
The Presbyterian Review,

THE RIS TORIC ELDERSHIP.
Bm flEv. Tueuàs NArmaxa.

To speak cf the Eldersbip o! the Preebyterian Churcb ns historie
is anly te etate aur bottet In ils suthoritative existence and its fauna.
tion lue b !huroh. Worm the tern historia aiwaye ustdl le optait-
ing or writleg o! offices ia the Chumob, te desîgnate that irbicli
derives lis auîhority tram cor Lard or trem Elle aposties, thie
explanation mlgbt, net bu neoessary ; but inasmucb as It has bean
nsed more frequently ta desîgoate that whicb can oniy be nhown
ta ha a subsequent deiveiopment in bistory, the expiaustion inl
dwoemd advlsable.

. f tbe tbrea ordeme of the Christian Mlizîlstry, tho Eidersblp ie
the longent enîabliebed. Il may ba ibat, becanse et modern usage,
(rathor wouid ire say dieno. sud negicoQ, it bas broon2e necêBsty
ta say the Mostin dot once et tho djaonate, nithough its institution
is sri plainly ststed ie the sixîli ohapter cf lbe Acta ot the Aposties,
aniL the qu2lifications for the offloa se ireil defie thora ana ie
1 Tim. 3. the blinistry of the Word snd Doctrine, on the. ctber
band, will ha faund lo be tb. mont- difficuit te differentiate. Tira
reasan fer Ibis latter foet il mUl b. advaetageces te etate, for tlii
atating o! it will invoive the dloser defining of the several ordere
reiatîvoly. The apostdée more at tbm fIrsi under the eessity of
minleterieg ie temporal affaire as ireil as ie word and doctrine.
l'bey theretora ordained deacons le undertake the fermer duties
thst thoy migbl tbemseivea bc treer for the latter. But je direct-
ing the ohoice cf mon for Ibis office they required net only that
thoe aoula ho mon etnet greedy cf fiitby lucre," (1 Tini. iii' .8),
irbo would net yield te, tbe soductieus o! their office je disperaîiUR
ta the neceenities cf tho poor, bot alec that tbey ha làmen o! h Dest
report, foui ci the Roty Ghost anad wiedon," (Acte vi: 3). Thes,
it *i11 bc uotea, are qualfieations excceaingly likely te render the
poaaasscr ot them- "pt te teaeh,", (1 Tue. iii: 2). Accorýiglgy
me aed Stephrn, oee et the savon deacone first coen, preaobiug
the Word cf Gea sud defandlng tbe doctrine se etautlY Ibat ho for-
taite hie lirta te f tory cf the Il tiff-necked aua uncimoumncised ie
heart," (Acte Yi : 8 te ch. 4ki : 2). Teaobing and preaohieg the
'Word wua net the peculiar function cf the office cf thse deumon. but
Ibis indaividuai deaoon hail ability ana the opportunity ha Io cer,"

te have snpplcmented the mark et the Aposîles ana Eiders. The
office et tha dascon was one that was cntircly nom, as bath %ho
narratve ie Acta vrill show ana aeae the ,%nbsequent developroant
cf tbe office ie point cf importance. It mawua ne savill the office
cf the Eider or Pesbyter. Joat au Christ Himeelf 4" tangbt in the
synagogue and ie the temple,", <John xviii :20.) Be the synagogue
goveraent scoins le have bae reoognira by tire Aposties. This
tact cannai b. toc caretully uote3, for it in part cf tho bietcry 0!
the Eldership. Lightfoot, ie bis valuable mark on The Christian
Mieiatry, Baye: <'Tie Christian congregatiane in Pitetine long
coutiuued ta b. desiguated hy Ibis naine (of synagogue,) tbough
th. torm reclesia took !te place tram the very lir2I iu hestben cane-
trias. 'Wth the synagogue lItsai, they wculd uaturaily, if net
nooessatily, sdopt tbe normal government ai a synagogue, sud a
body et Eiders or ]Prebytors wouid be chesn te direct tho raui.

coun worabip, and partly aise te watch over the temporal watt-
bolug of the socety.1' Unlike tbe deacons, thon, the Eiders are
ietrodnoed in tb. New Testameent Il itheut prelaco."

