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Clement, whcn hie came in, ivas almoeî as much surpriscd, but hc
showed it in a différent way. The change in his father was so thorough
and so striking that lic could liardly behieve hi.n tu bc the saine man who
had left dicm unly a few ivrcka jàrew iously, and that ecning lic flt a degre
of ra.spcî for himu such as lie had never exiierienced befure. le hiad lacard
h's invil-r Intsist a tbuusand lames on the fact çaf nias tather being a gcntle-
man brtd andl burn, but furthIe first lune in Clcisaîs exj>ericnce lie lookeal
the clgaraLtt. The cari dilaieal an a liait) bat ,r.andàitýqttnt sort of avay
abut lais iiWi ljruoas: anid has sicw mou t-f itaf. It maà nut tu be ex-
pectcd that hc shuuld e-urideýs..cnd tu liartiruiaas-. anad a.- batia bis ivife andl
son knt.w that lie bad a hurirut <. bting (lu, bttiuad îh.; àt5îtuid tu adl, h
hiad tu %ay andl troubleal hiani ivitia iaO aracon%.rant ueies Clment ivas
well cuntent that mnatters sbuuld reanain as thcy w.r , but mre. Fildew, ini
additiun to the grief she felt at ber huàbjnd~ 's aae .as bumcthat foarful
in ber mrad lest betr «'dcar Juhn" sboulal bave i-uaa, 1arumised bas di-nity by
en.aging in %vork that was derogatory to bis status. as a guntieman.

bit. Fildew's stay in London was only from the dusk of one afternoon
tDI the evaning of the n-:xt. His avucations were of such a pressing andl
important nature, he 8aid, that il vaa impousible for him tu make a loner
stay just then. In the stale of his wife's healîh-a subject rcspecting îvbacb
he was anxious for more reasons than one-there iras ltte apparent change
since bie left London. She was certainly no better, but neither did there
8cem any perceptible alteration. for the worse. 11e longed tu szo and spend
an evening with 1118 old crunies at the Brown Bear, but alter- mature cou-
sideration hie deemeal it better flot to do su. Hie lnoked andl felt so changed
that bis olal friends would hiardly welcome him aý, being any longer one uf
themselves. Beeides, for anything lie knew to the contrary, some of them
rnight some day final themselves at Iirawley anal encounter ltim there , but
if they werc flot made acquainteal with the alteration in bis appearance, hie
flatîered binascîf that, even so, tbey would hardly recognize him. Il ivas
decidedly to bis interest to give the Brown Bear as wide a berth as po4 sible.

Great, therefore, was the earl's surprise anal chagrin when, as hie was
walking down the platform in search of a smuking-arriac on bis relurn
journey, bie nearly stumblcd over btr. Cutts, the liandiord of the Brown
I3car. 'II really bcg your pardon," exclaimed. the cari, before ho bad time
to recognize the marn. At the sounal of the famihtar vuice Cutts stareal, and
then the eari saw that it aras tuo late tu retreat. Grasping the landlord by
the hand, anal makzing believe that hie iras delighted to sec him, hie hurriec
hum off to tbe rcfresbment bar. In oider to keep Cutts ftom queslioninl
Min, whicb might have been inconvenient, he kept on questioning CutIs
Everybody, it appeazcd, with one exception, iras quite well, anal going oa
rnuch as usual. - 0f coursc you remeruber Pilcher ?" satal Cutts. -Ah
well, he's come to grief, poor devil, and quito suddenly too. Il sceins tha
a sc.amp of a brother persuadeal bim to accept a bill for a big amounit. Tbh
brother bolîcal, Pilcher couldnt mccl the bill, some other creditors cam
down on him, andl bis stock was seizeal. Meanwhilc bis waife died, anal 1h
resul of the bloorning business was that pour Picher was turneal adrift o~
tic world irithout a penny lu bless himself îvith, and with three young 'uns
ail under eight, lu caîl bim father."

>"lPoor Pflcher, indei-d 1 But, of course, you diasomething for him a
the Brown Bcar ?"

IlYes-whaî we could. Couldn'î do much, you know. Sent the hz-
round andl got about six pounds-enough tu bury lais wifc, I dare say. H
shouldn't have been such a fool. I'd sooner trust a stranger than a relatio
any day."

