33

%
Judgment  Themeelves 10 be judaed,
they will yet comstitute a yportion of
Chirist'striumphal provession ashe march.
¢s over the heads of his enemics, and wiil
afterwards enter with hun theEvexiasting
gates. ** Lhe Lord,” we aretol l, » con.-
eih with ten thousand of his suints.”}  In
the 18th verse of the 3rd chapter of this
Epistle the Apostle speaks ot © the com-
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ with all the
saints.’  And in the Ist verse of the 2d
chapter of the 2d Epistle to the Thessa.
lonians, he says : “ Now we buseech you,
brethren, by the comirg of our Lord Je-
sus Christ, and by our gathering together
ualo him.”  God *shall send his angels
with,a great sound of a irnmpet; and
they shall gather togetber his eleet from
the four winds, and rom one end of lica-
ven to anoher”  “Gather my
saints together unto e, those that have
made a covenant with me by sacrifize.”
The saints wili thus form a part of Christ’s
glrrions ‘rain-—that transcendant retinug
with which he will come to judge the
quick aud the dead. What a sigit will
then burst upon the astomished vision !
Then the dishonoured body which had
longg lain in the dust of the earth, will
spring forth in inonceivable beawy, ra-
diant with immortal glory ; and ten thou-
sand times ten thousand, and thousands
of thousands, gnickened as in the twink-
ling of an eye, will crowd around the
Great Judge, weicoming his approadl,
und happy m the anticipation orall the
glorious 1ssucs of the day!

Such seems to be the import of those
words of the Aposile. And does it not
aflord matter of abundant cunsulation
both to believers, and to the relatives of
believers who have faien asleep in Je-
sus? Such is the blessed hope we have
10 animate us, it we wre believers: such
is the consolation we have with respect
to those friends who gave evidence while
they lived that they were believers, and
that they have died in the Lord. ¢ Where-
fore comfort one aunother with these
wotds” Let us be encouraged by these
views, and let us not.suffer even dzath
itselt’ too much to overwhelm our minds,
since we have prospects and considera-
tious like these 1o animate us.  Let us be
indeed believers in Christ, and theu e:
vea death will bea sleep to us: our
souls will be immediately with the Lord,
.and eur bodies will repose in the Lope
:0f & blessed resurfection.

“iIf we pelicve that Jesus died and
rose agail; even so thiem also which sleep
in Jesus will God bring with him."—
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These words were chanted over the rp.
mains of an illustrious personage latel,
committed (o the dust of death  Angif
he sleeps in Jegrs @ if arter alt lis wel
fought battley; by wuich he achieved
such signal ulessings to lis country, and
gave a direction to the desiinies of the
world, he could say: *1 have fougin a
good fight : I bave finished my course:
I have kept the faith:” h-s ashes do jn.
deed sleep inJesus ; and from beneath
that dome—the most avgust mavsoleum
in the world— and when that dome itels
shall have crambled into ashes—thosg
rewains which a nation’s tears have be.
dewed, and to which almost a world's pa.
ecant has done lonour, will come tortk,
redeemed from death --ransomed trom
the power of the grave—1o swell a more
wondrous pageant than the worid ever
saw, and than that—wondrous as it was~
which committed them to their place of
glorious repose.

o
SUSTENTATI%\I?{}QF THE MINIS.

The object of our remarks withregard
to the Sustentation of the Mimsiry wuy
be greatly mistaken, i it be supposed by
any of our readers that they are itend.
ed simply tu secure that men who hod
the office of the ministry shall enjoy a
cunforiable hiving. It is not ior thesaae
of 1he hiving that the oilice has been in
stitu ed, ot 15 (o be valued.  The wins
iry has been appointed especiatiy for tie
benefit of those 1n whose behalt 1ts tune
tions are to be exercised s these ave the
parties who have the deepest interest m
the right discharge of s dusies. Good
talents, a higaly cultivated mind, exten
sive and protound learning, soundness m
the faith, and aptaess to teach, are vala-

le qualifications lor the discharge of
these duties; but tihe possession of the
talent is no guaraatec that it will be
faithtully improved ; and we would bave
no wish to ordain to the office of the holy
winistry a person possessed evea of all
the quahifications which we have enume-
rated, were it evident that his object 12
secking the office is, r.ot the faithtel dis-
charge of its duties, not the privilege of
preaching the glorious gospel of the grace
of Gud, not the high enjoyment of being
a worker together with God in winmng
souls unto Christ and building up b
prople in their most holy faith, but the
securing of a situation in which he might
live comiortably, occupy a respectable
standing m society, and gratity some
mere worldly tastes and desires.



