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Do Lovi's hopes of success rested on the
presumption that he could attack and re-
duce the city before the navigation of the
Gulf of St. Lawrenco was practicable, and as
tho lower St, Lawrences genorally free from
ico for a month before the Gulf 1s open, the
thﬁeory was plausiblaenough, and thoattack
might havesucceeded undar a mero energet-
io commander. Un the 17th of April he as-
gembled ius troops from winter quarters, and
on the 20th set out for Montreul, collecting
such dotachments as had concentipted at
different points along the way. I'ho flotilla
dropped down from Trowis Riveres, having
the arullery of which he was very deheent,
provisions and stego material on board. Un
the 25th the whole army had assembled at
Pointe aux Trembles, and the vanguard
under Bourlamaque, marched next day, with
the intention of surprising the Britisn out-
sosb at Capoe Rouge. Lhe arnval ot the

otilla off St. Augustine naturaily awakened
the vigilance of the Commandant, who soon
ascerlained that the French advance was
within half a league of lus post, of which fuct
he advised tGicneral Murray. De Levis find-
Ing 1t impracticable to cross Cape Kouge
river at the mouth, resolved to pass higher
up near Lorette, march over the marshes
of La Suede and occupy a position on the
heights of St. Foye. Accordmngly, Bourla-
maque restored the bridge over the niver,
which the British had broken down, and
perceiving they had not destroyed a cause-
way of wood which had been laid ¢corduroy
road) across the marches, De Luvis ordered
his savages to occupy the heund ot 1. ‘The
advanced guard reached that pomnt at night-
fall, and the march was gontinued over the
swamp throughout the mght. At the lower
end it was covered by awood about 2 muilen
width, belund which the troops were con-
contrated, and at dayhight on the 26th the
advance cleared 1t, and confronted the
Bx;tish, drawn up in position on the other
side.

Murray, who had previously cleared the
town of its inhabitants, no sooner received
the report of the Commandant at Cape
Rouge than he marched with nearly lus
whol g available force to extricate Ins im
perifled detachment. The French advance
having turned the position at Lorette, it
was at once ovecuated ; that of St. Foye,
now formed the left of the line, occupied by
the British, whileitsright rested on the road
to La Sude, about 400 yards from the wood,
through which the French were defiling.
The heights of St. Foye, on which the
British wero posted, overlooks the marshes
of La Sude. Do Levis had theréfore brought
his troops into a most critical position, as
heooultf not formthem either for defence
or attack, nor was it possible to exzcute a
flank movoment towards the St. Charles—
the nature of the ground preventing that
maneuvre. His only chance of escapo was
therefore to attain tho St. Foye road by a
flank march from the right to the loft of the
British position by s own nght. Ths
difficult, dangerous, and delicate operation
was safely performed during the night,
which was unusually tempestuous, and when
morning dawned the English General found
his loft; flank turned, and nolalternative ro-
mained but to fall back towards the city,
which ho leisurely affected, having with-
drawn the detachments from Cape Rouge
and St. Foye. Acting on the prineiple which
had influenced Montcalm the preceding
sutumn, that it was better nisk a battlo than
-a seige in an utenable fortress, Murray
marched out with ten skeleton battalions on
the morning of the 28th of April, and took
up a position in front of the Buttes.a-Neveue.
His wholeforce numbered 4 littlo over 4,000

imen, with 25 picces ot artillery, having loft
only the nocessary guards in tho city. is
order of battle appears to have boen well
considered ; his right rested.on the lull of
jSt. Genevive and theSt. Foye road, lus loft
toucued the clitf on the St. Luwrenco, thus

completely  overlooking  the s“rench
posttion, on the lower ground, «and in
jadvance of the wvillago of St. Fuye. Early

