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ed works, in order by carrying it too soon
render their general ino fatile, and adv.ance
the attack to the body of tho place within,
which may very probably not bo as well pre

pared to receive it as it should have been,
and will oertainly e at adistinet moral dis

advantage. Hence,ho -ays,one essontiul part
of the new system should be to prepare from
the firat to nssist the outer chain of forts
whore threatened by ready efforts at impro

vised counteswworks thrown up ageinst the
cnemy's attsck ; and heo concludes by siat

ing emphaticilly that the active defence of
Szbastopol by ‘Todlehen hera ofters the hest
oxumple that can be studied. o might
reazonably have added that tho passive de

fence of Paris by General rochbu presents,
whatever its poliucil excuse, the greatest
possible warning against the nealect of such
efforts, seemg that 1t resuited 1n allowing
half 2 m:tlion of armed men to be hemmed
in and made to surrender by about one
fourth their number.”

The foregoing paragraph claims for the
Germana the mudu S_I/etr.:u of fortilication —
by distant Lines of detached works—a sya-
tem subject to the faults which are insepor-
able from it of weakening the defensive and
offensive powers of the otjzct to be de
fended—indeed, 1t would seem to be intend
ed or invented for the solo purposo of
multiplying the complicttions of the defenca
and simpliiying the operations of the assail
ants,

Wedo not know what may be thought
tho best system of Jdefeusive works amongst
the Eogieers of the Armies of Continental
Europe, but we do know that all those sys-
tems wwhich involve the erection cf works
above the surface are little better than mere
shell traps, aud all bat, 1f notabsolutely
useless agrinst modern artitlery. The sys-
tem of detached forts did not save Paris
during the last war— it prolonged the agony
—but the structures wero uscless against
the German Batteries; they did not even
protect tho capital from the eflects of artil-
lery fire, althougb they lay much nearer
to the enemy than to the city, and wore
silenced with very littlo effort indeed.

It appears that the system of Rifle pits
connected by cuvert waye, showing nostruc
ture above ground as advised by Major
MoxonieF, mounted with heavy artillery on
the carringes ho Lns invented which brings
the guu beluw the surfaco to be loaded, not
even exposing the gurners, is the oue that
must bo ultimstely adoptel—because it of
forda no mark to fire at—because it will cost
nothiog beyond the neccesss:y excavation
of bomb proof and ordinary plank platforms
—Dbectuse 1t will not be necessary to mnin-
tain the works after service—becauso the
pits can bu so arranged 2s to afford mutual
support and prevent the possibility of isola
tion, and finally hecause no enemy will at-
tempt to establish himself within range.

If tho people of Great Britsin would rely
on the resources of native gemus there
would be no pames about pnssible or pro
beble dauger from the taleats of our neigh-
bors.

Tue Hon, W. B. Vai, Minister of Militia,
accompamerd by Lieut, Col. Macruensox left.
Ottawa on the Oth inst. for the Niagara
Camp. Ho reviewed the troops on Monday
and returncd to Oltawa on ‘Tuesday, but
agaio left Outawa for Halifax on Thursday.
His visit to tho cimp gave special satisfac:
tion, and his well timed remarks, could not’
fail in producing a favorable impreasion on
the minds of all, and show that ho took a
deep interest in everything pertaining to
the prasperity of the Force. Wo oextract
from tho Toronto Globe tho following act
count of the Minister of Mtlitia's visit to the
Niagara Camp :— )

