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T 11-- brothcrly love of the BaptiSt Clîîirclh did
not crop out ta aIny extent ini the praceedîngs

of thecir late ConventionIii fiact if we mlay judge
froni some af the speeches the denomination is
bccomiig inarrowcer and more exclusive than -ver.
It would perhaps flot bc going too far to say that thc
feling of the Convention or at Ieast the feeling of
sorte nmembers of it seccms to bc more than exclu-
sive-it seems ta bc positively bitter. The other
denominations need flot cantipiain. A narrow, bitter
Churcl is ntever a formidable rival.

A WELL-KNOWN ex-Mayor of Toronto, on
!Xbing asked his opinion the other day about

civic difficulties, gave the following reply:-
The trouble is just ihîs: The men who oughlta take an

active inerest in cvic affairs just seat themsives comfortably
in their armi-chairs, and say. " This and that is badly con-
ducted," when theyîthemselves will flot give any of their lime
and attention t0 it.
This trouble is flot by any means confined to
Toronto. The trouble everywhere and in the
Church as tvell as in the State is that so înany peo-
ple wvho miglit do good s t idle ;a:1d find fauît tith
those tîho are doing the best they can.

FROM the presenit up to the first Monday ofFJanuary municipal reform will bc ane ai the
Ieading questions for discussion. rhere is a funda-
mental question lyinry bclind ail modes of munici-
pal governiment îvhich would stand a little threshingy
out. That question is: Can a good citizen bc
expected ta, devote time and labour ta the goverfi-1
ment of bis municipality and in return receive nath-
îng but generat abuse atid ntespaper scurrility ?
Fortunately for thcmselves somte municipalities have
a sufficient number of first-class citizens who are
tilling to do the wark and pav the penalty. These
municipalities are as a mile weli governed.

BY the death of Dr. Austin Pheclps, of Andover,B the Churcli of Christ loses ane af the most
accamplished and useful wvriters on Ilomiletics and
kindred subjects that this century lias produced. A
prafessar ai Sacred Rhetoric since 1848, he may bc
said ta have given bis lifé mainly ta one class af
work. H-is later publications, "IThe Theory cf
Preaching," " Men and Books " Engiish Style in
Public Discaurse," are the highest resuits af the
highest culture. They arc such books as can be
written only by a distinguished specîalist who has
given his life-time ta bis subject. The men who
most enrich the Chuich are usualiy the men w.ha do
anc thing tvell.

HE flloving recipe fram the Interior may bc
T useful ta same af our readers at the presenit
timne:

We have been asked what tb do ini a case of "Christian
science." We answer : Let it aone. h is a mental malady
which must run ils course, and die ouI af -elf. It was an
epidemic in Boston, and has been in a number af localities ini
the interior and west, where it has since wholly subsided. In
the niost persistent individual cases it does flot last more than
îwo years-usually only a few months.
The best way ta treat many ather "lmental mala-
dies " is ta let them alone tith great severity. The
more absurd epidemics of that kind are, the more
quickly they burn themseives out if rational people
pay no attentian ta them. Theie rmay be exccp-
tional cases ini which warning the unwvary becomes a
duty, but as a mIle it is better ta let absurdity
expose itsclf.QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY furnishes a fine

illustration af the fact that Providence lpsQthose who help themselvcs. When the insti-
tutian declined ta enter Federatian there were grave
daubts in the minds of many Presbyterians as tu
'whether the proper course had been pursued. These

B ETWEEN thîe rush ta the cities and the rush tathe West and Nortlî-West there îîeed be no
doîibt that anc ai thiecoming probleml;fortlic I>resby-
teriaîs of the aIder parts ai Canada will be the cotîdi-
lion1 af the country chumch. Thiat prablein had ta be
faccd b>- the Americani Prcsbyterian Ohurch, and they
solved it in tao malîy casterti Places by slîutting thîe
oId clîurcli tip. Evcrybody knows that the popula-
tion iiin any towvnshiips in Ontario is standing still,
anid in some dcclining. The long calonization
trains tuit go west in àMardi. carry many ai aur
best people. Thecir places ini tlie ad chutrch are
enpty tinless t1ieir farms happen ta bc baî:glt by
othelIerresbyterians. 14vemy iamily added ta a caoi-
gregatian ini Manitoba or British Coluibia may
men an euîipty pew ini saie clîurch iii Ontario or
Nova Scotia. Oi course these changes cannet be
prevented, but a %vise policy may muake thcrn cam-
paratively liarinless. Unless the circumstanccs arc
,Jery exceptional, no nexv station slîouîd be apeiîed
ai l ie face ai a declining population. Consolida-
daon shoîîld bc the motta in aIl places that the
people arc lcavixig, and extension in the lacalities
that are incrcasing ln population. It may bc just
as ise policy ta unite tîva cangregations in some
parts ai Ontario as ta start a nev; anc in Toronto or
Winnipeg. ________

