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EDUCATION NO PARTY QUESTION.

Tue secular papers aro engaged in controversy
un the subject of education. A great deal of dust
has been thrown into the eyes of the people by the
party spirit which has Deen evoked upon this and
other questions of publie importance. o

One of these disputes, to which we may inciden-
tally allude, as showing the action of thut party
apirit which at the lnst dissolution of the Legislature,
our present rulers had it jn their power to allay—the
question of the cost of the Railrond—has been worn
threadbare.  The discussion however, has proved to
the country the folly of the disputants—tle one side
trying to make it a serious matter with the electors
whether the railroad ought to cost £5,000 .or
£10,000 a mile—aund the other trying o got up a
serious defence against what will be the real cost—
as if what is essentially necessary to the prosperity
of the country is not cheap atany price, and the
orly real question connected with such cost in which
the country i3 interested. being, whether the money
hay been peculated or improperly squandered, nei-
ther of which can be proved. The dispute is a
certificate to the integrity of the Railroad manage-
ment—as an attempt to cast nnimndvex;snop upon 1t
aud to damage individuals conuected with it, it bas
been totally wortbless.

If the Government party bave agitated the ques-
tion as to the cost of the Ruilroad, and have signally
failed, cither to dawmage individuals or the opposition
by it,—~the party in opposition with a view to dam-
ago tho government in public estimation, . ~d also
10 make a litde political capital out of religious
differences, snd by way of retaliation—have com-
ienced a discussion of the causes which operated
10 destroy the School Bill. They are engaged ina
tickhsh operation, and risk an equal furlure.

‘Tbe question before the country on the subject of
cducation, i¢ not the condemnativn of either the ge-
neral or separate school system.  “That would be the
party view. A general school bill was approved by
every denomination cxcept the Roman Catholics,
as onc which scemingly offered the best opportumty
of settling the educational question upon a basis of
common utility. ‘Tho Romanist influence was brought
to bear aguinst it, and the leader of the Govcrnyncnt
did not possess firmness enough, to place the issue
before the country, but weakly succumbed to that
influence.  But after all, this does not prove that
a separate School Bill might not be so guarded as
to give the Romanists all that they want, with pro-
viso that the Lible should be read in their schools,and
to e:.tisfy other denominations likewise. We do not
gce that injustice would be done 1o all other denom-
inations except the Romanists by a Separato School
sysican. It would bave its difficuities of inanagement
certainly, but we do not koow that these would be
greater than would occur with a School Bidl made
for ull denvmiations, but from which the Roman-
ists would voluntarily exclude themselves  We can
easily imagine that a Schoo! Bill apportioning the
Provincial grant for education to each denomination
according 1o the census, would be highly beneficial
to the Church or the Wesleyans, who would not dizs
agree or fight amongst themselves over their respec-
tive shares, and quite fuir, altho’ not £o beneficial, to
the disjointerl Baptists or Presbyterians. In fuct un-
der it the BEpiscopalians, the Wesleyans, and the
Roanists would reap a much greater advantage thao
under the general system, by which they might in
some measure, be subject to Baptist or Presbyterian
influence.  We think that in this view of the subject,
which i:as been carefully kept in the background by
the udvocates among the latter, for a general school
bill, there is a very stroug arguinent in favor of the
equality of privileges that the separate school spgtem
would convey. Weare by uo means insensible,
however, to the defects of the separate system. It
wes with a serious consideration of these defects, as
they would spply to the spare populations of thinly
gettled and extensive distriets ; and to the still more
serious consideration, that such a Bill would be
meant to imply a godless system of instruction ; and
witk the desiro to dispose for a time of an inportant
quest,un, on 3 basis which would be satisfactory to
afl, that the Episcopalisns gencrally agreed to the
unnciple of the Government Bifl.
" Yo the introduction ¢f any measure of peneral
cducation, the fundamental prineiple to be estab.
lished by the State is, thut Christianity shall Le
tzughs.  The Bible is the great text-book, and the
‘authorized version amongst Protestants ought to Le
for theio the standard.  Tho use of that Bible must
be imgperative ia all the scbools that agree ia the

iseiples of the Reformation. 1If, on tha other
prideiples ¢

hand, the Douay version be belioved in by the Ro.
mianists, its daily ueo must bo imporative «n their
schools also, so that no anomaly shall prevail in
tho seriptural teaching, although “tho ciroumstances
of tho country oy in somo instances mako it ex~
pedient that Romanist childran may bave to go to
a Protestant school, and Protostant children to the
school of the Romauists.

The stato would have a right thus far to seo that
tho provisions of a law should bo observed, through
their Superintendants, Inspestors or School Com.
missionors.  All other mattors of importance in the
differing tenets of tho various religious persuasions,
might bo’left to their o wn managoment.

