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‘Tha fntention of the Government to cronto
a Military College at Kingston must bo pro-
duotive of future advantage, The courso of
study proposed for cadets at that colloge
will, howover, be ol n higher nnd moroscien-
lifio order, and their attninmonts will qualify
thom flor « wider sphero thun the more me-
chanical instruction of cavalry and infantry
in tho minutice of discipline, «¥ill and ntor-
ior economy, which is Immediately wanted.

No doubt the futuroe staff of the Dominion
will find room for many talented and intel.
ligent young men, who will commenco their
careor ab this College. .

ARMAE,

‘Tho information ncquired in my lato jour
ney, as well as from experionced officers
convinces mo that in many instances the
rifles aro badly eared for. In my casualin-
spections, I invariably found the arms n
good order and well looked after at the
headquarters of battalious of infantry ; inall
cuses 50 with cavalry; but in some conatry
companies of infantry and one small battery
of nrtillery, the reverse—for instance, arms
badly oiled or greased, placed in stunds for
the winter at full cock, with open hreech
blocks, or leaning against walls, injuriously
to the adjustment of the foresight.

As there are about 370 detached com
paonies, besides 39 independent companies
of infuntry—and in my rapid journey I saw
but few—[ can hardly think thoso [ did find
irregular can bo Lhe only exceptions,

Moreover, thera is little doubt that men
are not prevented from using their arms lor
sporting purposes, and, therefore, possibly,
in other ways. I am oven informed that the
fgﬁ-esight is sometimes removed from the
rifle,

Discipline, good order and eflicienoy, can
be little observed when such gross irrogular
ities aro oven poesible.

The cause arise. from arms of ccuntry
companies being retained at company head
quarters, nominally in charge of the esptam
who receives a contlingent of §4U a year.

The captain, being usually a gentleman
with privato or professional occupations, do
putes u caretaker, in some cises conspicious
for neglect or ignorance.

[n ope place [ went all over a company’s
storo house, conttining several hundred
pounds worth of Government property,with
out tho earetaker being aware 1 was i the
town till alterwards.

All this is subversive of efliciency and ro-
quires remedy.

‘The romedy possibly, touches delicate
ground, lam tokl—remove the company
arms nnd stores and you dissolve the com
pany ; their pride is, to ho seen and lo use
their arms and wilitary clothing among therr
friends and associutes; algo, it is presumed
advuntageous to have arms available for the
practice of the men when so disposed.
Granted : but better vemove the arms and
stores o battalion hendquarters than coun-
tenssoa brown irregular praciic s, nitended
with injury and loss ol public property.

I subwit, therefore, that as somes com
manding officers coincide iu the opinion,
each ofices commanding a battalion sbould
be directed to uso his discretion in removiag
as soon as may bLe convenient, to battalion
biead quarters, the arms, clthing and stores
of rural companies. The several caretakers
aunual allowance of §40 each would bo sav-
vd, as the duty would full upon the per-
manent staff, acd the saving could te.p-
1lied on improving regimental armouries,
drill sheds and store ruoms, with lockers
for the men's uniforms, in which the cloth-
ing ofeach man could be kept separately,
and mavked.

MLITARS B8TORES,

I haveinspected tho milltary storo depdts
at.London, Toronto, Kingston, 3fontreal
and Quebec; I found them in thoroughly
goad order.

A soarching inspection «ill in future, bo
made in cach January, of all works, fortg,
magnzines, arms, powder, ammunition snd
Governmont stores of overy description,
throughout the Yominion, by board. of oftis
cers of which tha Inspectors of Warliko
Stores will bo mombors.

These boards will, among other dutics,
report the number of obsolelo guns, car
ronndes, mortais and other sort of ordnance,
mounted and dismounted, with n view to
thoir being sold and replaced by modemn
rifled cannon.

RESERVE GF RIFLYES,

In addition to several other descriplions
of arms, there are about 60,000 Snuler En-
field 1ifles in tho country. I recommend
that the War Department be requested lo
retain for the Dominion at lotst 60,000 more,
to be bought year after year as funds may
be provided. The prico of theso rifles is £2
10s. each, while the Martini lenry coasts
nboul £4. ‘The former oxceltent weapon
may be consitered wall adapted for this ser.
vice,

It is necessary that one skilled armourer,
ot loast, should be attached to each mniitary
storo depot, not only to keep in order the
spare srins, butulso to repuir the regimental
arms, many of wlich are, and some huve
been a long time, unserviceablo m evory in
fantry batialion and cowpany in the Dom-
inion ; thero should bo no lessthan four ad.
ditional armourers provided as soon as pos.
sible, and the arms put iu thorough repair.

