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NATURAL HISTORY.

. SERPENTS &¢.

Linpzus divides the Amplibia into two
erders, Scrpents amd Repules, The Serr
peut iribe have neither fins, eaxs, nar feet,
and theiy jaws are dilatable, and not articu-
lated. 'L'he construgtion of their buck bone
enable, them to advance with an elegant
sinuous wotian, 1t is conypased of moveable
atticulations, and sups through the whole
gth of the hody. Sowe of the species
Mve the power of rendering their hodies
Tetcetly stiff, which enables them to spring
on their prey with great force and. velocity.

ost Serpents are covered with scales. The
breast and abdomen are surroynded with®
1ibs. Like quadrupedsthey breathe through
%&e mouth, by means of lungs. The head
joips immediately to the body, and the jaws
are so expansible that the asiwals can swal-
low prey. which is thicker than themselves.
The tongue is slender and forked. They
(change their skin twice a year; the old skin
patting uear the head, und the creature
crecpingifrom it by an undulatory kwnd ot
moventent. The colours of the Serpent are,
in general, exceedingly varied and beautiful.

Of the whole number of serpents the poi-
sonous species constitute not more than one-
sixth. 'g‘hey differ from the barmless kinds
in haviug only two rows of true or proper
teeth in the upper jaw, winlst the others
have four; and in baving Jong tubular
fangs on each side of the head, the purpose
of which is to convey the venom from a bag
or receptaclo at the base of these fangs into
the wound made by their bite. A head
wholly covered witly sipall scales, and scales
on the head and bady furnished with a ridge
or prominent middle lipe, are also sigas,
though more equjvocal, than those first
meatigRed. ~: ., v L. .. L

chﬁ,les havg legs, and flat naked cars,
devoid of auricles. Tortoisess Lizards,-and
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BIOGRAPHY.

WILLIAM THE FIRST.

FEw yprivces liave been more fortunato
than Williaw, surnamed the Conqueror; or
were better entitled to prospeiity and gran-
deur, for the abilities and vigour of mind
which e displayed in oll his condact. His
spirit was bold and eatesprising, yet guided
by prudence. His ambition, which was
exorbitant, and Jay little uuder the restraints
of Justize, and still less under these of
humanity, ever submitted to the dictates of
reasou and sound policye Bomin an age
when the minds of men were intractable,
and ungequainted with gubmission, he was
vet able to direat thew ta'his purposes ; and,
pantly from the asceudant of bis veliement
dispositian, partly from art and dissimula-
tion, to establish an unlimited wonarchy.
‘Though not iuseusible to geuerosity, he was
hardened against compassion; aud seemed
equally ostentatious in his clemency aud in
his severity. , _

The maxims’ of his administration were
severe; but might have been useful, had
they. been solely employed in preserving
order in an established government : they
were ill caleulated for softening the rigours
which, under the most gentle mapagement,
are inseparable from conquest His attempt
against England was the last great enter-
prise of the kind, which, during the course
of seven hundred years, has fully succeeded
in Europe ; and the force of his genius broke
through those limits, which first the feudal
institutions, then the zefined policy of prin-
ces, have fixed to the several states of
Chyistendom.

'Though he rendered hidself infinitely
odious to his English subjects, he transmitt-
ed his power to posterity, and the throue is
still filled by his descendants. a proof that
the foundations which he laid were firm and
solid ; and that amidst all bis violence, while
he seemed only to gratify the present passion,
he had still an eye toward futurity. His
stature was tall, and the composition of his
bones and muscles uncommonly strong : there
was scarcely a man of that age whu could
bend his bow, orhandle his arms. lle
died September 9. 1087, sged 63,

- ‘fE;izstcm' Proverh—Thg wise man warms
himself by the same firebrand with which the

Frogs are the principle tribes,

maduian burneth the' tent,

WIILKRE DID HE GET THAT LAW?

In a neat and beautiful city, io ape of
the Northern States, lived a lawyer of emi-
nence and talents, I do net know many
particulays. of his mopal choyacter; but he
was uotorigugly profane, Ile had a pegro
boy, at whom his ueighbers nsed to hear Jum
swear with awful violence. Que day, this
gentlenin met an elder of the Presbyterian
church, who was alsa a lawyer, and said ta
bim : *¢] wish sir, to examine into the truth
of the Christian religion. \What books
would yoy advise ine tavead on the evidences
of Christianity ?’

‘The clder, surprised at the juquiry, re-
plied :—¢ T'hat is a question, sir, which yau
ought to havesettled tong ago. Yoy qught
not to have put off a subject so important to
this late pertod of life.”

“ltis too late,” said the inquirer. *{
never knew much aboytit; but 1 always
supposed that Christianity was rejected hy
the great majority of learned men. I in-
tend however pow to examine the srbject
thoroughly myseif. I have upon me, as
my physician says, a moral disease, undes
which T may live 2 year and a half or two.
years, but not probably longer. What
books sir, wonld you advise me to read

“The Bible,’ said the clder. *

¢ I believe you do not understand’ me,
resumed the unbehever, surprised in lus
turn; I wish to investigate the truthk of the
Bibla.?

‘Y would advise you, sir,” repeated the
elder, “to read the Bible, And, lie con-
tinued, ¢ I -7ill give you my reasons: most
inficlels are very ignorant of the Scriptures.
Now to reason on auny subject with correct-
uess, we must understand what it is sbout
which we reason, In the next place, X con-
sider the internal evidence of the truth af the
Scriptures stronger than the external,’

¢ And where shall I begin ? inquired the
unbeliever, _¢ At the New Testament ¥

¢ No,’ said the elder ; at the beginning —
at Genesis.’

The infidel bought a Bible, went bome,
and sat down to the serious study of the
Scriptures, He applied his strong and well
disciplined powers of mind to the Bible, to
try rigidly but impartialy its truth, Ashe
went on his perusal, be received oceasional
calls from theelder. The infidel frecly re-
marked upon what he read, gnd stated his ob-
jections, Heliked tlx}spn%fe, ke thought
that "touching and beéautitul, but he conld
not credit & third, !



