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THE HUlDSON~ BAY CANAL 8OOli1uE.
The proposai Le grant a aliartor tu the lIed-

aon Bay Navigationa 1sd & i sisA (:P. wtCI uif for
discusiion in I'arîaaasit on Moaadisy, and
thi-ougli tha opposiLfIon o(f Mr. Martin and
othars actiona ou tha bill wil ilotrre i. l'Iis
la the hall daiag with tiac leropi4iiis of a
private Comspany tot cu:astrisit suls andi al-
tabliah a navigable waterwsy hetwena WVln.
nipeg aed Hudsotin fay.

It appears i roan the iilbate thcAt tha oppor-
tueity %vas tna4e titis t ly *%imi of tha

mrtor it du duIaO ie'tanor talk.
Sir Charles Tupper isaitioîilirly made a bum-
bastia speechli wiili lin aiweiu, fipn tha
great pussihalitias ut tha %Vots. ande the groat
advantagas te ha daarivuil (rom Lise aoanng ot
tha Hudson hay route, '1ialis ltaAil vory wali
if iL camae at tha proper t1imo, but under tha
circumstances, it looke li<u ait attempt te
maka politicai capital nit ot tIsa duhate.
Talk ia chaap. Il cartau.aly wwm elîap Lailk in
this casa, and the people (il tho Wotst wlll ho
very atupid if thay du test take It At lia trua
value. Tha Lima ta taik abiseut LIao vaeut pas-
sihilities and anormoui alvatiate ot the
Hudson bay routa woulil bu witen momotlalng
practial is prupuaed., It lué ail very waii f(,r
the Damittioaî mnisters to grow eloquent je
the inteais uf the lIauilio bay route whan
they ara considerini; a ;>rivât goharna
which ie as liicly tu hîsulsr as ta
ns.ist the opaning o! the routa.
WVhare ivas ail this pent upguràtleualqlam ab.)ut
thoa dï;e bay question whon thoapropo!saI
camse up te Sand a 6teamer to tâia ha? Le in-

vesigae s t nvigbîlty c T. 1ho minis-
tara mare thon duib ul iytero, and it mas
quietly aneouncod thagit :aothîisg wouid ho
dune this yaar. l1ira waq ait lue p,)tant
practicai plan ut dolng ]siuailcgl tho
interest et the route, buat It WL4 quiatiy
shai"ed. Thon wlion a lirivat malsaine ia
brouglit up, whichlu a morts llkoly to lnder
than assiqt je opaeinî;the r sitto, the trilnlotors
suddenly disa vor tho vitL îrprnci the
route, and thay wax i(iiient Iun doribint,
the great advantagis it woalul hot is country
ta hava this route opoeal.

The people et tha Waaît, luowsivar, are flot
guing te ba aoft'aoapad ovar me) a:ily a'. tti'.
WVhat thay want a ation, not oktioenca. If
the maLter is et sudsi ImportatàvÀo as 1g now
claimed, the govaremont lis Le lx) coliulemnwi
ie eut havinàg midj soma pratiail eifurt long
agu ta prove the niavigallity ot Hudson
hay for a sufficiantiy long siamsMu to makta it
valuable fer commercial p'îrpeo'.. luî'.tcad
of haang prepared te malta tLiii offe)rt, ibay
have lately declarad that isthlrsg wili ho,
donc this yaar ie the maLter,

As regards the proposeit watarway (romn
Winnipeg te Il sdson isay, this imcharna mnay
or it may noL ha itracticuti, Ni) offilal or ru-
liable information bus hean yot made pubhil
regarding the maLter. VhQt tlîogioverninent
should do, is to hava a proiunluînry or tape-
graphical survey ot the route tflad( st ocec,

with a view te arriving %t au approximata
ideansto the practicability ofthe route. Li tho
meantimo, this private sohome, whîcb looks
vory muich like a charter-mongering affair,
could vory woll afford te stand If a usivig-
able waterway ta Htudson bay ià practical, at
renqunable oust, thon the work sbould bu
tundertakan hy the govornnîant.

If ail thiq el )qtent talk badl heaun favor
ofau appropriation fur a survoy ot the route,

then it would have beau in good order. Un-
der the circumastances, it certainlly appears
lika talking for the affect it may have upon
tha people of the WVest ini tho coming eao-
tien.

Charter-mongoring bas boutn onc of tho
cursos of this country. Soma of those char-
t ir, granted ta Bchernars and party hoolerst
have actually rotarded. rather than furward-
cd needed public improvements. Wue do flot
naed te go heyond Hudson bay matters for an
axamnpie. Il the Hudson bay railway charter
had beensmashod ycar3 aga, the prospect of the
complation of a road ta tha bay might ho
much botter te*day than it is. In the iight
of saerai circumaitances, very little confi-
denco ean ha placed in this Hudson bay navi-
gation acharne. Leaving out aitogathor the
question of the practicability of the route, the
granting et this charter is likely te do more
harm, than good. Ie his opposition te the
mase Mr. Martin has the almoat colid
support of the represntative citizens et Win-
nipeg. At a veiy iargely attended meeting
of the Winnipeg& huard ot trada a resolxtion
unfavorable te the bill was Pdopted,prau;t:cal.
iy by a neanimou.s vote. Judging front the
temper et tha meeting, iL would not have
heen difficuit te have aecured the adoption ef

a ruch atronger reslution. if it had heen
tbought necaSgary. Whiia it possibly may
maka very littia differeece whethar or flot
this charter is rauted, thora is not nauch tÀe
recormaend it ie its present forta, aed soma
features are nuLtt' heo mmened. Tha inpor.
tance of a waterway te Hudson hay is such,
however, that an effort should he made tu, se-
sure an appropriation this sestsion for a pro-
limieary survoy of tho route. In the menu-
tima this private canal acharne would flot
suifer by having ta wait a whiie fora charter.