T HE RE should be no dificuity in testing the
gcnuineness anîd strcngth ai the union senti-

ment wvlich is said ta cxist in mast ai the churches.
\Ve are told that theme is " union in the air." There
inay bc. There are a good many things in the air.
What practicai men want i5 îlot union in the air,
but more union ini actiual church îvork. To begin
with there miglit be mucli more union w thtle
denoiniations. Let congre 'gations and mission sta-
tions wvithin a mile or twa be united. That îvould be
union womth sanîetbing. Let no more cangregatians
bc formcd vhere they are not nceded. Toa maîîy
have been formed merely because a smali pamty
wanted ta "'Isplit " or could nat behave thieniselves,
or cauld flot get their own way, or tvanted tc gratify
their vanity by «"munniing " a churcb. Let ail those
wha are ini favour ai union show their zeal and love
by trying ta put an end ta the, ive had almost said,
insane practice ai starting a cangregation an cvery
concession and street, and calling the insanity
Christian enterprise. Then, toa, unity miglit be
greatiy promoted by cultivating a spirit ai unity
ivithin congregatians. There is something almast
grotesque in a man's conduct who speak-s about
union witlî other denoîninatians, but does ixot knoxv
one-third the people îvho sit down %vith himi at the
communion table.

AN important decision bas just been given b>'Athe Supremie Court at Buffalo whicb, if sus-
taincd, ivili makze it difficult for a mother wha
believes in~ the Christian science treatment ta retain
lier children. It appears that the chld of a ivaman
îvho is a strong Christian scientist ivas taken ili
with spasms. rTcm mother refx4sed ta alloîv anyone
but a Christian scicntist ta treat the child. Almost
as a matter ai course the chiid died. The motlier
ai the deccased liad another child, and the grand-
parents took out a writ ai Habeas Campus, asking
for the custody ai the survivor on the ground that
a maother wvho will ot secure proper mnedical treat-
ment lor a chiîd is not a proper pierson ta have chl-
dreti under hier came. The court sustained this vicxv,
and ordcrcd that the chiîd be given over to hiem
grandparents. Assuming tluat the~ facts are as xve
have gathered thzm irom a cotemporary, and tlîat
the decision will hald if appealed against, Christian
science mothers in the State of New York simpîy
retain their children until same relative possessed ai
commaîî sense tries ta bring the littie cnes ta safer
quarters. Chief justice Gaît held the otiier day
in the Kent case that a iull-grown man must
be aliawed ta judgc for himsâf wîvether hie should
or shouid flot be treated by a Christian scientist.
Presumnably bis Lordship wftuld have beld that in
the case ai a chiîd somne other persan wouid be
responsible-a decision exi,.ctly in Une with the one
given at Buffalo.

"E RL-l, doubts %vere shared by somne ardent anid liue-long
fricnds af the aid University. 33y a singular streak
of good luck Cjuecni's' nov finds hiersel thie onlly

ilf ~ C, tbUniversity in Ontario outside of Toronto. Evcry
TORONTO. student in Ontario that docs flot tish ta go ta

Taronto-and there tvilialîvays bc many sucli for
variatîs reasons-will go ta Queen's. Thîe remnovai

ralce. af Victoria ta Toronto wilI give Queen's the ivhole af
s pet lutpe melon 17aste!rti Otntario, xvhiclî tith a faim nuttber ai
S; Na te<,nd' studcîîts froin otlier places just imans that Quetîi's
Ilommblle a,%rivne~t ill bc crm)wded as Qtieen's deserves ta bc.

THE/Z- CHR IS TIANYE XDEA VO UR PRO V/l-
CZAL CONVENTION.

