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THE AUGMNENTATION SCHIIEE.

BT DIL. CAMP>BELL, RENFREW, CONVENER, WEST.

«2b my Brelllrcn in the MIiistry:-

Expansion ineets us everywhere in theso days;
on Eastern trafflo ues, at Western mines, a'id
best, of ail, ail along tho lino in the growth of oar
Mission Field.

Clear headed business men rejeico in it, and
declare that it is tho making of Canada te hold
the trado by meeting tho eipansion now, at ai-
mont any cost. Shall not t.hoy and wo together
show liko wisdom and decision in the other
sphero, where the xnaking of Canada, in tho high-
est senso, ig being wrought ont? Doubtiess,
carneat men amongst thema are waiting and ready
to be with us in any decided rnovement; only
they would say, IlIt is in your lino, so you must
plan and tell us what is needed, for we are very
busy mon."

Have we any plan? Loving hearted and cicar
headed meon wrought out tho Augmentation
Seheme, with tho intent of meeting the Homo
Mission Committeo at ail its terminais, and of
handling, without loss or delay, ail materiai
offered to, the Church's furthor care. It may not
ho the idoal plan, but it is what we havo just now,
and so, useful bas it beon that this may bo said:*
"1If at any gathering of business mon, called to,
considor some pressing inaterial intorest, a plan
similarily tested and succossful should bo pro-
sented, tho rnoney nooded to carry it, through
would ho providod in a single hour."1

And we, brethren, if we go to tho work unitedly,
and with whole-hearted conviction, cani accom-
plish the same thing in half an hour. Give me
haîf an hour in which each of you, in his own
pulpit or in that of an exchanging brother, shahl
speak from, heart te, hoArt, informing our people
and appealing for their aid, and I have no fear as
te, the resuit.

Somothing behind that of course; the situa-
tion grasped, conviction graven on your hearts
and minds, and above ail, love on tho spring ; then
there can be no failuro. This gift, I shahl surely
have, your Cihurch shahl have, your Master shahl
have, for I abido in this faith, that "lfor Zion's
sake you will not hold your pence, and for Joru-
salem's sake you will not rest, until the rigliteous-
ness thoreof shahl go forth as hrightness, and tas
salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth."

AUGMENTATION, WEST.

IBY REV. W. T. IIERRIDGE, OTTAWA.

Tho work whieh tho Augmentation Fund has
accomplished sinco its creation in 1883, is itself
tho most cloquent testimony te its worth, and

the greatoît incentivo to, its entlîusiastie isîîjpouîL
by ovory mnhonbr of the Ilrcsbytcriuni Chte)>c in
Canada. At th, isaine tii:no, iL becornes neccssary
fromn year to, year to set forth its conditions and
recjuirexncnt.

Ouîr first %vord iinust bo ono of grateful thanks
for tho largo measuro of support whiclî was given
to, tho Funds during the past ypar. More gener-
oui- intercst wvas slîown in inany (jiartors and
very hearty re-ponse frein niany old and tried
friends. Thus, the< Coinmittue %vas cnabled,
thougli in an cxccdingly inodest way, to, nmcd
the needs of tho vaîrions congregations under its
care, and oveti te shiow a sinaîl balance on haind.
This was mainly because soniething over $2,5t0
came froni "I Britisli Oyants," a source of revenue
which was ours fer tho tirist and hast tinie.

The ordinary revenue rau behind tho expendi.
turc by $1,500, and wvlien it, is remcmbcrcd that
this year, the Commîttee, with the express sanc-
tien of Assembly, added as niany fields in necu
districts as wvill increase the expenditure te at
leat $26,000, as compared wvith' ' 23,000 last yeai,
it will bo undorstood that between S4,0O0 and
$5,000 more will bo required frein our people to
keep pace wîth the demands wvhich are fairly
made upon the Fund.

In fact the Assernblyauthorizod the Cemmittee
te go the length of $28,000, and, iu another year,
se pressing are the demands, even more than that
may ho nocessary ; but with the geod help of
Presbyteries, who have shown great carefuhness
in securing moderate dlaims, the Cemmittee have
kept down expenditure te, a peint lower than
was expected, and are hopeful that the
Churc's response te the appeal now made mnay
be se genereus, that again thoy may mako ends
meet.

DISTRIBUTION 0F RESOURCES.

The aim of the Augmentation Fund is net, te
pamper congregations, but rather te stimiulate
thema to.the peint of complote self-support. That
such efforts have been successful 18 preved by the
fact that each year a number of .charges are re-
xnoved from, the list altogether, whilo, niany tuit
romain have diminished grants given theni. li
some cases, of course, owing te, pecuhiar diffi.
culties, growth is excoedingly slow ; and it is
j ust bore that the assistance of tho Fuud is mest
required, if Christian ordinances are te bo main.
tained at ail.

Quebec and somo parts of Ontario caîl for otîr
aid as urgently as tho Western Provinces
of our Dominion ; and while the resuits niay hoe
less exhilarating, they are net less heneficial.

The work of tho Assemhly's Committee is as.
sisted by exact reports from Synods and Presby.
teries, and each case is suhmitted te the nmest
rigid investigation. The Commnitteo might be
accused, perhaps, of enforced parsimony, but
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