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THE HISTORIC ELDERSHIP.

Br Rev, Tuouas Nartness.

To speak of tho Eldership of tho Prosbyterian Church as historic
is only to tate our beliof in its authoritative oxistenceand its fano.
tion in tho Church. Were the term historio always used, in speak-
iog or writing of officea in the Church, to designate that which
derives ita authority from our Lord or from His apostlos, thia
explanation might not bu necessary ; but inasmuch as it has been
used more frequently to designate that whioh can only be shown
to bo a eubscquent development in history, the explanation is
doomed advisable.

. Of the threo orders of the Christian Ministry, the Eldership is
the longest cstablished. It may bo thaf, because of modern usage,
(rather would we say disuse and nogleot,) it has breomie ncosessry
to say the most in defence of the djaconate, nlthough its institation
is 9 plainly stated in the sixth chaptor of the Acts ofthe Apostlos,
and the qualifications for the offico 8o well defined there and in
1 Tim. 8, the Ministry of tbo Word and Dootrive, on the.cther
hand, will bo found $o bs the most difficult to differentiate. Tia
reason for this lattor facs it will be advantageons to state, for ths
stating of it will involve the closer defining of the seversl ordera
relatively, The aposilén were at the firs$ nnder the neoessity of
ministering in temporal affairs as well as in word and dootripe.
They therefore ordained deacons to undertake the former datics
$hat they might themselves be freer for tho Iatter, Bot in direoct-
ing the ohoice of men for this uffice they required not only that
these chonld be men ** not greedy of filthy laore,” (1 Tim. iii:8),
who would not yield to tho seductions of their ofice in dispersing
to the neosgsaitics of the poor, bat also that they be **men of h aest
report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom,” (Acts vi:3). Thess,
it will be noted, are qualfications exceedingly likely to render the
pos3osscr of them.‘*ap$ to teach,” (1 Tim. iii: 2). Accondingly
we find Btephen, one of the seven deacons first chosen, preaching
the Word of God and defonding the dootrine eo stoutly that he for-
feits his life to the fury of the * atiff-necked and uncircumcised in
hears,* (Aots vi: 8 to ch. i : 2). Teaching and preaching tho
Word was not the paculiar fanction of the office of the deacen, but
this individual deacon had ability and the opporiunity he isshowa
10 bave supplemented the work of the Apostles and Elders. The
offios of the deacon was one that wag cntirely new, as both sho
narrative in Acts will show and also the subsequent developraent
of the office in point of importance, It was not so with tho office
of the Elder or Prosbyler. Just as Christ Himself ** taught in tho
synagoguo and in the temple,” (Jobn xviii:20.) 8o the synagogus
governmeont acems to have bean recognized by tho Apostlea. This
fact cannot be too carefnlly noted, for it is part of tho history of
the Eldership. Lightloot, in his valuable work on Tho Christian
Ministry, eaya: ¢ The Christian congregations in Paleatine long
continued o be designated by this namo (of synagogue,} though
the term ecclesia took ita placo from the very first in heathen coun-
trics,. With tho synagogae itself, thoy would naturally, il not
necessarily, edopt the normal government of s synagogue, and o

" body of Elders or Presbyters would bo chosen to direct tho reli-

,.~ous worship, oud partly also to watch over tho temporal well-
boing of the society.” Unlike tho deacons, then, tho Elders are
introdnoed in $he New Testament * withont preface.”

It is evident from the aotion of tho sevoral Apostles (and par-
tioalarly of Paul,) in ordaining Elders in evory city through which
they passod on thelr missionary excarsions, thatthoy intondedtoen-
suretho preachiogof thegospel intheir absanceand aftor they wonld
have pacsed away, Panl and Barnabas * ordained them Elders in
every church,” (Actsxiv: 23.) Titas, by Paul’a direction, ordained
‘Klders “in ovary city" in Crote, (Titus i:5.) The firsi thing
Paul does on arriviog ia any place where Elders have alrcady been
ordained, as at Miletus (Aotaxx : 17,) is to ozl theso Elders togother
10 consult and adviss with them ; and when again bo coutemplates
his departare from them with the prospoot of never returning, ho
exhorts them to “taksheod . , . toall the Qock over which
tho Holy Ghoat bath made you oversesrs, to fced the Church of
God,” (Actaxx. 28.) Tho Apostles and Elders are associated to-
getber in deliborating apon mattera of dootrine and practics, (Acts
xv:4.28.) Bat soon tho twelvs Aposties, and tho Apostle to tho
Centilos $00, will be numbered with tho desd,

