his miraculous power, and ac-
knowledged him to be a prophet, who yet had by
no means correct ideas of the nature and import-
ance of his mission. Of this we have two remark-
able instances : onein the desire which they mani-
fested to come and make him a king, another in
thereproof which he gave theminthese words, ¢ Ye
say unto me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things
which I command you:” and again, #Ye scek
me not because ye saw the miracle, but be-
cause ye did eat of the loaves.” These persons
must have entertained but a very imperfeet idea of
our Saviour’s character and doctrine. Nor is it
any wonder, that they could not understand how
he was the bread of life. "They must have been
very much astonishedindeed, to hear him speak as
if the happiness of all mankind depended on himself
slone. They never could endure go lofty and im-
moderate pretensions. But the twelve apostles
eing better instructed in the natureand importance
©of Christ's doctrine, did not find the same difficulty
mor gtart the sume objections.  Wheu our Saviour
asked if theyalso would goaway: they answered
4 Lopd,to whom shall we go ? thou only hast the
words of eternallife.,” Thisanswer clearly demon-
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strates the high opinion which they entertained of
the importance of his doctrine ; since, they assert-
edthat on it depended their everlasting life and
happiness. This answer shows also very clearly
the sense in which they understood the dis-
course that they had just heard, concerning
his being the bread of life, concerm ng lus giving
them his flesh to eat and his blood to drink. They
express the highest possible opinion of his doc-
trine ; but do not eay one word of the necessity of
eating his body. But had the latter sentiment
made any part of his discourse, it is impossible to
conceive that they would observe a total silence
respecting a subject in which he bad just been in-
structing them with so much care; and onaccount
of which so many were on the point of forsaking
him.
inthese words the apostles expressed the rcason
why they elso did not go away as others were doing.
And thereason is, not becauee his body was really
food, but because ¢ he had the words of eternallife.”
Q. ‘v.
To be continued.
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For if the Llood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes
of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the
purifying of the flesh; how much more shallthe blood
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered him-
self without spot to God, purge your conscience from
dead works, toserve the hving God.—Heb. ix 9 14,

We should be acquainted with all seripture ; for
«all scripture is profitable.’ The passage we
have read must be an affecting one to all who have
been convinced of sin ; and yet its force canbe but
very inadequately felt by those who are not fumil-
iar with the rites of divine service under the an-
cient dispensation. The Apostle is referring to the
sacrifices and offerings and ordinances of purifying
under the first covenant, and while as the first
tabernacle was yet standing,  These were all typ-
ical in their nature—figures for the time then pre-
sent, of that coming period of glory when Christ
having appearcd, ¢ an High Priest of good things
to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle
not made with hands, that is not of this building ;
neitker by theblood of goats and calves, but by
his own blood, should enter in once into the holy
place, having obtained cternal redemption for

It deserves to be particularly marked, that .