jin the morning tho French had sccured a
wind-mull on the St. Foyo road, about mid-
way between the willage and aty, which
enabled them to debouch on the Plains of
Abraham, to cxtend thewr lines to L'Anse
du Foulon (Wolfe 8 Cova) whero their flotdla
had arnived, and occupy the redoubt abuve
1t, whtch the Briush had erected the previous
year. Both armies were drawn up in threo
Brigades.  Lhe French nght rested vn the
redoubt, thew left on Dumont's Mill, the
whole force was drawn up m two lines with
a thid 1 reserve,  [he Briush wero also
formed 1n two hnes, but had no rescerve.
The key of the French position was themill,
that once taken thew defeat was certain.
General Murray s omgmal position under the
guns of the fortress, was unassalable, ¢s-
pectally as the Fronch had no artillery, and
had only moved mto position to cover the
landing of whatever guns hud been collueted
from the relics of thewr agaznes aml
forts, wiich wete then on board the flotilla.
As seon as lus troops had vccupied  then
posttion he rode forward tv reconnvitre, and
then discovered what he should Iawve known
before, that tho French were debauching
on the plans from ot. Fove, under cover of
Dumoni s Mill; that they had anarched
throughout the mght, that thenn arms weare
unse' ..ceable, owing to its temnpestuous
character, and that & farr opportunity pre
sented itself for captuning tho null, drnving
the Irench left and centro into the swamps,
and the night wnto the St. Lawrence; i fact
an onward movementsitnultaneously effect
ed of the whole line would secure an easy
victory. Accordmngly, to the astonishment
of lus opponent, he ordered his wholo line
to advance, and at the first onset carried the
mill, the defenders of which fell back fight
ing to the wood at the entrance of tho
swamp. The Euglish light troops who led
this attack, carried away by the ardour of
purswt, followed up the retirng JFrench,
drove them through the wood, bLut wero
checked by the aavance of their left, which
had time to form, and huiled back on the
main body with fearful slaughter. ‘Their ad-
vanco and retreat silenced the artillery of
the right wing of the British troops, andin the
confusion whigh ensued it was turned, and
tho mill retaken. De Levis pushed a
column along the edge of the escapement
of the St. Charles mnto the suburb of St.
Rochs, but the 35th Regt., which had bLecn
placed in reserve during tho attack on the
mill, by avigorous charge ropelled the move
ment. Meantime the action on the British
left had been hotly mmauntamned. Colonel
Fraser, who commanded there, had driven
the Frenchright from their position. Murray
does not appear to have brought his centro
into action at all, he had wedkened it and
the left to support the right, wiule Do Lovis
was concentraung fresh troops on the
centro, and sceing tho weakness of the
British left, ordered the Royal Roussillon
regiment to charge it at once, which was
effected, and 1t was thrown back on the
centre by sheer forco fighting lravcly
against superior numbers. A simultancous
charge on tho right wing was cqually suc-
cessful; tho whole of the artillery was cap-
tured, and tho hine gave way an the utmost
confusion. Nothing could have hindered
the beaten army from being driven into the

[

St. Charles but the cool intrepidity .nJ
splendid manwuvring of the 15th and 3%t}
Rogiments, whe Ly vapeated charges secured
tho rotreat of the fugitiver, who left thi.
hundi ol dead upon the field, and acvy,
hundred wounded, only twenty-cight .|
whom wero sont to the husplitals, ” Ttis ol
the F.auch officers of the 1cgular sunva,
sullicd their victory by un.sual crudliy
Four British oflicers, prisoners, weto «ui).
ducted to the ofticers of the Regiment of ..
Sarre, who recoived them with a wav e of ..
hand and Allez cous cn, which speedily 1,
cided their fate.  So great was the confusio,
within the city that the gates remained opoy,
for two houts, the scutinels deserted they
posts, aud it was a considerable time befui.
the ramparts were re manned  The Frond,
forcs amounted to over 7,000 men, thy,
loss was greater than the British, as thy,
had no aitillery.  Inmmnediately after 1.
action they marched to the Buttes 4 Nev g,
and formally invested the city.

Such wero the rcsults of thesecond Lat(le
of Abraham, and an caamination of th.,
mana uvres which preceded it, as well .,
the tactivs adepted during the action, wl
ewniey no oxalted idea of the scientil.
knowlulge displayed Ly either Gencral. De
Levi's march through the swamps, and the
flank miovanent at st Foye, though _su,
cessfully (aceuted, were dungerous m th
axtreme, atad «ould only have succeddal
with ws apathelic  and unenterpising
ofticar as Mutray proved himsclf to be. 1y,
fact, De Levis' separation from his flotilla .t
Capes Rouge could not be defended on auy
grounds beyund those of extremo ignorand
@5 1o the force of his opponent at that puat,
and the certainty that his march would 1,
concualed by the peasantry.  Also, duinig
the action, he ordered his whole line to full
Lack, and if Murray bad suppoited the
onsel of his hght troops De Levis' defeat
was certain, and a defeat in such a positiny
was simple destruction, but the fault of
many English offis crs of that perind was that
they did not know how to improve an o}
portunity, and hardly cver, supported the
onset of their light troops or skirmishers
Gage's ignorance of this principle lost the
battle of Monongahela, and insured the
defeat of Braddock's expedition.  Murray s
neglectlost the battle of Quebec  Durmy
the action Murray commtted the grave
error of neglecling to force the French
centre ; he allowed both extremities of his
Iino to be attacked; the French to defily
by their left to reinforce their right, and al!
the fresh tronps ta he concenlrated at the
centre for a decisive charge without at
tempting to prevent it, but kept tho troops
which should have been hurled against o
idly parading from the right to the left 1
is true they did good <ervice by covering
the retreat, but it was owing {o the skill
the commanding officers of the two lat
talions and the steadiness of the men. It
was owing to his want of skill and energy
that De Levis made the mnst dangera
march on vecord, and completed =« flank
movement within four hundred yards of hn
position, on thonight of the 27th, and fimalh
1t was uwing to his ignorance that the French
force (ver oscaped from the marclvo< Ho
should havo strengthened his ontpost at
Cape Rouge when he found Do Levis atrowd
to attack 1t; guarded tho outlots from the
marshes of La Suedo, and tho French army
would liave leen obliged to dishand for
want of provicions  No pacsiblo_aprroach
was open but through Torctle and Lh‘c fett
bank of the St. Charles to Montcalm's ol
lmes, which were everywhere under the
guns of the aty. In fact. during the three
days operation a*dozen chances of totally




