322

AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL.,

many other arguments to prove our pro-
position, if it was necessary. It is the
production of the country chiefly, that must
pay for these woiks, unless when they are
employed in carrying the production of
another country to be shipped for a foreign
port, then, of course, the foreign country pays
a part.  'We may'also admit, that travellers,
tourists, and other parties not agriculturists
making use of rail-ronds, &c., will contribute
towards the support of them, but these works
would neverbe constructed for the convenience
of these parties alone; and for mercantile

men, they are indirectly interested in, and
their profits are chiefly derived from the
products of the country. It is agriculturists,
therefors, who in reality are most interested
in all these means of communication, though
other parties act as if they alone were inter-
ested, and to be benefited by them.

FLAX AND HEMP BR_EAKING AND
SCUTCHING MACHINE,
DONLAN’S PATENT.

The increasing necessity for the production of
articles of export from Canada to Great Britain,
and the interest attachiag to the improved me-
thods of growing and preparing Flax and Hemp
80 as to enable the Canadian farmer to pro-
duce an exportable article which will yield
cash return in this market, has induced the
Canada Company, at a heavy expense, to im-
port from Eugland the Flax and Hemp Breaking
and Scutching Machine, now exhibiting at the

. Provincial Exhibition of Canada West.

*

In order to make the matter more interesting
to the Canadian Farmer, the following particu-
lars on the subject of the growta and produce of
the flax crop have been collected which with a
drawing and description of the Machine is sub-
mitted for general information,

The Canada Company intend to keep the pre-
sent machine, in Toronto in a working state, so
that persons desirous of trying it may do so, and
satisfy themselves as to its practical value.

Tur FarMiRrs® FLax MacHINERY,

- For the:Conversion of Flax Straw into the
Flaz of Commerce without Stecping, Scutch-
ang, or Hackling.

Hemp and Frax Growirs dre infotmed that

- this is the -only discovery ever made by which
-;Hemp: and‘Flax may find ready and. profitable
L.mharkets, .when, divested of seeds, riots, and
. weeds,..and,  without having .recourse to the

wasteful, ‘tedious, uncertain, and expensive

:-1methods of. steeping, «drying, .and mill scutch-
.dng; hitherto in:great use.

Great Britian is_annually paying (as near as
may be) nine millions one Zundred thousand
pounds sterling for Hemp, Flax, Flax Seed, and
oil cake, to foreign nations—a considerable por-
tion of which could be produced in Canada.

There are upwards of one hundred and fifty
thousand ships and vessels, including coasters,
employed in the service of the British Fmpite,
and not even one of these is now supplied from
materials grown within Her Majesty’s domin-
ions. The Hemp trade is now, and has been,
exclusively in the hands of foreign nations.

The Right Hon. Sir_James Graham, in his
Speech upon this subject in Cumberland, stated
that the British nation wanted the produce of
700,000 acres for home consumption alone, and
that the present growth in the United Kingdom
did not exceed 150,000 acres annually.

The following account of flax growing in Eng-
land will be interesting to Canadians—all
amounts are in sterling money.

Mr. Samuel Druce, of Ensham, stated to the
Council of the Royal Agricultural Society of
England, on the 26th of I?ebmary, 1851, the re-
sult of his practical experience in the growth of
flax in_Oxfordshire, and particulary the results
of his last year’s crop, which he had drawn out
fog the information of the Members into a ba-
lance sheet, of expenditure in cultivation, and
realization by sale of produce ; he thought this
statement would satisfactorily show to them the
value of the flax crop, and the attention which,
under present circumstances, it appeared to de-
serve. His property lay on the Oxford clay for-
mation, and the piece of ground on which the tri-
al of cultivation, to which he referred, was made,
consisted of a deep red loam, and in extent was
5 acres, 2 rods, 36 perches.

£s, d
Rent of Lauds at 48s- per acre..eee... 13 14 9
Taxes, at 63. per acre...ccecreercorersnnes 1 14 4
Flax Seed, 13} Bushels, at 9s........... 6 1 6
One Ploughing, at 10s. per acre...eec... 2 17 3
Sowing and Harrowing, at Is. 6d. per
ACTCoeeereernssrareares [ | B I
Weeding, at 2s. Per 2€re waveeeeecsecsess 0 11 5
Pulling i‘lax, at 14s. per acre...ocveeeeee 4 @ 1
Carting and Stacking, at 4s. peracre.. 1 210
Thrashing... veneee B 7 1
WinnowingGe.eseqee secrsessssscsssssnssess 0 12 6
£36 9 9

SALE OF PRODUCE,
Sale of Flax Seed, 116} Bushels,at8s., 46 10 6
Sale of Flax Straw, 12 tons, 2 cwt., 2
qrs at £3 Per toN..e.eueeereoceeesaseeees 36 7 0
Sale of Chaff, at 5. per Acre.veersee 1 8 7

£84 6 1

|

-Leaving.a net.profit of £47 15s. 9d. on the 5a.

2R. 36p., or a trifle more than 5% acres of land

- employed in this tiial of flax cultivation; and




