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THE MANUFACTURERS PROTEST.

AT the recent meeting of the Canadian Manufacturers’
Association, the preamble of the following resolutions set
forth several obvious facts bearing on the subject, the resolu-
tion being as follows :

Resolved.—That the Canadian Manufacturers’ Association is
Most decidedly opposed to any change in the policy of the

Ominion (iovernment which would subject Canadian manu-
Acturers to the unequal competition of any foreign manufac-
Urers,

Resolved —That this Association would most strongly object
© any arrangement being made by the Dominion Government
Yith ‘any other Goveinment by which there would be any
trade discrimination whatever against Great Britain.
Resolved.—That the existing National Policy of Protection to
Anadian manufacturing enterprises is well suited to the needs
Of this country and has proved of advantage to all classes of
our people ; therefore this Association now places itself upon
c8cord ag npposed to unrestricted reciprocity with the United

tates in manufactured products.

. The « unequal competition ” alluded to, means this: Canada
Ba comparatively new country as regards the manufacturing
""ugtries, But a few years ago she adopted the present
Policy of protection, and under it she is rapidly advancing in
“Materia] wealth and prosperity. To a large extent she is manu-

Aeturing at home many articles which were formerly imported ;
d to 5 large extent she is consuming at home, in her manu-

l"t\l!'ing industries, many articles which were formally
Xported. Under her policy of protection thousands of work
thop, factories and industrial establishments have sprung into
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existence, giving employment to tens of thousands of workmen
who would either have been in idleness or competitors of those
employed in agricultural and kindred pursuits. These tens of
thousands of workmen, on the other hand, are consumers of a
very large portion of what those employed in agricultural pur-
suits produce, creating a profitable home market where no mar
ket at all before existed. Any change that would disturb
this equilibrium—any thing that would injuriously affect the
manufacturing element of Canada—anything that would
deprive the agricultural element of Canada of the large and
profitable near by home market-—would be embraced in the
phrase ‘“unequal competition.”

It is claimed by the advocates of unrestricted reciprocity

‘[ that the agricultural element, and all other elements in (‘an-

ada should be allowed to buy and sell in the open markets of
the United States, and that to prevent this is to grant favors
to Canadian manufacturers by which they are becoming rich,
at the expense of the rest of the country which is becoming
poor.  No one denies that the United States is a great and
prosperous nation—no sane man will deny that that greatness
and prosperity were attained under almost exnctly such con-
ditions as now prevail in Canada—that protection did it,
That policy which has added so much to the importance of the
United States will do as much for Canada if allowed the same
opportunity. ~ There the manufacturing industries have
attained greater perfection, many of them than anywhere else
in the world. With all the facilities that wealth can supply
they have absorbed their own market and are ready to absorh
any others they may find ready access to. Without the inter-
vention of the tariff they would soon absorb the Canadian
market to the destruction of Canadian manufacturing indus-
tries. 1f Canada proposed giving herself up to her rival —if
she had no high aspirations for the future in which are embod-
ied hopes for national greatness and independence—if she is
anxious for annexation and assimilation with the Great Kepub-
lic, then there could be no surer nor quicker way of gratifying
this desire than by unrestricted reciprocity.

What is said regarding American manufacturers may also
be said with more or less force regarding the manufacturers
of Great Britain, France and Germany. Those are old
countries in which the arts and sciences attained perfection
long years ago. The land teems with population with whom it
is a life and death struggle for bread. The common people-
the laboring classes—are pauperized ; and they gladly sell their
labor at prices unheard of in Canada. Do the laboring
classes of Canada want to work in unrestricted competition
with these? We think not, yet that is precisely what free
markets and cheap goods mean. With unrestricted reciprocity
with the United States, or free trade with the world as some
desire, if the Canadian manufacturer continued his operations
it would of necessity be with labor as cheap as the cheapest
with which he had to compete. Therefore Canadian manufac-
turers are opposed to the unequal competition of any foreign
manufacturersin the United States or any where else.

The Association objects to any arrangement for any sort of
rveciprocity by which there would be trade discrimination
against Great Britain. Whatever necessity may have existed
in the past for a reciprocity with the United States whereby

such discrimination was made or contemplated, it does not




