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Ilaving given a, dotail of the proceedings of the Associato and GeneralilAs-
sociate S'ynods in tlîoir soparato state, embracing a period of sevcnty-tlirc
ycars, we now proceed to spcak of thecir auspicious union, wvlicIî took place in
tho year 1S20. ihcrc are few events in ecclesinstical history more intcrest-
ing, and whicli have led to more important results tlian this uinion. It i:s
espeeially entitled to hold a permanent place in any full and faithful accouint
of the Christian Church in S cotland. It %will bo over nemorable as au ovent
which laid the foundation for an Evangelical Churcli to ho augiented by
cther unions, past and future ; and whiich wili probably becoine, if it lias nia
alreatdy become, the largest and most influential denomination adl ering, as

vreformathin tote leadingy principles and giand design of the Protestant

Already the Branches of the Associate and General Associate Churches in
Nova Scotia, and Irelatîd hîad unitcd, and it wvas foît by many thiat a, union in
Scotland shouuld soon follow, as a necessary consequence. Iow soon, none
could say. But so soon as it did corne, none could liave ventnrcd to anticipate.
Se distant did sucli an event seeni to niany, as the writer romonibers to have
feit lîirself at the tiîne of his Ordination only two years before tho union.
tliat it ivas looked upon as whîiat nîîglt happen in the next generation, buit
few thon living lîad tic oxpeetation of seeing it realized. The denoni nat ions,
even tivo ycars before the union, were stili in hostile array, althîouglh not in
actual skirrnilsh. There vas -%vliat miglit be considered an armistice, but
neithier of thAern hiad declared for pence. Thmere were some occasional inter-
courses aunong ministers and privato Cliristians, and even friendships formed,
but the denoîninational p ride of both parties was still unbending, and ecd
feît as if weddcd to the distinct lino of separate operation wuhichi lîad been de-
lineated by tlîeir fathers. To imagine that a union n-as 80 near would have
appearcd visionary, hîad any individual venturcd to suggest it. Je is truo tlîat
less exclusive feelings wvere oherishied by tho different Churches, and that a
mnore kindly feeling of brotherhood, and a, closcr and more frequment inter-
course hiad begun. But stili the idea of union n-as in the distance. In a
letter by the late Dr. Ileugh, thon in Stirling, to a brother in the miuistry,
writteui s0 late as the yoar 1817, ho thus expresses himself :

"It is not long since each rehigious party n-as surrounded n-ith lofty walls of it.4
own rearing, pirtIy for separation, partly for defence, and partly for annoyance ,
and there n-as littie cither of ingress or egrese, but for is on-n exclusive friends.
If the n-ails are not ilîrowin down, the artillery is dismounted, tho wuorkcs are ne-
glectcd or going to dccay, and there is a constaint going and coming by tho gates.
Tiiere are, niorcover, many pieces of neutral ground discovered, n-bore mn froin
ail the various enclosures assemble, and if they do not construct a formai treat'y of
union, they at least construct attachments, forni the habits of peace, and feel
strange longiîîgs for the entire demolition of thîeir old scoivling parapets. A good
many in cadli enclosure grumible n-hen their friends issue froir their precinets, and
meet old enoînies on these newly-discovcred commons, and look with a jealous oye,
front a distance, at thiese strange festivities; but even these grumblers venture
soinetimes froua curiosity, or other motives, to visit themn theniselves ; and it is
wonderful n-bat tendencies to revolution even they experience. 'When tbey geL out
frein their old -alIs, and narrow streets, and old-fashioncd dark lanes and tene-
monts, to the open green commons, they feel they breathe a freer air, their very
hearts n-aria and expand, and somethig n-ithin thein says, ' It is good for us te
be bere.'"

Again-
"If the ancient obstructions to intercourse bo removcd,-if the reouumats of

1315