SAnd whcrc's Pilchor now ?
"Can't say. Somcewhcre about the olal quarter, nu doubt."
"Ah, well, I amn sorry for hum, poor dcvil. Good-night. Shall sec yc

again before long." Andl with that the carl nmade a rush for bis carriage.
Ncxt day hie wrote tu Clement, asking bina to hunt up Pilchcr's addres

A weck, later '«poor Piîcher" receiveal by post a twcnty pounal note simp
indorsed, "Froni a frienal."

CHIAPTER XIV.

'T'WELVE IT 15."

WVe must now go back a itospace in au.- hislory.
Wbcn Lord Lougbton, on the occasion ut his first dinner at Bourb

Rusc, was introduceal 10 Miss Thebbuts, the auint of Mr. 'Larkins, he d
nul forget whrat he had been tolal rcspcling that lady. Il Wellclose s
shc w3s thirty-six, but she looks atIlcast haîf a dozen ycars oldcr tb
that," muttercal the cari to himsclf. -"But twenty tbuusand poundsc
gild with .iulh andl bcauly a demoiselle of cvcn tbat mature age." A
bis lordsbip became at once ver attentive bu Miss Tebbuts.

'Hannah Tcbbuts was sistcr tu Orlando's moîher. In conjunction w
another sister, also unmarricd, she had for sevcral ycars icept a select set
nary for young ladies in a lithoe îown in une uf tho midland counti
Wbehn ber sister rnarricd Mfr. Larkins that gentleman had nul risen to fai
andl fortune. lie was sti11 brooding over thc Fi that was ultimnately
makc bis naine lcnown t0 the ends of the earth. Event then Hannah Tg
buts saw but liWtl of ber niarrical sister, anal she saw still less of ber wl:
Mrs, Larkins wcnt to lire in a big rnansion on the outskirts of London.

B'y and b! Mrs Larkias dicd, anal after Ihat a dozen years passed awvay
without Miss Hah catcbing even a passing glimpse of bier ricli relati0ons
in London. Èut at tbc end of tîtat time there came a message for bier to
go up lu town waith tho least possible delay. lier famous brother-in-law
tras dangcrously iii, and le hoad asked that she might be sent fot lu go ach
nurse him. Miss Hannabi aas less loath t0 go because she had latcly lost
the sister with arbon she had lireal for su miany years, and had, in conse
quence, givon up hier scbool. 'Once in London, thore alie remaineal tilt iN.
Larkins dical. [lis iilness aras a long anal tedious une, but through ilaill
Miss Hannah nurseal ber brother in-lav wila the most devoted care- and
attention- As a rearard for lier services, anal a token of the high esteem '.I
irhicbh helld hier, lte sick mari, b>' a coalicil addod 10 lais trili only a fewci
days bcfuire bis deatb, bequeathed 10 lier tîte very hianalsome legacy ut
twenty thousanal pounds.

Nover waas a simple mindeal womau more puzzleal avat to do wàhý
legacy. lier tastes arere so inexpensive, analiber mode of lite àoque J
sedate, that she coulal final no use forthIe money. Ail site coald du waý.
place te amouait in the banals uf lier iiepbew, begging hiai 10 alloiv hîu
hundred a year ýouIt il, anal invest the remainaier for bier in a'hy aa L~
mi-ht tbauik best.

"Miss Trcbbuts haal neyer been hanalsome, but no une arbo atudical hu
face coulal doubî bier ami.ability anal guond leixaper. Thore tras flothAb,
fashionable, uothin- mopisb, about bier. ler gowaî ias afier a style hhaaý
had beom ir. vogue sortie dozen years previously. She wure elaborato ca-ps,
anal littho sausage-like cutIs, noar beginning 10 turu gray She aras ofta
retiring disposition, andaliber greatest trouble aras baving to fill the posituri
of hustess aI Bourbon Iluse to tbe numerous sîrangers hier nepher Io-ik
there. Mfr. IVellclose aras wrong wben hie surmiseal that she migbî pub-
sibly be the vicîim uf somte early'disappuintinent. Miss Tebbuts had ncver
had an offer in ber lite, andl if shie had ever enlertaineal any hopes in tat
direction she had trampleal themn under foot Lung ago, s0 that nothing wà
noar left of îbem save a faint, sweet memory, like the sareetness of crusbcd
floarers exhaleal from a jol ptou -ri. Anal Ibis waas the lady lu whom J uhri
Marmaduke Lorrimore began îu pa>' ver> marked attention.