It inaovident !romi the action of tbe noverai Apostien (sud par-
tiou!srly et Paul,) le ordaining Eiders ie evcry city tbrongh wbich
lb.7 paaad on thelr=Msicary excursions, lhatthoy ietanded ton.
serathe prescbico!the gospel intheir sbsencead sfiar tboy wônld
have pausodaw*y, Paul aud Barnabals 'ordaincd IboinEiders le
overy 6bnrch," (Acta xiv : 25.) Titus, by Paui'a direction, ordsieed
Ei.ers le envary cIy" Ilu Crote, (Titus i : 5.) The firsb tbiug
Paul acon on srritig in sny place vrbar Eiders huavs.resdy beau
ordaiuea, set Moitus (Acte xx: 17,) ta ta o.-Il thora Eider. toaether
te onseIl ana advis with Ibon 9, sud irban agie ho coutemplates
hie departure trami them wts tbe prospect cf nover retuneng, ho
exhorte tiétaa ks coa . . . teoaiilthefiock over wbith
the Haly Gboaî bath made ye overseema, te tced tbe Cburcb of
Ged," (Acte xx. 28.) The Apoate anau Eiders are aaeooiated ta.
gclb.r le deoliboratng open maltera cf doctrine and practîce, (Acte
xv; 4-23.) But salon tbe IsoIve Apostlas, sud tbe Apachle ta lthe
GenuIls tc, will b. numbered mus tihe dead.

We have s yet but tire orders ln the mieistry, Elaa-.a or Pres-
byters ud Deaceesa. Wo must lequire miaI the pcenMr fuetion
cf the EiduWhp ln discloele InHoly Wrlt te bc, Thora is oe
psaau ef Beriptur. tûta dd.nus irith spécil olearnen iriai tbf.

wae and in. 41'Lot the Eiders that rule watt ba cannted worthy of
double honor," (1 Tim. Y. 17). Aithough to those worde in adad
the furthar clauso: "es pecially they who labor in the word and
doctrine," it'is abndantiy evident that the particelar reasan for
their boing la worthy of double hanar"I la, that they mIeul weil."
Thoy arc ail the more worthy if, having performed the proper
fonction ef their ocales, they add ta Ibat the preachieg of the
Gospol, se Stephen a deaoon, dia. The office cf tho EIlier. thon, in
Ihat of roling the cangregation in spiritual thinge; and. socondsrily,
o! ministering te tbemwisbie thoa mo phera, (Jamuev : 14>. Tho
Apoatie Peter, aadrassing the Eiders in the ifilh chaptur o! ise fari
apietia sasy: Ifeoa'.he flock of God whlch in among you. taking
the oversigbt thara." And we bave aiready bound equivalont
word. in Acte.=x::28. Nor can toc careful oonelderalion bc given
te tbis malter ot taking the ovorsight, cKru)for thertin lite the
scotion cf the whalo quosin. The terni in oe of a more genoral
character thon the wordI toae" (-rpeori-) whioh in used in
1 Tim, y: 17, 1 Thens. Y : 12, and in oilher passages, and iyhioh
aecially characterizes tho office. It embracen bath tbia auty an&~
aise that at "teediog theflock." Moreaver, ildolarooniphstlcaily
the kieship that subsiste betweou the threa ordore ot the mieistry,
and more oaeoialiy belween thie, the second erdor, and the dm1o-
that, vit., -whioh la known ta un au the Ministry of the Wora. As
the speoil office et the dneau wue ta miaister te the nocesitios et
,the poor, and yet the desaon himei iras te posseu thasa qualitios
thal wouid nake ltr eesentiaiiy a teachor; and ac the speoisi
office of the Eider wua te raie the congregation, yet ha cac iras te
bo a qualifiait teacher of the word snd doctrine ; sa aise thora iras
te ho, in ;ie econcrny of divine Frace, another permanent arder,
the peonliar fonction of whioh ebauld be the teaohing or praachinR
ot the Word or God ana tire Gospel o! the Lord Jeans Christ, the
appoieted mens of grecs te ail nations9. The connidoratienoetthie
ordor, its institut ion, development, and paramount importance, ire
wiUl Iave, perforca, te another lime.

