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at the exchange desk, or some of the very few hnes of special
work where agthty of nund and hmb ate not prime 1equisites.

Sometintes & man is tortunate chough to acquire knowledge
on certain hnes saluabie cnough to keep him from the uni-
versal fate when he can no longer hustle. . He may be able 10
*do politics,” or may have acquired so wide and valuable an
acguaintance among “old timers " that the paper sees its way
to give him a meagre living in return for the knowledge which
1t has taken him sears of the most active and  unremitting labor
to acquire.

The chances, however, are consderably against this, and
singhthness of degs is as umveral and essential a requirement
n the local room as s sprightliness of mind or pen. The ghost
of comng old age is in the doset of evens Jocal soom, and, for
that matter, every editonal toom,

One of the most pathetie fizures to e seenr i a big city is
the * old reporter.” who s <till tnang to keep up with the soung
men and ward off the fatal day when he will be foreed out of
the ranks of active workers,  Unlike even the betrayer of the
saviour, he then tinds that there has baeen no place prepared for
him.

In contrast to this situation, which has been mildly drawn,
let us look at the countny newspaper, the rewards wad the
apportunities which 1t offers,

Independence, individuabity, honor and an indefinite tenure
of senvice are amony the most alluring of these. Here the man
of the nunt modet means -and i some cases of no means at
all may become his own master, or at wotst his own lave,
whach i mtimtely Ietier than being someone clses slave, under
the lash of a hued taskmaster- -which 1s the best thing that can
twe satd of service upon the big city daily.

It he has a spark of ongmabity or talent be has an open ficld
tor 1ts eaerdise, and no blue pencilled * copy-reader ™ 1o hew us
work duwn to the sequiremients of a cast-icon * policy,™ and nip
the promise of orizmainy i the bud as promply as a council of
Pantan clders would plack a heresy.

Fhe positions 1 the osteem of the community held by the
caitor o an average country paper, and the verage worker on
the sl of the mettopolitan dulv are not comparable.  The
former v uninerally secogiized as an important factor m the
sew talaned pohtical Iife of the community, amd it is his own fael
1 he s et 3 leading tactor,

The svaal standing of the ity newspaper man, in nine cases
vat of teo, mav e avvutately desenibed as a apher. Peshape
the veny aatite, and espeiaify the hours off by work, accoumt
very el torthes They prremptonhy deay him any parntici-
maton an sl bt Phe ame is also trues ina lange degree,
resanding jrbtn al prcterment

N chanee shyp mwan pesahily put it his powet 1o unmake
an aberman, awdy 1 a aenernor, but the chanees are agains
1. And 1t he does, What dees 3t protiz him?
Nothing, of sanear sa aothing that he will never I able o
dintmguash the dittereniee

11 there v any protit i tie transaction it seldom gots higher
than the counuing room. He has simply done his work as a
veng a the g maciane Phe aaly honor which he enjovs is 0
bie anvied Iy those i posattons under lum and Lated by thase
alune him, whe taar that he mavy alimately displace them.

The onlv hanor . No® When he goes lack 1o the old
vountry home 1o spend Chnstmas, if he s jucky enough to get

vt bope?
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solong a holiday, he is received with no small blast of trum-
pets by the country editor and his sympathetic constituency.

Age has no fears for the country editor, other than those
common to all humanity.  The longer he has been identitied
with the community, the broader and closer is his hold upon the
people which compose it.  Years strengthen rather than weaken
his grasp upon the vital sources of income and influence.

In the meantime he Iives--not as a floating nonentity, but
as a permanent and cstablished factor in community life --and
in most cases he enjoys comforts to which the city newspaper
man, though the latter may receive twice his income, is a
stanger. .

He may have a home 1 which he is something more than
an occasional caller, a late nocturnal visitor.

If the country editor has literary talents, as many of them
have, his situation is ideal, as compared with that of the city
newspaper man, for the realization of his hoges.  Freedom is
the great essential in literary work, 2md this he may have o a
broad degree, for his work is such as may he dehegated to others
at a profit on their labor.

Moreover, he comes in close comtact with those about him.,
He “rubs clbows ™ with them, as the expressive saying goes :
and may enjov a peace amd keisure for character study. and the
working out of that which is in him, which is an impossibility 10
the metropolitan newspaper slave, who owns either his hours
nor his soul, and who is passessed ty the chronic fever of unrest,
which tenders him a hopeless exile 1o habits of thoughtfulness
and contemplation.

This spirit of intemperate craving for antificial excitement 1s
the onc thing which prevents many a jaded city newspaper
worker from poing lack 10 oftenvied “green pastures ™ of
country newspaper life.

a4 VIEW OF ONTARIO'S WEESKLIES.

HE Toronto Tekgram says:  “One sign of national peo-
T gress is the improvement in the quality of the country
papers.  Perhaps American commonwealths, «ual in popula-
tion 1o Oatario, have more papers, but no American state is
served by a weekly press oqualling in merit the weekly papers
in Ontario.

“The improvement is in the spinit and purpose of the
journals rather than in the typagraphical appearance, which was
always good.  The increasing atiention which these journalsare
giang to the Ife that is being lived aroud them is to b
praisd.  The work of the overyv-day historians who record the
movements of great petsonages at the Comaers 1s not 1o e
snceredat  Canadians of common sense and true sympathics
see something decprer in the paragraphs than any oddities which
arouwe laughter.

* Superior persons mav discourage this tendency of country
journalism to dignify the commanplace and  emiphasize the un-
impewtant.  The work of correspondents is increasing the value
of Lwal Wi, 1t is an amiablde vanity, that of peaple who like to
e the movements of themselves and thar friiends in print.
The news that Bismarck had dined with the Empweror Wallian
mterests the tenders of the Oakwilic Star less than docs e
authonitative statement that * Tom Brown is back trom the cin.
Shake, Tem.’

**The dificrence is that ‘Tom, the heto of this reference, was
in the davs prior to his success in the city. part of the lives of




