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four years. He is forty eighit years of age, solidily built, and a
Ipoverftil and vigorous mati and as bis antce';tors have ai tained
ail extremie aid acre, lie rnay be said ta lie in the prime or lire. 112e
lias becti at sc;i ever since hie wvas one vcQar aid with tIllc excertion
of" rive years w~hici lie spent at sclbool. I-le was Captain of a deep
sca vessel at the cariy age of seventeen. and since that trne lias
cornmandcd no iess than fortv-six différent sb:ps. M-e bas crossed
the Atlantic: one liundredt and seventy-ehilt limes, lias visited thc
Arctic regions on more than onc occasion, andi bas sailcd arotind
thè world a number of timnes. Hie bas biad a varied ind1 valuable
experience, and possesses strong- testiinil, froni the owners
of every sbip lie bias conimancled. I-e is a firrn believer in nature,
and says that if we %vere ta study naturc' more WvC Would Succeed
better.

Captain Bernier's plans for reaching the Pole have recciveci
the strongest commendation from scientists and scientifie Societies
in ait parts af tie w~orld. I-lis plans are mill ;in accord witlb nature
while his canipetitors propose ta battie agrainst tic difliculties of
nature.

0f wvhat use wvilI it be? This is the question uippernîost iii tbc
mmiid of the public, the niîajoritv. rgrdî it as useless fromi a
utilitarian point of viev. Science presents a score (if reasons why
the discoverv of the Geagraphic.al Pale would be benieficiail Ia
miaik:iid. No former- expeditioni lias ever faileci ta yield restilts
af practical as well as scientific valuse. The resuits of scicn-.tific
importance to be derived fromi an examnation of the immense
uniknaon area round the Northi and South Pales are as numiieraus
ais the region ta be explored is extensive. Itiipsibcta

iLs, examination can fail ta add Iargelv ta tic strni of human
lcnowvledg,,e, and iL is necessarv ta beair in mind that the Polar
area is, in marv -iost important respects, af an altogrether special
chiaracter, affordin- exclusive opportuniities for abserving the con-
dition af the carth's surface, and certain singular circsimrstances,
dlue ta the relation of tbis area to the-positian of thc axis of revalu-
lion of the territorial splieroid, andwl ~hicli have ta bc considercd
tiot only --vithl reicren-ice ta the present timie, but ta (lie eartlî's past
history. It nizay 1therefore bce reccivcd as certain Uîat ciscov'eries
wvili be made si aIl branches of science, UIl ex\act nature of wbhichi
cannet bc anticipated.