THE 1'1]TUÂL LIFE,
WVhen oe gets into a statistical article re-

listing te one et the twe or three big inaurance
compasies of tha world, the figures ara quite
beyoed ordinary compré-hansion. Oe of
these two or three big companiesis the Mutual
Lite of New York. The financiai statement
of tha cumpany for tha past year dealis with
dollars, net by the millions, but hy the hun-
dreda of millions. Try te compreheed wbat
aseats of 8821,213,721 measu, or tbink o! si
yeariy incoa of e18,597,430. Censider in-
surance in force (f $899,074,453, ieiuding a
gain during the paît year of $61,647,615.
Thosa ara sema et the astouudiniz items pre-
sentadl in tha financial statemant ef the
Mu tuai Life for 1895. Quito beyond ordinary
coniprehension, is it net? Figure eut wnat
yen ceuld do with oe million dollars, and
thon think of hundreds of millions. Truly
tha Mutual Lifo deala with fahailous auma in
it financial statoments.

Litorary Notes.
Tht% lpeaial immigration number et Tha,,

Coionigt iqout. Tliis juneoftthe moat vali
abla nurnhars et ühis journal a3var publishit
Tho apociai teatureofu this numbc'r et Th'lo
Csilonist is a full report ut the, recent immi-
ega5tioÀ c,.iaveati.u, hoId In U. anea,>ex.j. ' tia
ta the fln.t completo and conacise report of tfio
great convention yet puhlished. A larizo
nUrmber iuf ctpi.s have bean îssued, and taie v
Rhuoil. pruva very valuabla tu, send abroad, iii
the intercst ut ndvartising thia country.

Le Prix Courant a French commercial
paper publiqhed at N;ocntreal. is out with
vory handsome special spring numbar.

Tha Commercial has been sent a littIe
pamphlet "%hich pratenda to giva a payacta
for ail the illq ut the country. It trents ,i
land, money and taxati.-n. iu a somotvh.tt
novai way. On tho iltiestion ot taxcation, fi
author ia no doubt snnind, ie dpeclring f.,r
direct taxation, thuugh it wuuld be dîfflc it ti.
convince muat peoiie on this point. Peoupe
liko ta ha humhugged, and they w'ould rash-
ar pay 85ç indiraetly than 820 ditrtly. 'l
panphiat isptublashod by Robert Douglas,-f
Wroxeter, Ont., and wiil hot sent te any
addrcs3 fur 10 cents, or 60 cents par dozen.

Lumibor Trade News.
It is proposed ta exemsapt the àtcLaron saw

mili property at Maclead, Alberta,traim taxes
for tan years, in consideration of wvhich a nec'
miii will ha established te replace the tiu
burnt sema time uo.o

Fraser & Ce. et Edmonton, Alberta, ili
saw about hait a million faut of lumber dur-
ing tha comieg season.

Tha Caliternia correspondent et the Mi'siis-
sappi Valley Lumberman writes as follows
regarding tha Pacifie Coat Lamber assecia.
tien: -Dtospite ail discouragemcent., adverse
prophaciasc, the Cintrtt L imbar coin-
pany began werk at tha iast predictad date,
iiarch 5, at No. 3 Californie, street ini San
Francisco. The pine businea of the coast
from Alaska tu Mnnterey is now practically
in iLs hands. Ail the ieading mills have
stock in thacompany. Theirpresenttsher
is 75 and the i-est are expectad to j,iin as tht,
opportunîty uffors. Ait ut the business of
thoea mutas wita Califernia, etc.. wiii ha <lune
through this office. while iL will centrol the
business in avery direction. It includes thce
much féared British Columbia nis, a that
instead et haing a menace ta ou- mili mee
thoy wili ha an aid aed w!l halps materially
ie the developmeaant of the traite throughoit
the world. An advanice ini the pric03 prev-
xnusly quoted bas bpen made ut 5J cents Kvr
Lhousand on rougis nnd preportionately on
other descriptions of luanher. The list i
dats(d Mai-ch 12. The naw prica uls is about
83 per thousaed cheaper Lhau tha liat ot Ulay
2, 1894, which as far as I now remember tias
the last liat issuo1 by the pine men. ThIis
shows te what extremsitias the trada was ro-
duced and hum absolutely necessary seine re.
medial ineasura, %vas. Tha liat must have 50)
cents par thoc.sand added fur ports uuujrh
et Part Hlantord and betwean that and san
Francisco. South of Port Hanford te ne
Dit-go $1 par theusand must ha added.

Narrew fl-ictuations and limiteid spaculatien
have pravailati je tha Loedon silver market
tDis 'veek. There hava boecn no factors oi a
chai-acter te influeonce the prices, the New
York morkct merely following bondon. Sit.
ver pricas on March 27 mare: bondon
81 8-16d; New York 68àc.

?.cCoughlin & Ce., General store, Rat
Portage, have assigned.

John Caltai-t will continue the Waniff
grocery business et Coltart & Henry.