Thera je anather tact ta bc reviewed ie a study et the historie
Eiderebip. Itl e Ibis:"I The Aposties de not appoar te have
erdained deacane ie each oity and place irben dm1at they fonndod
the Church thora. nor han the tireI erder ot tho micistry an exiot-
euce yet, as ire have soeu. They ordaied Eidoe, hawever, le
aory cherch. The tiret arder bas ne existence hecane thora iene
reagan yet for lie disetinct existence, the Apostles tbemseivos beieg
the Preachers o! the Word je overy place. Nor, iras the diacone.to
estsbliaee je each particular place untii Ibm necessities of the
infant Choral' demanadedthe division otîshor. Sntleatwejudge
t rom the reason aseigned je the Acte cf the Apostce.9 -for ite insti-
tution, tram tbe nature of the case, ana train the abtence of any
mention cf the order in sucb passages as Titus i: :. The tact of
the invariable ordination of Eiders itseit dociarce the importance
of tbm Eiderahip ; and the added tact that Eiders wire Ii tin sole
charge o! the infant Chuees in the absenceai the Apostlos
declares. mareover, that that importance le fondamental. Frein
tho Eidcrahip iras te ho develcped the stated ministry, the tIrd
order ta bceastsbiishea, altbongh firstin jeiguity and importan ce,
during alleubsequent lime. The differeutiaticu bau alrcaaylbegon
and iras iebrt in tha office, a tact that je besutituliy st forth
by the autberity aircay reterred te. Ligbttot. in hie Christian
Ministry, (pp. 29. 80.) IlWitt, the Rrowth o! the Churoh," ba suye,
Ithe visits o! lb. ApoBîleuanu Evangosie t losy individuel coin-

monity muet have become lese and lcas frequeut, so that tbm burden
et instruction wculd a gmaaually trausiferred trom Ibesa mi.'nicn.
ary preachere ta the local officers o! the congregatian. Ronce St.
Paul ie tire passages. wre ha gives directions rclsting te hicps
or presbyters. (Eiders) insiste epecialiy on Ibo taoulty of tcacbing
s a qualification for tbe position. Yet aven bore tii work seatue
lo ba rcgarad rather as incidentai ta than au inherant in the
effice. lu the oe epiltee dircts that double benor sabebpaid
ta thons presbyters %vbe have ruled iveil, but eSjteciall>. la socb agi
labor iu word sud doctrine, ne thengb cne holding ibis cilice migbt
decline tho work et instruction. la the other, ho closes tha list ot
qualifications with the roquirieet that tbe bishop or preshyttr
<Eider) beld fact the faitbtoi word in acoordance with tho apoutalia
teaching that ha may b. able bath ta exhrtin e belhcsy doctrine
and ta ecetute gaiesayera, tileogiog ast a resace the pernicionu
setivity sud grcwiug numbersc etho taise teachera. Nevertbebceau,
thora ii, ne _round for supposing that the work of toichiug sna the
work et govarning pertaieed ta separate members et tha Presby.
total Coliega. As: cath lad his special gifi. se :rould he devole hi,,,.
xitel more or leiz excluzavelr la the eue or the orher of thie sacred
functions."

'Wo bakve it.iiiz the irords oi the lait sentence b=cate tbey
eoetuin, the whole etory as ie a nutahell.

Auummrsme, Apil 41h, 1895.
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