
(324>
derie at Icngtli lcft the pensant and wvent -ta dine nt
the Inn,

The peasants, who hiad stopiled tijoir labors,
mnounted guard o11 the road, waitlng for the soldiers
but they, neot wvishîng to hava the honor of con-
tonding iif lîeîn, dxl nlot again. appear.

To lie Continued.

Gcneil Entellig-ence.

POPE NIUS IX.
CARDINAL MASTAI> FOUNDER 0F A FE:31.%LE l'ENI-

TENTIARY.

It cannot but be interesting ta every Oatholie (o
learn the inanner- in wbieli, unconsciously, the
Cardinal Mastai was preparing hirnsolf for the
Iiiost interesting duties of the Pontificate, during
thie last year that God left him in (lhe rank of a suin-
î>le Prelate of bis Church.

At the very period ivhen politicai intrigues
lvere forcing themselves into the bosom of tbe Sa-
cred College, and filng %vith bitterncss and ariguish
the last days of thie Pontiif, of sainted *memory,
,'bosû loss the Church at (bis moment lamenta, in
what %vas tlie immediate successor of Gregory
XV'!. engaged et Imola? He %vas consecrating
Èis thot ghts, exbausting bis resources, bis activity
and bis tenderness in founding a refuge for female
pýni1énts. This was for him tlie wor.k of God ;
in. that bxis (houglits wYere uneeeasitngly cngaged.
cl seel' hg writes, on May 12th, 184b, '(tie lost
dàuglters of thie nior1d soliciting admission into
the Jold of Jesus9." Hoe bought thcmi a house ; ar-
rang,ýed eyerytliing ioý (lie reception of twva Sa5ters
of thq Good Shepherd& %lio had beçn proinisedl
te him; lie awaUted day alter day to ipsta1 them

himsIf;(hee?"reLis owtn expression s-7and
tlien, suddeiniy, a 'Ït emoment in whjca he ýbought
e;ierything coambined fur that purpose, hé pgeceiv-
e4é'thl is iwishes had been too precipitate ;' 'lie
be~.~n (o whom hae wrote, (o request thie
L .Y-35 jerioress d'Angers to be so kinid as to con-
BoIé bhlm.' 'Permit me ta speak to you,' lie writes.
'-,jth tÉie confidence of a father, and ta makie you

rny Jnterpreter iyiffi ber; ask ber to have the
gôodness& to console nie.; fully persuaded of havrng
well placed my confidence ivhen bestowing it on
o4a of the cherished daugliters of tha Lady* Supe-
rioress General. 1 await a prompt reply ta my re-
quest, thin1king she will bc favourabje-te me, ad1-
drçssing riyself te the charity of a mother
whoa hý9 already comamnicated her zeal to bier
daugliter."

A rnantb later, c' June Utb, 1845, hae wrote to
the Lady Superioress d'Angers a letter,,in %vhieh
he pourtrayed al bis solicitude. la it lie went in-
toaf examinjatiofl ofeverýthing , ho enercd intol

the most minute details. I-ovwevcr minute they
were,w in(d them Be touching,tromn the pan of
him who was destined-alnioevon: tbat day twelve-
monhà-to be the Chief af the llniversai Church,
that wvc cannot resist tlie pleasure uf quoting the
entire tcxt of the lecter:

Illm( la, June 8, 1845.
"Very Revcrcnd Mothor-ýv ath picasuro 1 bave

learned (lie dispositions of your Reverence in fa-
vctur of tlie request I made (o tlie Lady Superior-
cas at Rome, soliciting the assistance af soine Sis-
tors of (lie Good Shepherd, for a House of Retreat
(bat 1 have just gct in readiness for young feinales
wbho have wandered from the good path, and whiom
1 amn desirous cf bringing again into it. 1 inforra-
cd tlie said Lady tbat the Sisters would find a de-
cent residence ; but that.at prosent 1 found myseif
undor tlie hard necessity of bein, unable to dupport
mare than two Siaters, ta whoni 1 would cônfide
about twelve young feniales. 1 moreover infmmi-
ed lier 1 %would find a Ivoman to exécute any comn-
missions and ta serve in the lause ; bier valet
wvould performn commissions out cf doorsý JI re-
peatagain ta your reverence that for the future 1
forsee ailier resour-ces ; and (bat than, 1 will ask
frarn you not only four, but even pore of~ your
daugliters to labour in tbe salvation cf seule, 1
reeollect also that 1 told the Superioress at Romé
(bat, dosirous of trusting in Providence, three Sis-
ters miglit be sent : 1 was only fearful lest tha third
Sister, whilst %vanting nothing that was nércdful,
miglit have ta suifer 5ome Iittle privations. 1 add-
cd (bat it would be well if (he Siatera could corne
M.àrinïg tha present niontb of lu'ne te maka ail the
aitangemênts neessary in the house,,sAoh ilstibdÈe
of furniture and linen, before the receptiti~ of 'tha
youngfemales. For the rëst bû ýassuiéeè of hy,
pastoral solicitudeifor youi- chuldre-n' 'wvhicb you
%vill -send ta mu. 1 wiIi prÔéuwrofdr' thèin all-tliè
assistance of i.vhith thbey may attsnd in fieed ; àfld
1 flatter myself that iGod thie Sovereign, Pastor of
Souls, wili second nîy efforts and deign (o bleus
tha good-work 1 have uhdertaken.

Cci ara, wti(h tlie most diatiniguisbed
esteeni and consideration

I(Yours affilotionately' in dl.. C.
.14 Jé 'M. Card. MASTAI, BiShop."

la short, thr-ee months afterwards, the prayers
of tlie HoIy Pon(iif were heard. Four Sisters of
tbe Good Shepherd, who left thie motiier bouse at
Angers towvards tha end of August, arrived at Bo-
logna tha 2nd of Septembar, and the next ilây
they wetre in~ tha couji of thie Bishop 'Of Imo.là-.
Th h ouse destiaed ta receive (heni at the head of
thit ry'ouhg perfii its s f'ot, ready ; thýý tac ta
aliglit at the Bishop'e Pala ce. Imagine the sur-
prise of tliese simple girls at (he sight of these
magnificent saloons of ItaIy adorned with gildîng
,sculptures; and paîntitngs of -reat value.