Hie sat next bier at the ainmer-table, he. made bis ay> to lier side in tht
draaring room, and bie favoreal ber with more ut bis conversation than amy
une else. After a little vhile hie began tu caîl taru or three limes a week
anal takce ber for zlravcs in the basket-carniage, wiîh littho Mabel Larkins t.
play propriet'. Hie iras seen wiîh bier at tbc ]3nimley spring floarer- show,

aanal aI the garden part>', of wbich mention bas alreaaly been made, L.
attentions tu bier were the theme of public comment. Ia short, peuple
began 10 talk in all directions, anal before long ererybody knew for a tac,
or tbougbt they lid, that the car! anal Miss Tcbbuts artre going to make à

7match of iL This notorioîy as just abat the eakl wanted. On une point
ie ho'aas particulmrly careful . hoe nover spoke a word of love lu Miss 7eb.
buts, noir gave ullerance to amy sentiments thiat could-possibly be Co.,
strued mbt tbe faintest shadoîr ut a declaration.

ri One day Orlando salal, smilingly, <' If you play' your cardls propruy,
yaunt, you ina> yet be Countess ut Loughlon."

t, Miss Tebbuts coloreal up. " But I dom't 'aant lu ho Countess ut Lough,
e ton," she said, " anal you don'î know irbat you are talking about. Mal.
e your mmnd easy on une point. Lord Lougbton anal I 'ailI nover be mure
e Iban frienals."
ni Sucb attentions as bis can bave but one meaning-."

, You talk like a very young man, Orlando. According to your tbeory,
nu gentleman can pay a lady a fear simple attentions arithout having ce

Lt tain designs imputeal lu him."
IlA feir simple attcntions, aunt! Pardon me, but they'seena lume mrl

t aarkcal attentions."
.e ""aVelu, whatever they ina>' eeem, they won't enal in malrimony , on Ibat
ni point you ia>' makce yourself quile sure."

Orlando as terribl>' disappointeal, but aid nul dare to show it. IWLu
a splendid lhing it ulal have boom bu bave an aunt who was a counites
anal an unclo 'aro was an cari ! Sucli a dreain 'aas almost 100 bli.sfal ta

u conlemplate. Anal yctl ho firmly believeal il might becomne a glorious realby
if oui>' bis aunt were flot su fouhishl>' wea-minded. If she aid nul C.,s. greaîly for sncb a mnrage on ber own account, she ougbt tu rcema

1>, whaî was duc tu ber nephea anal nieces. Never coulal tbey bope that sud
an upportunity aulal offer itself again.

One day tbc carl was surpriscal by a visit froin tbc duarager counteq
or, rather, hoe waas nul surpriseal. He bad quite expecteal 10 sec bier btoee
long. Certain rumors had reache liber cars, anal she bad dri ;cm oxer trmi
Ringaroua to satisfy berseif as to their truth or falsit>'. Mfr. Flickcer Ti
with bier, as monumentally severe as ever.

The countess haal not scen Lord Loughtoa since bis transform =Î1
She remembereal bina as a shabby, buttoned-ujè andividala, w.,'. Io;

ou sîraggling hair, anal patcheal boots, anal a gencrally moldy anal dccayed a'
id pearance, whro was known to the waorld as «'Mr. Fildear." She sait b*f
Lad bier a good-looking, 'aell preserveal, elder>' entlecaan, dlean sbavcd aý
an carefuhi>' dressed, anal ut a spruce anal military aspect. This personte
an calleal himsclf Lord Lougbton, anal tbe countcss rcco.-niaca at once b
nal likeness ta certain tradtunal types ufthIe Lurrimorc family.Saaai

'aas gratifieal. It was crident that the near cati %,ras nutl ikely topr
ith Isuch a discredit bu bis connections as bad at une tinie scemeal but too F-
ni- hable.
es. "W %clcome to Laurel Cottage, aunt," salal tbc carl, as be assist5 t*
me ladyship to alight. IlI tbought I shoulal have bad tbc plcasure of ýee!ç
tu you here long ago."'
b- The coumîess voucbsafeal nu word in repl>', but glaiccal round atfi

ion bouse anal the groundls, anal thon, turning tu Flickcr, she said,"Qie
little paraalisc."


