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be immer-sed, you wilI perceive that it wiIl bc inime-
diately cove,1ed wvit1i a fluin côïating of coppei. The
cýýuse ofthis is, tliat the nitric acid bias a crreater affi-
ity to the iron, thii to the copper it bolds in solit-
tion -,tlat, con1sequently, it (1uits the copper and
lorni; a nev cuxiipound ivith the ironi ; the copper
bl)ýùi(g daiis relin(uiblhcd is precipitaL'd, aiid f'orDis
1tiat tliin coating wihyou inay observe on the
lirfaice of' the ir n. Lpon this principle Lepend,

the pa -2of'clen, cal deopsn bodie- i. e.
rctzcing thenl t(> the:'r oiginal matters. llere tlie-
L .)>ppcr is f.rst dIissolveilby the acid, and the1i tu
co2M.j ,intl tliut, frnied i.ý, decomiiposedl by the inter-
vention of the iroii, and the copper restored in its
former state. On this principle it is that chemical
tables have been formed, bv whicht at one view the
chemnist inay be informced of the vario>us pow'ers of
attraction between diflerent matter. A single
A olumu of this sort is here iniroduced as a specimen.

Àe-tnpburit ¶rt4,

BARYTA. LIME.
STRONTIA MAGNESIA.
POTASSA I AMMONIA.
SODA j

FErom this table we should deduce that suilhuric
acid had a greater affinity to, baryta than to strontia,
to strontia lan to potassa, to potassa than to soda,

aiiso on; and, consequently, that baryta would de-
compose any compound of sulphuric acid formied
with.l those bases enumerated afler it, There are
two, classes of decomposition, simple and douible.
In the simple, ene body separates a second from its
combination with a third. In the double, two nçw
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