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First came the question af time. The curriculum seemed
already crowded. Other work showed results which could be
seen ; Nature Study was so entirely a matter of attitude that
naturally there was a strong temptation ta let it, if anything, be
left undone.

Then, in the teachers themselves same difficulties arase. It
was bard for them ta, farget the habits of years and cease ta re-
gard, knowledge as tbe chief abject af education. They wished
ta give information and wben directed nat ta tell toa much, in
sofr cases went ta the opposite extrê'me and did flot even guide.
but turned their classes adrîft. Their iack of knawledge troubled
them, and in a few instances topics wcre shunned for fear the
pupîls might ask questions whicb they could flot answer. lu spite
of these difficulties, howcver, the teachers bave donc remarkably
well ; and 1 must express my admiration of the Winnipeg teachers
as a body, for having taken up sa, Weil, wark which was cam-
pletely foreign ta ail their traditions.

Another difficulty &rase with tbe pupils, in a few cases. Thcy
thought tbey knew ail about the topics suggested. 'lFancy
studying a cat !" They had had ane in the bouse for years. A
very littie trouble showed them how much they really knew.

Another difficulty was the "parent who didrat believe in such
nonsense as studying a butterfly's wing."' We heard of a few
parents wha objected ta the work and at tbe same time shawed a
consumniate ignorance of ail about it. However, 1 am glad ta*
say we received fram the parents mare encouragement than tbe
reverse.

Last of ail arises the question: "Wat resuits have been
attained ?" It is too soon te answer sucb a question wben it is
remembered that tbe wark bas for its end. nat tbe mere acquisi-
tion of knowledge, but the development of interest and mental
power; stili. 1 thînk that results can be seen, for 1 have asked
many times : " lDo yau sec any results ?"* and bave received such
aoswers as: '1They sec much more ;" "1They sec things tbey
would neyer bave seco before and are always asking questions
about something." Surely interest and faculty for observ itaon
are things warth working for, and. ta those who ask for knawledge
as a resuit, many thin<(s cao be pointed out as having added ta
the pupils' stock ai facts. We have four manths more ta work
ini. If at the etid af that time we cao fei that the pupils as a
whole are a litdie mare inter.ested. sympathetic, observant and
self-reliant; and if they realize better that in ail things, great or
small, animate or inanimate, there is samething wonderful, sanie-
thing wortby of study, then indeed aur wark ha. nat been in vain.