The question will lio ultimately between the gen-
cral system and some such system as wo havo sha:
dowed above. Both require o fair, candid and
impartial examination. Bh have their advo-
cates, and both bave their advantages aud defects.
Perhaps one of the difficulties would be, that where
thero was tho least intelligence and tho greatest
nuwbers, the least amount would bo contributed to
tho educational fund. This and such like would
however be matters of dewil.  But let not wuch an
important question as that of education, bo made the
stumbling block of party. Ieep that out.of the
melee. Bette. than that it would bo to leave it
entirely in abesance, and uvatil every vestigo of party
spirit Lo extinguished in the country, and able men
of all persuasions, meeting upon oo common plat-
forin, can come to its discussion upon its own
merits, and with that christian mind and disposition
that will ensure to all tho community equal privi-
leges in the gencral knowledge and cnlightenment
of the world.
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&% The arrival at St. John, N. B. on Monday
last, of the Steamship Jura, after a quick passage
of 10 dags from Cork, gave to this Continent nows
of importance 4 days later (thavks to the electric
telegraph) than ypreviously reccived by the regular
mails. ~ Our readers will find a summary collected
from the Christian Visitor of St. Jobn, in our co-
lumns.  The Cawnporo massacre is full of horrors.
The ladies and children connected with the 32ad
Rogt. appear to have suffered a fato to which
death must have been a scasonable relief.  Colonel
Ingiis, a pative of Halifus, son of tko late Bishop
Inglis, who distinguished himself during tho lato
war in India, commanded that Regiment, and bis
family are supposed to have been at Cawnpore.—
Well grounded fears are entertzined that thoy were
amongst those who have met their fato in that inbu.
man massacre. It is understood that he bimself is
at Luckrow. It marks tho just retribution of such
wicked deeds, that the avenger of blood was upon
the track of the Indiau savage who authorized them.
Knowing the fate that awaited him should be have
fallen into the hands of the British force which dis-
comfited and pursued him, the fiend is said o have
anticipated it, and first haviog destroyed bis family
to kave cormitted suicide.

Several sorties bad been repulsed from Delhi,
but altho’ it is reported that the rebels were defeat.
ed in all, the Buropean loss bas been great, proving
the presence of an cnemy baving skill in the art of
war and the use of its weapons. There have also
been accessions of strength to the rebel force, by
further mutinies—and the aspect of affairs proves,
that while the British forces may be able tohold their
own in the meavwhile, that the arrival of the rein-
forcements would be deemed a Providential deliver-
ance. General Sir Colin Campbell, a host in bim-
self, hai takea the command.
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THUE CIVIC CONTEST.

Thursday, Oct. 1, the day appointed by law to
determine the government of the city for the ensu-
ing year, saw the clective machinery at work ; and
the process of manufacturing Mayor and Aldermen
out of raw material, might bave been studied by ali
who bad the curiosity to examine for themselves,
There was very little stir in the community upon
the occasion.  Indeed our people are perfectly
content to bear angthing that the j6wers that be
may cheose to inflict upon them in the shapo of
taxation, fines, and officiols, o long asthey COIpOTE
with their ideas of public improvement, and sooth
to say, sometimes when they do not. There has
been no little difficulty this timo in sclecting a head
for the City. Scveral who were named, and one to
whom a public requisition bad been made, declined
the honor. Finally it was ascertained that the now
cx-Mayor would kave no objections to scrve agin.
But the fricods of Mr. Pryor, ancther ex-Mavor,
who is himself abroad, determined 10 aontest for
him the gpossession of the office.  The “result has

been that Mr. Pryor has beeg clected by  consid-

crable mojority, and we bave no doubt will givo
pratty geoeral eatisfaction.

Aldermen clocted :—
Ward L.—Edward Pryor.  Ward 2,—Matthow
Lownds. Ward 3.—C. Twining. Ward 4.—W.
Lawson. Ward 5.—P. Forrestall.  Ward 6—W.
Jordan. '
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&5 Wo liko to chronicle suoM®instances as fol-
low, nowmatter what may bo the religious pereua-
sion of tha parties. Whilo praiseworthy in thom-
selves, thoy are commondable as oxamples of
Christion liborality, and ave worthy of more general
imitation by other religious bodies, our own amongst
the number. It stands in the last Christian Mes-
senger, as pert of the experience of Adam D.
Thompson, as travelling agont, on bebalf of the
Baptist Acadia College :—

“ You will naturally be inclined to ask, how I weather
the wape, or maho any headway.  Well, Twill tell Jyou,
thero ire somo oases i this desert, and n fow sunny spote
in this gloomy track. I will justnomo two or three.