¢ Thero wras un after otdor issued yc.ler -
day afternoon that the parnde would be
formed av 10:30 this morning, by the Bri
gade, as the Hon. W. B. Vail, Mmister of
Ablitia, would visit the camp and thatan
escort of cavalry would be detailed to meet
tim at the dock, where the steamboat lands ;
and also that n levee would be beld after-
wards when the officers in camp would be
presented.  An excort of fifteen men from
Welland troop, under Lieutenant Wilson,
was on the ground at the time appointed
and on the arrival of the steamer tity of
Toronto, Col. Durie and Lieut. Col. vitliers,
were ready to receive the party, consisting
of the Hon. Mr. Vail, and Lieut. Col. Mc
Pherson, Deputy Adjut.nt Gegeral, when
they landed. They entered a carriage and
Jdrovo out firs! to see tho men at the shoot~
ing ranges, after which they proceeded to
the Queen's Royal Hotiel, and after a short
atay drove at once to the camp. Hero the
troops hud been formed in lino of columns
~the cavalry on the right; nextthe arul-
lery : than the Queen's Own Rifles, and fol-
loming this corps on tho other bttslions sc
cording to their number on the voluuteer
strength of the Province. Theinfautry de
ployed into line, and imwmedistely the Hon.
Mr. Vail drove on the ground, The saluting
point was about 300 yarda from the grass
grown raomparts of Old Fort George; the
troops boing to the west. The visiting purty
first drove slowely along the front of the
tine, tho band of cach battalion playing as
thoy pussed ; then ulong the rear; nnd. this
concluded. the review began. The cavalry
went past in squadrons, the artillery in ¢o!
umn, and the infantry at a quick step, the
Queen’s Uwvn leading in open column ol
companies. The march past was a surprise
tomost even of the officers it was in gen
eral so well dona ; and if there were some
battalions that excelled, I will allow virtue
10 beils own reward for once, »nd make nv
comparisons, although it is dilficuit not 1o
speak of the best. ‘The infantry corps halt-
ed about a quarter of a mile from the sala-
ting point, the cavairy and artillery went
round and passed ngain at thetrot, the form-
er brenking a good deal in this movement.
Tho infantry chxnged front by a counter.
march of companies, and marched back past
the saluting point, leftin froat, and took up
position on the original ground. After an
1aterval which seemed difficult to explxinin
the minds of » small group of spectators, of
whom not the most bxfled were several
1ndies, expectation was gratifiod by an adv-
anco of the wholo force in hine, which form-
ed a really splendid spectacle. The linowas
balted ; retired by fours from thoe right of
companies; the cavalry and ariillery going
about at the gallop, The trvops were form-
ed 1n hollow square, the o bicers and colors
coming to tho front, and tho carriage con-

tnining the visitora was driven into the
squre.  I'he Han Mr. Vuil aroseand spoke,
addressing Col. Durie, the oflicers and men
of the force: ‘It had afforded hun a great
deal of pleasure to make thia visit. and to
witness tho movemeuts and becoms ao-
quuinted with the otlicers of the force. It
only required a soldier’s eye to enjoy the
munosuvres of tho tioops, and to seo that
there were in the ruuks that had passed in
teview betore hiim the mking of brave and
expertsoldiera. [le was glad to eee 80 much
military spirit in the western volunteers. He
had recently been on the lower St. Lawe.
ence, and had seen there the great fortitica-
tions that were left without s girrison, snd
remmined as u sgacy to tha peeple ot this
country and ho believed they would bave a
soldier’s pride in filling the place of {he
troops that nad oncoe been thero. There
were n0 suldiers there now, tut it was a
pleasure to see theold fl1g flying there still,
Gen. Sinyth, the Iaspecting Field Officer,
would provably pay them a visit of jospec-
tion in « few days. and it was possible he
sould puint wul sume improvewents; but
he (Hon. dr. V.il) thousht thatofficer would
lind hiere 1 body of men equal to the fumed
militis of the Uld Country. He spoke ofthe
pieasuro hohad exp rienced from 1he beauti-
tulscenery of the country ia which hestood;
wd us Lie remembicred the old associations,
and thit he was speking to thoe decendants
of the brave men who had made the ground
neneath their {oet famous, ho promised that
he wotid oppuse say schems to transter the
right of the mtlitsry reserve at Nuagara. Heo
could conscientiously comphment Colone)
Darie and the oflicers and men,aad he would
ue proud o represeat them on tho foor of
Qarhament; and he believed the Govern.
went of which hn was 1 member would not
ueglect the voluuteers. lle concluded by
sayIne he woutd uot soon forge: the plea.
sute of thits d sy, which i d beea one ot the
arast agreeabl n s lte.” Theu there wera
gwen three mighity chivers for the Queen ;
tho comenand was given, *otlicers und colors
take pust'—the order for each corps to
march to their prnvate par-des—and the
11y wsover, L£ho Hon. Mr. Vailthendrove
through the camp,and proceeded atterwards
w the trigade tieariquarters, where he met
th- st1ff aud cliicers comumandiog battalivns
and corps at diuner, In the alter s0ocn there
was a leves, when tho ollicersin the cuap
wero presented ”

MeTE0oR0LOGISTs e long beld that the
clinate of Sruthein Europe, especially of ths
Alpine rsug-~3, has deen n a vory conawder:
able degree, nd within a comparatively
recent perind, modified by th- desiceation of
tho sea whieh ouco coverod the Desert of
Swara. Waat theetfectofaguntilling that
arid expnso o any portion of it with water
will bie, can only bo ascertained by what iz
presunishly proven to have happened, and
that 13 said 1o havo boen =n indefinite en-
largement of the Alpine glaciers with a very
preceptible change in thec.imates of France
and Iuly, i suco cbanges donot extend
further.

1t is well knowa that the sirocco of Secily,
Naples, Malta, &c., 182 wind which had all
moisture extracte:d from it by passing over
the Great African Desert, and its agency in
the higher temperatures of thoso co'miries
is well known.

Tho aspect of the desiga isshewaas al pro-




