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HOW TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN.
BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

Perhaps some of our readers who are
dissatisfied with their present lives, may
Jre honestly asking the question, How
shall T lead a better lifes become a Chris-
tian? ¢ But Jon-shall T become a Christians”
Dow't wait for a revival, or depend upon
any strong, religious currents around yon
to hielp youforward.  Salvation isa matter
10 be seftled between your conscience and
the Lord Jesus Christ, and He is nigh to
you at all times, nay, He is at your heart’s
door knecking  for admission. To be
saved, too, - son.ething more than  escap-
ing from heit and getting to heave; it is
being saved from a sinful heart and a
wasted existence,-into a true, nofle life
eomformed to the pattern of Christ.

One mistake you inay have made, wasin
trying to become better by lopping off this
fault or that other besetting 'sin That
was like poulticing a boil while the blood
was out of order; cure one boil, and anoth-
er will break out unt:d the hlvod is purified.
You have bewr working at conduct; what
you need isa change of -character. As
long asyour heartremair . mrenewed, sins
will keep sprouting ont {aster than you can
cut them off.

Perhaps you have set about practicing
some one virtue, and so tried to come
«radually into a bettev life.  But {his was
tinkevingat conduct again, instead of going
down deeper into character, and a redical
- change of heart.  1f a drought was puch-

ing up 2 big carn-field. the farmer would
effect but little by carrying his water-pot
1o a single hill of corn; a copiousrain from
heaven would revolutionize the whole field.
Dear friend, you cannot learn too svon
that character is nut seli-reforming; your
heart is not self-regenerating.  Assocn at-
tempt to lift yourself out of a pit by ;masp-
ing hold of your own clothes.  “*Make the
tree good,” said the Great Teacher, i€ you
would havegood fruit.  Except y¢ be born
again, 1. .. get a new character, ye can-
not see the kingdom of God. How can
- this radical change of character be secured?
Jesus answers it in three words: “Gome
unto ME. **He that believeth on Me hath
eternal life.”  Yeureply perhaps that you
-do believe, and have believed in Jesus
- Christ as divine, and Lielieve all that the
Bible tells yoa about Him.  Suppose you
wore sick, ana should say ‘1 believe
~entively in Dr. A—as the most skilful

.
physican in the town.” Of what avail
weould that good opinien be, unless you
sent fer Dr. A—, and when he came took
the remedies which he preseribed. That
would pnt you into conection with the
skilful healer, and you wight be restored.

Now just what you needis a connection
with the divine Saviour, whose blood can
atene for your sins and «<leanse your heart,
and whose healing power can change your
character. Faith is good for nothing, un-
I ¢l it brings you intoactual fellowship with
Christ. Taith cannot save you, unless it
unites you to Jesus, your weakness to his
might, your unworthness to His merit,
yourself to Himself.

Thisfellovship will producescsemblance.
Put yourscdi into connection with Christ,
and you “will be changed into the same
image—as by the Spirit of the Lord.” Seek
Christ’scompanionshijs, prayforit, study to
imitate Him, and He will grant Himself
to you. He will make you over again to
look like Himself. The Bible idea of sal-
vation is not merely an escape from a
tywrath to come”, it is a new life; it is to
make out of such a deformed sinneras you
are, 2 man or a woraan resembling Jesus
' Christ. Paul distinetly declares that it is
I'**ta be conformed to the image of the Son
| of God.” ~Bring yourself directly to this

divine Saviour, and pray to Him fervently
!to make you like Zlimself. Study His
! Commandments, and styive to obey them.
* Obedience to Christ is salvation; thatis what
| youwant. Jtis not a flood of tears over
i sin, or a burst of emotion of any kind, but
;the imitation of Christ. A - cleansed
: fountain will send out sweet streams; go
: back wy friend to the heart-fountain, and
admit the purifying, life-giving Saviour
¢ there, '
i Fellowship with Jesus brings you un-
, der His Almighty influence Istaited for
. Liverpool unce in a packet-ship, which was
| becalned at Sandy Hook; but as soon as
i & stiff west wind struck our canvas, the

siiip ploughed the waves merrily. She
| was in fellowship arith the wind.  You know

; whatis right, you know the path to heaveu;
{what you wantis pewrer to resist evil,
Ppower to do right. Connection with
; Christ gives you that power. He says
i that My strength is made perfect in your
. weakuess.” The only way to bestrong, is
to *‘be strong with the grace that is in

- Christ Jesus.”
Your blunder has been that you have
tried to save yourself, and 1o reconstruct



