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deric at length left the
the inn, -

The peasants, who had stopfled their labors,
mounted guard on the road, waiting for the soldiers
but they, not wishung to have (he honor of con-
tending with them, did not again appear.

To be Continued.

peasant and went to dine at

et

&eneral Entelligence.

POPE PIUS IX.

CARDINAL MASTAI, FOUNDER OF A FEMALE PENI-
TENTIARY.

-

It cannot but be interesting to every Catholic to
learn the wanner in which, unconsciously, the
Cardinal Mastai was preparing himself for the
most interesting duties of the Pontificate, during
the last year that God lefthim in the rank of a sim-
ple Prclate of his Church,

At the very period when political intrigues
were forcing themselves into the bosom of the Sa-
cred College, and filling with bitterness and anguish
the last days of the Pontiff, of sainted memory,
whose logs the Church at this moment lameants, in
what was .the immediate successor of Gregory
XVI. engaged at Imola? He was consecrating
his thoughts, exhausting his resources, his activity
and his tenderness in founding a refuge for female
penitents. This was for him the work of God;
in that his thoughts were unceeasingly engaged.
¢1 see,” he writes, on May 12th, 1845, ¢the lost
daughters of the world soliciting admission into
the told of Jesus.” ~He bought them a house ; ar-
ranged everything for the reception of two Sisters
of the ¢ Good Shepherd” who had been prumised
to him; he _anirged‘,day after day to instal them
himself ;—these are his own expressions—and
then, sud‘den[y, at the moment in whicn he ﬁxought
everything combined for that purpose, he perceiv-
eq ¢ that his wishes had been too precipitate ;7 he
begged;a, Nun, to whom he wrote, to request. the
Lady,Superioress d’Angers to be so kind as to con-

solé him. ¢ Permit me to speak to you, he writes-

¢ with the confidence of a father, and to make you
my .interpreter with her; ask her to have the

goodness to console me ; fully persuaded of having’

well placed my confidence when bestowing it on
one of the cherished daughters of the Lady Supe-
rioress General. [Iawait a promptreply to my re-
quest, thinking she -will be favourable to me, ad-
dressing myself to the charity of a mother
who has already communicated her zea} to her
daughter,” .

A month Jater, on June 9th, 1845, he wrote t
the Lady Superioress d’Angers a letter, in which
he pourtrayed all his solicitude. In it he went in-

the most minute details. However minute they
were, We {ind them so touching,:trom the pen of
him who was destined —almogvon that day twelve-
months—to be the Chief of the Universal Church,
that we cannot resist the pleasure of queting the
entire text of the letter :——

¢ Im¢ la, June 8, 1845.

“ YVery Reverend Mother—Vvith pleasure 1 have
learned the dispositions of your Reverence in fa-
vaur of the request 1 made to the Lady Superior-
ess at Rome, soliciting the assistance of some Sis-
ters of the Good Shepherd, for a House of Retreat
that I have just gct in readiness for young females
who have wandered from the good path, and whom
I am desirous of bringing again into it. I inforn-
ed the said Lady that the Sisters would find a de-
cent residence ; but that.at present I found myself
under the hard necessity of being unable:ta support
more than two Sisters, to whom I would confide
about twelve young females. 1 moreover inform-
ed her I would find a woman to execute any com-
missions and to serve in the house ; her valet
would perform commissions out of doors, I re-
peat again to your reverence that for the future 1
forsee other resources ; and that then I will ask
from you not only four, but even more of!your
daughters to labour in the salvation of souls. I
recollect also that I told the Superioress at Rome
that, desirous of trusting in Providence, three Sis-
ters might be sent : I was only fearful lest the third
Sister, whilst wanting nothing that was nécdful,
might have to suffer some little privations. I add-
ed that it would be well if the Sisters could come
Hdring the present month of June to make all the
arcangeménts necessary in the house,'such 4s those
of furniture and linen, before the receptioni of ‘the
young females. For the rest be assufed of my'
pastoral solicitudeifor yout children' whick you
will send to mie. I will proeure fur: thém allthe
assistance of whicl «they may stand in need ; and
I flatter myself that :Guod the Sovereign Pastor of
Souls, will seccond my efforts and deign (o bless
the good'work I have undertaken.
¢ 1 am, with the most distinguished

esteem and consideration

¢ Yours affgctionately in J. C. .

‘4 J; ‘M. Card. Masrtar, Bishop.”?
In short, three months afterwards, the prayers
of the Holy Pontiff were beard. Four Sisters of
the Good Shepherd, who left the mother house at
Angers tovwards the end of August, arrived at Bo-
logna the 2nd of September, and the next day
they were in the court of the Bishop -of Imola:—
The house destined to receive tliem at the head of
their youhg penileats was not ready ; they had 'to
alight at the Bishop’s Pala ce. Imagine the sur-
prise of these simple girls at the sight of these
magnificent saloons of Italy adorned with gilding

to.an examination of everything ; he entered into lsculptares, and paintings of great value, “ Ve
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