
TIIE EDrJCATIONAL RECORD.

that lie lias mastered firom day to daýy will have become a motive
p)ower~ that lie can apply to everything lie docs, and that, will
onable hlmi to malze the best use of' the opportunities that may
aftcrivards be thrown ini his way.

Teachers of littie experience may not kniow.just liow to prepare
thoemsolvcs to dIo this kindl of work. The prestimption is that
they are ilii to make the effort. An outline of bowv it May
bo donc wvili, th erefore, bu suggestive.

The remarkable deticiency of the maýjority of younlg teachers,
espccia,,lly those who have charge of village and country sebools,
is in literature. A defieieney of knowledge in literature means a
deficioey of kno-,ledg-e in Bnglish. It also means -a dislikc to
teaéehing reading, on thec part of the teacher. A fair knowledge
of a few of our great wr-iteys wviI1 always resait lu makzing the

eangof' Englisb a deligthtfil task instcad of mure drudgery.
A knowledgre of literature, piecked up as a knowledge of reading bas
been, will be of littie bonedit. The non-essentials will atgain tako
al! the attention and require nearly ail the work that is donc.
As, iniga mr the question whether a phrase is an adjectival
or adverbial eleinent may conceal the fact, wvether the sentence
is in grood English or not; so, in literature, a dispute about some
biographical statement may shut out everytbing the author bas
written.

Two miethods of teaehing Englisb literature are followed. The,
older methody whivh consists lu using a manual made up of brief
historical outlines, brief biographies, and brief sciections, bas
been in use sixice 1846. The more recent method, which con-
sists in tcachiing, the individual works of authors witbotit regrard
to the historical developrnent, of the language, bas been growing
more and more popular since its adoption, in spite of the fac.t that
it fails to give the proper surroundings to a literary period.

The great and insuperable defeet of the manual metbod is that
it instructs pupil and teacher about iiteratiu'e and not in literature.
The biographies, of which tbc manual is mainly composed, re-
presdut onle of thbc weakzest departments of literature. Biogrrapby
dýands on thc same level as Travels. I itrchtBography

today occupies a highcr position than it ever did before, because.
thbceriticat faculty bas been largely drawn upon 10 give it cha-
racter and dignity; but bc student, needs to become familiar
with those departments, especially, which illustrate the creative


