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A WORLD ENOIROLING MOVEMENT- HOW SHALL
IT FULFIL GOD'S DESIGN?

The Message of the President of the United
Society of Christian Endeavor, Rev. Francis
E. Clark, D. D., to the 16th International
Convention ot Christian Endeavor
Societies, San Francisco,

July 8, 1897.

You can readily perccive whby thie year I have chosen for the
subject of my annaal mossags, tho theme, **A World.Eacircling
Roligious Movoment ; How shall it Falfl God's Deciyn?

At the invitation of friends, and in cbedience to tho call of God,
as] believe, 1 bave, during tho pass year, besn jourceying :n many
lands, among people who speak many tongues. These journeys in
tehalf of Christian Endeavor bave carried me more than 40,000
miles, to more than a score of psoples, who speak noarly as maay
laognagos. Ouo factor I have found constant in all these lands; 1
bavo found Chrnistian Endeavor principles evorywhere ths same.

Tho same pledge, the sams oonsecration meeting, the same
goneral linea of effort for the Master, onlled committee work.
The usmoss diversity 1o anesssntisldetails ; sho atmost kmilarity
of purpose in ossential prinaiples.

Societies that are as widely separatad in miles and manners as
the Bengalis, who live in the swamps of the Ganges, and the
hafizs on the opiands of Africa, from the L.ndeavorers of the
Golden Gate and the Alameda, havo subscnibod to the same coven.
ant pladge, and, bstter still, aro keopiog 1.

1 bavo attended conventions, sinoe 1sss I met you, in the Metro-
politsn Tsbernacle of Loados, and in the Bsels of Beogal ; in St.
Aundrew’s Hall of Glasgow, and in the ancient capital of the Pan-
3ab, among our Irish Lodeavorers o Belfast, and on ths aunburas
phios of Southern Indis; in crowded Berlin, and on the lonely
1able-lands of the Transvasl. among the Alpa of Switzerland, and
on ths vast velds of the Orange Free State, it soa-girt Stockbolm,
and 1o ibs karoo of South Africa; in lordly Psris, and io qoiet
Wellington ; in the Cape ol Good Hope, mado sacred to maoy of
you by the Iife and labors of Andrew barrsy and his aspociates ;
and everywhere, amid all thess diversities of cusiom and costume,
of mannera and methods, of language and laws, 1 have foand thst
the Christian Endeavor ideals are subatantially thesame.

2foreorer, tho peoples whom 1 kave scon have boen of diverss
oreods and viaws of relizious trath. All, to te sure, have acknow-
ledged the supremacy of Jeans Cbhrist az the very Son of Godand
the only Baviour of loss sinnors ; all bavs socepted the Bible as
the Word cf Gad_ and the Holy Spirit #4 $he sanotifier, comlorter,
aod guide,—in sach soil ouly can Christian Ecdeaver Sourish,

Bet in minor particolars the creeds and {orms of charch
government of theen hospitable hosts of oar society differ as widely
aa their complexicos. Thesbade of tan on 2 man’s cbsek does nos
rake or ucmake his manhood; the shade of his croed does not
make or armake his Chrisiianity.

By Masthodiat and Baptists by Presbylerians and Congregation-
alists, by Friends azd Disciplos of Ckrist, by Episoopalisns and
Lutberan?, by adhsrents of tha State churches of Germany and
Nweden snd Holland and Sootland and Eongland, as well a3 by
Topresentstivus of every free chorch, have I been kindly received
in the nawme of Christian Eundeavor, and by every missionary
society &% wozk in India o Alrice.

Why? Mo by reason of any sloguent sdvosacy I oonid render
Christian FEndeavor, bot beoera ¢f ‘he elcynent endorssment
whick & common avd unitersal method of Christian servios
recders 10 ita advooate.

Moreover, shoald you go moch fartber afield than the
montha between two convaations bave alicwed me 80 traval, you
would find the }ams thing trae.  Yom wonld hear Mr Ling plead-
inglor Cbristian cilizenship in Foochow, and urgiog his fellow
Chinesa F.odeavorers 10 drivs 1the devila of cawic nnzighteoasness
1010 the L.astesn sea, where they wonid ba swallowsd up like ths
Gadareno swins 30 the waters. You would bear Africander
Lodeavorers devotiog thamselves to world-wids missions. You
wotld sce Japasose F.odoarorara seeking, a8 you sek, the life that
is bid with Chrnist 10 God . and Maisgasey Lodoavorees looking ap
through their tears for a Jeleated and degraded nation to ths God
ol nstions . and Arsnian Endeavorers groaniog as they think of
thair downirodden and bleeding cotniry, - How ionp, U lord,
bow loog!”

Coald you bave the inviable cap and closk, yon would ses
Christ:an Endoavor sailor isds cn the briny billows {alfil tbmr
pledge arder the evea of jeancg tare. and prisones Lodeavore:s
Jdsoying themaelres their oos waskly Jatter that they might give %o
zaissions the 1wo.cent posisge stamp, ihs only possesioos shay

ocou!d turn into ready money. e would sse faithfal little Juniors
as trae 80 their yows aa tho hoary sain$, and a multitade of
obsoure Endeavorers in every land, whose honest, oonsolentions
service no mao records, bat whom God hath written in His Book
of Life.