AMMUNITION,

Thero is at present in Canada, aun insufli-
cient number of rounds of Spider ball cart-
ridge periifle for the establishment of ac-
tive militi+; this will bo augmented shortly,
but there should not be less than 400 rounds
per rifle, and, when possible, a reserve of
double that quantity, ‘Tite nmount of pow-
der in store is 200,000 pounds, besides the
service ammunition inctiargeof A, and B.”
batteries,

CLOTHING.

The care of clothing calls for immediate
altention, as well as the care of arms.

I find it nct unfrequently occurs, that
m @ are perol.ted to take thetr clothing to
their ubodes, and the tesult is, that clotlhing
is often nbused or lost, and the grest cout
freqiiently used for common wear. The cap-
tain is nominally, and by law actually re-
sponsible ; but the law is not enforced, and
public property is often wasted,

‘Y'herofore, nll stores should, § consider, be
concentrated at battnlion headyuarters under
the responsible peritanent Adjutants

Thoe heavy cloth tunic fi1s been found too
hot for summer deills; u serge frock, to last
for three years, mde of excollent mnterial
manufactured in Canada, will be substitut-
ed ; o saving will thus be effected.

\ TRAINING,

The anunexed veports fromy the Depuly
Adjutaats General of the Military Districts
givo full detai.s of tho traimng of the past
season, ’

In conscquence of tho sum appropriatad
for trmnimg the Militia bemyg only sufliciont
for 30,000 officers und men this year, n very
simple method was adopted : to apply the
amount in equitable proportion to the po-
pulation of the Military Districts.

‘I'be population of tha whole Dominion by
last consus was 3,609,782 souls; it is now

approximately 4,000,000

; ‘Tho following tablowillshow the numbers
trained this yenr in cach Province, corres.
pouding with tho population, viz, :—

. Population, Quota trained,
Ontario.......... 1.6:20.851 12,45
Quebeo......... 1,101,516 9,002
Now Brunawick... 255 594 2,87
Nova Scotin...... 357,800 3,225
Manitoba........ 15,000 126
British Columbia. 15,000 126
Princo B, Ishind.. 94,021 788

(provisionally) quots trained smounting to
about § per cent.

The Active Militin enrolled, (including
this year, Prince Edward Island,) is 43,009,
being 1.1.5 por cont, of the population, to
which must boadded the Grand Trunk Rail-
way Brigade of 2,128, very efficient men.

The Koserve Militla, divided into three
clnsses, nmounts to 655,000, making o total
of 700,000 men between the ages of 18 and
60, hable by Inw (o be callad out in defonco
of their country,

Ivis a matter of vast importance that tho
rolls of the Active Militia ghould be kept
completo to the full number provided by
tho Slatutes, aven if the sum voted only ad®
mits of & portion been annually called ovt
for training; the remmnderbeing asceinbled
for muster, if only for one day in ench y-ar
at battalion headquarters, taking by turn to
come out {or trainipg consecutively,

By these means compined, tke advanzed
guard of the main Canadinn Army, or rogu-
lar Militia, would be kept complete, and
capable of being rapidly magde ¢ffective for
tho field,

RECRUITING .

Tne Keserve Militia is enrolled by ofticers
duly appointed, only onco in four yeurs ;
but it would be deswable that the oflicers
and sergeants should be anaually truned,
either by attsching them to regiments of tho
Active Militia, temporarily for that purpose
or preferably, at convenicent times, by the
permanent stifl’ of these regiments when
appointed,

‘The Active Militis is rwsed by voluutary
enlistment for three years, and in the coun-
try generally thero appears no want of men
to volunteer for its ranks, 20 much so that
this year, in some districts, disappointment
wis expressed when the strongth of the
companies was reduced from 55 t0 42, in or-
der to fit tho number iuto the amount of
nmonoy disposable.

Of coursein Canada generally, comprising,
in some parts, a floating population, condi-
tions as to voluntary seivico vary according
to circumstances in different provinces, dise
tricts and cities.

I am not sutliciently experienced in the
country to oxpress uny stroog opinion upon
the most effi:ctive mode of recruiting. but
it is npparent that 1t adaits of improvemant
in tunes of pence,

In the gvent of alarm or danger affecting
the Dominion, few who could carry arms
would bo found absent from their post, and
tho hardy, wanly lifo to which the bold en®
during people of Cnoada are accustomed
from boyhood; would vender them a wery
formidable nrmy when properly disciplined,

It appears that unler the present system,
in 1ural districts recruting depends much on
the popularity of tho captains, by whose ex:
wrtion and influence the comapany is formed
and kept together,

Mamlestly this is wrong in principle, be
causo & popular geantleman may be aunin.
compotent officer; but notwithstanding in-
competency ho isretwned, being popular
with the company,which it isassumed would
disperso ware he removed,

1 conclude this applies only to rual, and