TWa bavo as yoi bus two orders in the ministry, Eldsra or Prea-
byters and Descona.  Wo must inquiro what the peouliar function
of the Eldership is disclosed in Holy Writ to bs, There is ono
passago of Scripture that defines with special clearnsss what this

was and is. ¢ Lot the Elders that rule woll be counted worthy of
doublo honor,” (1 Tim. v. 17). Although to theso worde is added
tho farthor clauss: “ especially they who labor in tho word and
dootrine,” it'ie abundantly cvident that tho particular reason for
their boing ** worthy of doublo honor " is, that they * rule woll.”
Thoy aro all tho more wortby if, having performed tho propor
function of their office, they add to tbat tho preaching of the
QGospol, as Btepben a deaoon, did. The office of the Elder, then, iz
that of roling the congregation in spiritual things ; and, secondarily,
of ministering to thom within the samo sphoroe, (Jamos v: 14), Tko
Apoatle Potor, addrossing the Elders in tho filth chapter of his ficat
opistle sayn: ** feed the flock of God which is among you, taking
the overaight thoreof.” And we have already found equivalent
words in Aota xx:28. Nor can too careful conelderation be given
tothismatter of taking tho overaight, (¢xiokorewv) for therein lies the
solution of the whole quesiion. The term is one of a moro general
character than the word **iule’ (wposriva:) which is used in
1 Tim, v: 17, 1 Thess. v: 12, and in other passages, and whioh
apecially characterizes tho offics. It embraces both this duty and
also that of *feeding tho flock.” Dloreover, it declaros omphatically
tho kinship that subsists between the threo ordors of the ministry,
and more especially beiween this, the second ordor, and the firat—
that, viz,, whioh is known to us as the Ministry ot the Word. As
the speoial offico of the deacon was to minister to the neoessities of
thoe poor, and yet the deacon himsel? was to possest those qualities
4hat would make him essentially & teacher; and as the special
office of the Elder was to rule tho congregation, yot he aleo was to
be a qualified teacher of the word and dootrine ; 8o also thexs was
to be, in the cconomy of divine grace, another permanent order,
the peculiar funotion of which should be the teaching or preaching
of the Word of God and the Goapel of the Lord Jesus Christ, tho
appointed means of grace to all nations. The consicderation of thie
order, its institation, developmont, and paramounnt importance, wo
will leave, perforce, to another time.

There is another faot to be reviewed in o study of the historio
Eldership. It is this: ** The Apostles do not appear to have
ordained deacons in each city and place when firat-they founded
the Church thare, nor has the firat order of tho ministry an exist-
euco yet, ag wo havo seen. They ordained Elders, however, in
overy church, Tho first order has no cxistenco because there isno
reason yet for its distinet existonce, the Apostles themselvos being
the Preachers of the Word in cvery place. Nor, was tho diaconato
established in exch partioular place until the necessities of the
infant Church demanded the division of Iabor. Soat least wojudge
from the reaeon assigned in the Acts of the Apostles, for its insti.
tution, from tho nature of the caee, and from tho abrencs of any
mention of the order in such passages as Titusi: 5. Tho fact of
the invariable ordination of Elders itself declares tho importance
of the Elderehip ; and the added fact that Elders wore Ieft in sols
charge of the infant Churches in the absenco of the Aposties
declares, moreover, that that importanco is fundamental. ¥rom
tho Eldcrehip was to be developed the stated ministry, the third
ordor to boe established, although first in dignity and importance,
dariog all subzequent timo. The differentiation has already begon
and was inherent in tho office, a fact thas is beautifully sot forth
by the anthority already referred to. Lightfoot, in his Christian
Ministry, (pp. 29, 30.) « Witk the growth of the Chureb," ho suys,
« tho visits of the Apostiea and Evangolista to any individual com-
munity must bave becomo less and less frequeat, 80 that tho burden
of instraction wounld be gradaally transferred from theso mi~sion.
ary preachers to tho local officers of tho congregation. Hence 8t.
Paul in two passages, whero ho gives directions relating to bishops
or presbytors, (Elders) insists epecially on tho faculty of teaching
as a qualification for the position, Yot evon hero this work scems
to bo regarded ratber as incidental to than as inherent in the

cffico. 1In tho one epistle he directs that donble honor shall bopaid
to thoso presbytors who havo roled well, bat ¢specially to such as
1abor in word and dootrine, as though ono holding thia effice might
decline tbo work of instraction. o thoe other, bo closes tho 118t of
qualifications with the requirement that tho bishop or presbyter
{Elder) hold fast thoe faith{cl word in accordanco with tho s postolio
teaching that ho may bo abla both to exhort in the healthy dootrine
and to confato gainsayers, alleging as & reason tho pernicious
activity and growing oumbers of tho falss teachors. Novortheless,
there is no _round for supposing that the work of teschiog and the
work of governing pertained to soparato membera of the Presby-
toral Collego. As cack had his special gift, so wonld ke devole him-
self more or less excluzively to the one or the otker of these sacred
functions.”

Wo bavo italicized the words of tho last senienco becanes thay
oontain tho whole azor{ a® in » natsboll,

AMNOERSTBTRO, April 41h, 1895,
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