' I thy first place then, my Angel guide suys, ** here’s
a man nlthou;;h not o member of our churcly, “yet he may
do somcthing.” Wo enll.  Afier n fow enquiries Mr. A,
G. says,—* i"ll givo you a IHundred Pounds, call before
you leave and wowill fix it up legally.” Relying on the
wromise (which in due time is fultllled) we leave with »
ovant heart, and say, *“ the Lord bless the man and,
his houschold.”

“ Again, the generous and nobfe Anna L. P. of West-
port, whoso worthy examplo may many good sisters imi-
tate.  \Vhule closiygs tho morung meal at her father’s .
ble, I spioke of my agency and told of some sulf-sacrificing
cases, and of our good sister S. H. in my own county.
Miss . said, Mr. Thomson I will give £10. I sat down
to write thonote.  Father Pavson, who has his Scholar-
ship, and had given sums before, smiled upon his daugh-
ter for it, tho mother spoke of it with approbation, the
brothers and sisters cheered her on.  Sister Anna saye,
“ Mr. Thomson, mako the note £20.” * Good agnin®
said I, and so will you Mr. Editor, and so will all the
well-wishers of a pure literature in the land. The noto
is signed ; tho first year's interest advanced and endorsed.
Another youug sister on the Island, also madc a donation.

** Unce more.  Journeying from Yurmouth to this place
I put up at Brother A. Lent’s, at Tusket; before leaving
our worthy brother brought me an old doubloon that he
said, had not seen the sun for twenty years, intimating
by this that ho was getting near tho bottom or lower stra-
tum of the mino, however that may bo the duubloon
was accompanied with threo sovercigns, whicl reminded
me of Chanty and her three children.”
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& Do not forget tho Bazaar at Stowiacke on
Tuesday. Tickets at half price, going and return«
ing, may be had on Monday and™ Tucsday, by all
who choose to attend it, by railway, and ‘also by
Coach from the Grand Lake Siation. This will bo
about the last opportunity this year for a cheap uad
pleasant jaunt to the country. ~To the Church peo-
vle of the capital, especially, wo sag—takeo advantago
of it, and encourage by your presencs your fellow
Churchmen of Stewiacke.

wV\-‘V‘n\“-\J\’\f\I\M.\’V\.M.‘\."\

[ Wings and Stings is the namo of a charming little storv,
Just reissued by the Church Book Socicty. Tho idea o
derived from the bee-hive, nad very prettily the bees are
brought in, and buzz away from the beginning of the book
to the end of i, Amiable Silverwing, and vain Sipsyrup,
and greedy “omeyball, and perverse Waxywill, and pas-
sionate Stickasting, und purple-winged Vioieita, —all these
have wise teachings for little children ; and are most inge-
Biously made 10 take their part in the story, where Afinnie,
and Polly, and Tom, and Johnny, and tho baby, are
such promment characters.  The story 13 as crisp, nata.
ral and easy in style, asit is ingzcnious and graceful in
conception. ‘Tho cuts have bee-uccompaniinents in per-
fect keeping with the story. |

The above is from the New York Church Journal. The
Book can be had at W. Gossip’s Bookstore, 24 Grun.
ville-street.
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Boarrp or HearTh.— At the mecting of the Board
of flealth fur the cuty, held on Saturday last, Dr. Jon-
nings was elected Health Olficer for the city, vacant
by the death of the late Dr. Allen.

NN NN A
Havrrax, N. S, Sepr. 15, 1857,
Drar Mabpay,

The members of the Medizal Soci:ty of Nova Sco-
tia bieg to tender their riucere sympatby in the heavy
bereavinent you have recently sustuned. The severe
dispensation of L-ovidence by which, ata very carly
age, your beloved husband hae been remwoved from
his labors bere, bas deprived the Society of one of
its earfiest and most active members, aud one who by
his kind and oblging manners obrained tho regard
and cordial pood teehny of his professional bratbren
without exception. Hu public pontion as Health Q-
ficer and City Medical Officer, and formarly ay Pres-
ident of the Mecbanics’ Institute as well as bis gereral
practica brought him prominently before the commu-
nity, who will long remember lns numerous 3cts of
courtesy, his professional skill, and Lis unfailing kind-
ness to those reguining his svinpathy.

Accept the assurance of our tincere condolence,
and please tender the same to his wilowed mother on
our hehalf,

In the name of the sociely we beg io subseribe
ourselves,

Dear Madaw,
Your very obedient Servants, .
Cuantes Tureex, V. P,
Javurs R.DeWorr, ‘Sec
-Mre. Allan, Argrle Strect, Halfox. :
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