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EDITORIAL NOTES.

A very interesting train of circumstantial evidence was recontly brought
before 8 Montreal police court. A box of tea was stolen from a city grocer,
but fortunately or unfortuately the chest had a small perforation in its bot-
tom, and tho grocer obtained hLis property by fuliowing up a smaii line of
toa which traiied frum his sture to the howe of tho unobservant thief. The
silent but sure ovidence of thy green leaf could nut by gainsaid.

A princely Christmas present has been made t the city ¢f Chicago by
P. D. Arwour, of canned meat fame. A mugmificent five stury buiding has
beon lately erccted, which the public have suppused wes fur Mr. Armour's
private business, but on Decomber 11th a deed of gift cunveyed the bund-
ing to the hauds of the city, along with the sum of 81,400,000 fur its adorn-
ment snd support  Mr. Armour has fulluwed out the ideas of Droxel of
Pbi ado phia, and Fratt of New York, mn erccting a freo institute for
mopual training, cnd he hes brought together fur ins.su..urs the most
cumpstent men that can be fuund. His manificent gift cansot fuil to be
of vastmwportance to tue yuung peoplo of the city and State.

It is not often that joy crazes a man, yet the caso of Wiliam Watson
who recently wiote a beautiful odo on the death of Lord Tennyson, seems to
have bren an excoption to the rulo. After years of comparative negloct
Mr. Watson's work was sudden.y apprecisted. The Londun News gave
hin cunstsnt and remunerstivo omp.oyment. The soverest critics praised
bis poems, which beforo had been left soveroly alone. Mr. Gladstone
wrote on behalt of Her Majesty to presont a royal bounty of £.00,
and suggested that a pension might Lo prucurable. His chsnces for
the lauicatestup were every day brghtoning, when suddenly the poct be-
came a wamac. Itis cluimed that his mind was quite upset by the sudden
changes which came to his life.

Now tbat the blessed Christmas soason has coms again let ail rancor, all
sinife, 6 1 vexatious worries be set aside, £nd let the full pesco of the boly
tide rest on each heart. Lot those of us who havo pa sed tho first joy of
Christmas enter 10to the huppiness of tho cuiudren of to-day, whuse hearts
are bound up in the secrot gifts they have prepared, and who can onter to
the fwl intv the Chnsumes gice, whilo we who havo Leon saddenmed by
sorrows, which the recurnng Uhsnistmas svasonsjbring to mind, should you
pug aside care to enter intv +ho joy or those who arostili in «ife’s hoy-dey of
spints. Lo us can come tho sweoter picasure of making a happier day fur
thoso who arc less blessed with this worids gouds. Alhough the day of
frolic has passed thero yot romains that swoetest of all pleasures—doing for

others, God bless us all and incline our hearts to learn the ever now and
over holpful lessons of tho Christmas Day eo near at. hand.

A most extraordinary confossion was recontly msde by one Louis
Tollior, of Montreal, who, being at the point of death, was desirous of mak-
ing restitution to a man whom he had shamefully deprived of both freedom
and hounor. It appears that one Narcisso Marion,a notsry of St Sophie,
was accusod by Tellior of having stolen a promissory note of $300. He
was tried, found guilty and sentenced to three years in the ponitentiary.
Tellier admits that the deposition was fa'se—that value had boen received in
full for the transforred note, and that the chsrge was made in order to
gecuro revengo on Marion, who had opposed him in a business schemo.
Tellior not only cleared the man of tho crime, but he also endeavored to
make atonomont by willing the sum of $500 to his victim. A sadder bit of
fiction than the above story is ssldom found. Tho tardy reparation may be
a comfort to the notiry who, since his dismissal from the penitentiary in
1886, has labored under the taint of having boen a convict—his family
havo suffered greatly, and the mouey willed to him by Tellier, no matter
how sorely it may be needed, cannot but burnin his fingers.

Mr. George R. Parkin, who lectured at the Academy of Music on Tues-
day evening last, awakened a now and a very deop interest in the question
of Imperia) Federation. His Grace Archbishop O'Brien, before introducing
tho iecturer, made a feoling reference to Sir Adams Archibald, the late
President of the Halifax branch of the Imperial Feder.tion League. Mr.
Parkin, why is a msster of Lis subject, bLrooght forward argument upon
argument in favor of preserving and cementing the unity of the Empire.
Ho bandicd his subject with great abiliny, deaiing with the sccial, political,
commorcial, 1ndustrial, sgricultural and Imperial phases of tho question, and
suppurting his assertions with figures and facts, which he appears to-have at
s tingess’ ends.  Without committing ouiselves as being in accord with
all that the lecturor had to say upon Imperial Federation, we have no hesi-
tation in expressing our orinion that Mr. Parkin's sblo advocacy of this
great question will de much to arouse a wider and a deeper interest in the
subject. We are proud that the e'oquent orater of the evening i3 a Mari-
time Drovines man, Mr. Parkin having been born in the vicinity of
Fredericton, New Brunswick.

In these days of modern accomplishments, when al! our maidens sing,
play or paint, the maiden who cooks is, alas, rarely found. Tho most use-
ful, cnduring atd pleasing of feminine attainments is too often neglected,
and beyond knowing how to prepare a fow fancy dishes the average girl of
the day is ulterly ignorant of the very elomenta of cookery. We bear with
much pleasure that there is a probability of a cooking-school being cpened
in our city, and we trust that many of our young ladies will take
advantage of the excellent course of p'ain and fancy cookery over which
an experienced cuok will preside. Many busy hou-e-keepers will fied a
few lessuns greatiy to their advantage, and an arrangement will be made we
trust by which some of our domestic servants may be trained in the much
neglec.ed arts of bread-making and the cuoking of various meats The
nowspaper jokes anent tho green maid and the still grecner young mistress,
have for the most part a foundation in sober facts, ss many a young husband
wil testify, and prospective brides, which term includes the greater number
of the marriageab’e young ladies of our city, should enter with enthusiasm
into the courso of lessons now proposed.

We are glad io note that the people of our city are mindful of the fisher-
wmen’s families at Torraco Bay whero great distress prevails. The trouble
with these peopls is that for some years past the * fi-h harvest ” has failed
them. The land is rocky and arid and is little cultivated—in fact few of
the fami.ies uwn more than the plot of ground on which their little shanty
stands, and the one chance of livelihood for the fatboers and sons is to wring
it from an unwilling sea. Tho little sottlemont at Lower Prospect has been
partially doserted, the fisher-folk having decided that it is usoless to
statve there longer in the hopo that the fish may sgain return to the coast,
Many of us remember the horrible famine which prevai'od there in 1889,
and do not wonder that the peoplo have lesrned to dread ils ropstition.
Thoso who are inclined to rofer the unforturate peop'e of Torrance Pay to
the clomency of the fishing bountics, should romomber that it is of mo
assistsnce tu tho people now in trouble, as the bounty is only paid to thoze
who have been sacces.ful in catching fish, and are therefore not in the abject
positivn uf thueo who, despite all éffo.ts, have boen unable to secure a catch
of any proportions. Our fishermon have ospecial ¢c'sims upon our gener-
osity, and a warm responso should be made to their plea for necessities of
lifo at a time when wo who havo been moro highly blessod, are enjoying
all tho luxuzios ¢f tho season.



