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vours to promoic their advancement in the
world. Nor were their assiduities contined
to relatives—they wercever ready to befriend
the friendless. By nature philanthropic and
ardent, an living during it period when so-
cial improvement was songht by means of
political reform, they were enthusiastic ad-
mirers and strenuous advocates of the prin-
ciples of civil and religious liberty *

Thus connected with the north of Scot-
land, Mrs. Mackay had, at an early period
of her life, taken a deep interest in the Cel-
tic population of the Highlands and Islands.
It was a warm and enthusiastic attachment
which led her to make so great efforts in be-
half of her fellow-countrymen who had heen
compelled by poverty aud distress to leave
their native land—to which was added, in
after life, the impulse of 2 higher motive—
a concern for their spiritual welfare.

Her mind was naturallv powerful and ac-
tive. as well as benevolent. It was a large
and enlightened benevolence, which sought
the best and permanent interests of her fel-
low creatures. Enducd with no common
huoyancy and vivacity of spirit. and an ar-
dent temperament, she was not to be dis-
courared by difficulties iu any work she un-
dertook.  The kindliness of her nature, and
that power which an ardent spirit exercises
over the feclings of otlers with whom it
comes in contact, generally enabled to ve-
move them all:—above all, her own soul
had heen touched by the Spirit of all grace,
and she felt construined to go on in her
course. But this grace, at the same time,
Ied her to see much defect and sin in the
motives of her condnct, and to complain
that, in what she did for the good of others,
she was more actuated by a mere instinetive
compassion, than hy a single regard to the
glory of God.  Ier reception of the doc-
trines of the gospel had heen gradual—these
doctrines having in her to coutend with the
seepticism of an understanding, not imme-
diately brought to 2 conviction of its own
~venkness.  But as, by thegrace of God, she
came to a more full reception of them, her
whole character underwent a corresponding
change.  Her natural avdour was lrought
under a softeningy, susduing, and resiraimng
influence; and in her latter days. love to
men, and the salvation of their souls, be-
caune morcandmore the predominating prin-

# Late in life. Mr. Mackay became au-

thorofa * Life of Licut.-Genera! Hugh Mac-
kay of Scoury (his distinguished ard pions
ancestral kinsmau), who was Commander-
in-Chicf of the Forces in Scotland. 1659 and
1690, Colonel Comnmandent of the Scottish
Brigade in the service of the States-Gene-
ral, and a Privy Councillor in Scotland."—
Yo a revised cdiuon of this work after the
death of Mr. Mackay, Mrs. Mackay prefixed
2 memoir of her hushand, very interesting
in jtself, and very creditable to her taicats
and literary taste.
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ciple of her conduct.  The discipline of a
death-bed sickness (as will be scen afier-
waris), opened her eyesto see more than
she had ever scen before, that human acti-
ons caunot stand the scrutiny of a holy God
—that there is no righteousness but Christ's
righteousness—and that there could bhe no
salvation, had not God deelared his willing-
ness to save the guiltiest for Christ’s sake.

In ilinstration of her charaeter, and the
Christian principte which guided her, two
cvents of some imnortance in her life may
be stated.  The first of these was in 1837,
when she reccived 2 considerable and very
unexpected accession of private fortune, by
the bequest of une of those whom she and
her husband had hefriendea in early life,
and who had ever felt himself bound to his
parental henefactors, by a warm and affecti-
onate gratitude ; but theaccession gave rise
in hermind to no iden of selt-indulgence, or
large expendituse on her own acccunt. On
the contrary, she avoided such expenditure,
while she entered upon a more enlarged
sphere of benevolence, and scemed to be ve-
solved upon & more entire consccration of
lier substanee to the Lord. No doubt, 2 na-
wurally humane and generous disposition
rendered such a sacrifice, in her case, more
casy; but we have, at the same time, her
own recorded conviction, that “a grateful
recognition of God the giver was a honnden
duty in disposing of the bounties with which
he favored us ;"—* that there was too often
a sinful omission in the distribution of pro-
perty;” and that she felt bound to allot 1
portion of her meaus “ to the furtherance of’
the cternal interests of a very destitute por-
tion of our countrymen,~that God, having
singularly prospered an cffort made to this
end, had therehy strengthened the claim on
the instrument he had so honoured, to spare
1o means likely to advance it.”

The second occurrence deserving of no-
tice, was the deep impression made on her
mind by the Disruption of the Church of
Scotland, aud the line of conduct which it
Icd her, thereafier, to pursue. The princi-
ples on which so many ministers scceded
from the Establishment she thoroughly ap-
preciated ; they approved themselves to her
mint, and conscicuce, and never ceascd to
infiucace and direct her in the future distri-
bution of her means.  ** While (she said) as
a christian and a patriot, I hold mysclf in-
debted to the protesters and founders of the
Free Church of Scotland, of which 1 am a
member, in an amount of obligation to
which money can bear no proportion, I fecl
that, in the circumstances in which I am
placed, it is my privilege as well as my du-
1y, to bestow wmy property on the men, who
by a sacrifice as noble as the reasons for it
were imperative, cast themselves and their
familics on the hounty, or rather on the jus-
tice and gratitude of those who participato
in the valuable resalts of the sacrifice, from
the sufferings of which they arc at the same