Only ona d~uomination atill soeks to prevent tho incrsase of
Christizn Fndeavor sociaties, and that has introduoed Christian
Eandeavor prinsiples, and shough we rogrot tho absence of fal
fellowship wo are glad of the extension of tho ideas for which we
stand,—in that wo rejoics, yea, and will rojoics.

Oar soclety then has these signs of a universal movement. It
was born in obionrity and weakneoss. It has not owed its exten-
sion to huwan advooacy or ecleziastioal anthorisy. It has spread
to every land. 1t has been founi mdepted to every evangelicsl
creed, and to overy form of church government, and to every race
and class and langusge and conditios of people. It has failed only
whera the principles involved in our covenant pledga have been
ignored, or wheto it bas boen oruched out by dencminational
autharity.

This ovident blessing of God, ro vast, 80 unexpooted, 8o onde.
served, 90 Iar as hawman zjencies go, abould lead us to ask every
yesr, with inoreasing humility and eagerness, what is God's world.
wide desigo for the Society* What world miosion bas He for it to
perform ?

Onr responsibility to falfil God’s purposs incroases with onr
growtlh. Tho Iarger the movement, the more wo conserve by oor
faithinlness, the more wo vreck by our blindneza or anfaithfal-
ness to God's design  Lat me then try to answer thie vital ques
tion How shall world onciroling Christian Endsavor fol81 God's
design?

1st. A world-wide movement must be $zue to its fundamental
idea: for it is evidunly to propageta that idea that God has
established it. The fandameatal parpose of Christian Endeavor
is to raise the siandard among young poople ¢f ontspoken devo-
tion and consecrated scrvice

This idea is embodied in our covenant pledge, and this idea
makes oar covenant imparative in a Christian Endeavor society.

Thie movement is not a conglomeration of every kind of youog
poople's society ; it is » movemant for the spread of definito ideas,
which God has owned and bleat. Its whols history ehows the
suprems Lovor which God bestows upon uncompromisiog, uo-
sbashed, out.and.ont service, Ob, Eundeavorers, bs true cverto
thie basal * Jought of Christian Endeavor! for apon it, on every
page of our history, God has sct the saal of His zpproval.

2ad. A world-encircling movemert mazs necessarily be a noify-
ing movemeat. This part ol itg mission istoo plain to argue. It
bas bronght forly denominations togetber, so far as occlosisstioal
suthority kas not interfered, and bound their young psople in
blesssd bonds thoy have not befors known | later, it hea forged o
link batwsen forty nations that spsak forty langaages ; mors than
all, it has woven now strands of Christian conoord between the
four grext Eaglish-speaking sections of the world, the United
States, Great Britzin, Canads, Anstralis, Thoess bonds srs made
o! reany strands of common method and common name. The
missionary ocolonies, too, of the Eagiish-speaking race, it 1 may so
call thern, are ostablishad in every clime, and a now connecting
flamens between them all is found in Christian Eadeavor.

Arbitration treatiss may be amended, or scoepted, 07 rejectad.
The world.wide Christian Eodeavor movement is & new treaty of
lovo 8nd good-will bstween miilions of thoss wh> speak the sams
Isngasge and who work by the eamo methods for the same Lord.

Every yoar some of our British brsthren come to our American
coavention. 1in 1900 I bopo that 10,10 of you will aocept the invi-
tation of British Eondeavorers to London to ratify and seal the
inlscaational treaty of Christian Endeavor.

3rd. A world-snoircling movemsns must bs a prosuasive foros.
Yon have shown the sign of universal adaptabvility, Christian
Eodsavorers, by entering inlo prisons and awyloms, lighthouses
and lile-saving atstions, man ol-war and merchans vessesls, soldiars’
barracks and factory lofte, as woll as into all the activities of
chared lile. There 13 another plaoo very near home where your
powar and principlos are felt, and whers they should be felt still
more, and that is tha woekly oharch praysr-mseting. I know of
0o way s good of makiog this suggestion practioal as by forming
wspior sociotios, wbou’chial distinotion shall be that, witbous
incTesaing church machinery, they apply the Christian Endeavzr
ooveonant pledge to the woekly moeting of tbe choreh. Already
these senior socistics, which {orm the veteran and the psrmansnt
cohort of Cbristian Endeavor, have been formed, ot onlyin
Amarics, bat in Australia, Iudis, Great Britaio, and Soath Africs,
and always with blessedly beneficial resnlts.

Remembar ths lesson, 80 bard for soma of ns 10 learn, that wa
a7e all sixlesa yoars older than ws were mxtoen years ago; that
1he respoasibilitics of the Young Poople’s Socisty must some tims
be transferred 10 Tousger shoulders; and that oar effors shoald be
sz we 2cow older to develop younger workars, and to apply oor own
snergies diractly Lo the church moeting and all church aotivities.
Tbas, ia the Senior Sociely, ws are no less part of the Christian
Fodeavor movement, bat both the charch and this movement of
the church are infinilely strecgthened 1 hope 10 ee the senior
socistise ultiplied tenfold the comintyear.

Conligwed next c~eck.