T H E navelty cf a movenient is not in itselfecither
ai commendation or a disparagement. Anti-

quity will nat now sustain a systcm that bas ceascd
to bc usclul and that no longcr commands papular
confidence. New devices for the accompaislment ai
metitorinus wvork are tested by their fitncss and the
methods by %vliclî tlhey arc promoteci. The S'-jcietv-
ai Christiani Endeavnum lias taken vigarou.s root
during thte fev years since its inception. It is buoy-
ant and progressive, and cadli ycar bears testirriûny
ta its growing popularity and usefiness. In some
lc'calit ics tlieme nay have been sliglit friction, occa-
sîolliîîg a little distrust, silice it Wvas an organization
outsidc the deniominations, it mniglit be more or less
ont af harmaony %vitît the government of individuai
cangregations. By the well-dcfinied abjects of the
socit-ty and the explicit dcclarations that it mnust bc
%vithin the cangregatians ini Preshyterian Churches,
andl amenable ta sessions, aIl daubt and apprehien-
sioi -are retnoved. The tact that the miovement so
readily assimilatcs îvith ail evangelicai congrega-
tions, and lias been sa codially xvlcomed shows
that it meets a ivant that tvas generally feit.
lu; adaptability to existing needs is ane af the strong
points in its favour. Atiother is the great ameunt
of real tangible good it has been the means ai
already accomplisliing. Neither is it a doubtiul
henefit that it afflords, as no other mot'ement bas
yet dane, an invaluable mode o- discipline and
practical training ini Christian wvork of large num-
bers ai yaung people, whose fine enthusiasm and
devation mighit have rcmained unused and unde-
vcloped. It lias praved up ta the prescrit that it is
a most valuable factor in modern Cliumch licé.

The second aîînual meeting ai the Ontario Pro-
vincial Union ai the society wvas held in Hamilton
iast îveck at which a large number of delegates from
ail thie principal points in the province attended.
Dr. F. E Clarke, of Boston, founder ai the mave-
ment, was present and contributed much ta thîe inter-
est and success ai the canvention. A number ai
aur praminent pîinistems took an active part in the
proccedings. Public meetings xere alsa held and
the large attendance wvas an indication ai the general
inteiîest taken in the pragress af the saciety. The
only matter that elicited %varmn discussian was thc
relation ai the Epworth League, a Methadist argan-
ization, ta the saciety. This was ater debate and
reference ta, a cammittee satisfactorily and liarmnon-
iauslv adjusted in iawise mamring the fine spirit that
pervaded the entire proceedîngs ai the convention.

From the reports presented it appears that the
number ai societies had doubled during the year,
but as sevenity-four out ai the 196 sacieties had nat
repomted it was impassible ta give a campiete repart.
Thie figures given were as follows - Denomination of
Societics - Presbyterian. ninety-four; Methodist,
forty-eight ; Baptist, tîventy-threc ; Cangregatiojpal,
twcnty; E piscopal, five ; miscellaneous, six ; tatal,
196 societies. Active members, 3,668; assaciate
members, 1,795 ; Church memnbers, 3,500. Propor7-
tion ai active members, 2o.8 ; assaciate members,
92; Church mernbers, 1 7.8.

A vemy intercsting feature ai the praceedings was
the presence and address aiflProf. Henry Drum-
mond. The rapidity tith which hie had ta pursue
lus homeward jaumney prevented bîimom address-
ing other audiences, but as the time ai hais passing
thraugh Hamilton coincided îith the meeting ai the
Convention lie tvas able ta deliver ta the delegates
anc ai bis characteristic and înteresting addresses,
wliich wili long be remembered b)' those ivho had
the privilege ai listenîng ta it. The Convention %vas
pleasant, profitable and inspiring. The yaung peo-
ple will be stiiwuiated by it ta enter an their winter's
tvork with renewed zeal and cansecratian.

THJE YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIN ASSO-
CIA 71ION.

A IMONG valuable modern religiaus institutions
~the Young Men's Christian Association is

deservedly ranked. It bas a distinct and valuable ~
work ta do. There was a feeling that i its earlier
history it was in a measure aut ai s ympathy we
Church arganizatians and that if it wa.s nat axre--e
ganistic, it was at Icast cold and distant in its deal-
ings witli the Churches. t rmay be questioned
svbethem this representatian was at any time strictiy
true ; at ail events it is flot truc now, for wherever
it exists it is in iullcst harmany with* the evangel-
ical Church in aIl its branches. At the present time
there is greater need for the labours of the Young
Men's Christian Association than ever before. Life

locronait 29th. f8g0ý


