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THIE CANADA PR.ESÊYTERIAN.

ne but what may bc trefitcd b>' miilkennarians
vith sotin and impressive eftcct. Tiere
an bc ltle doubt that good inust corne from
ticli discussions. Such aI Conference is in
tsclf a grand tcstiMony to thc systern or doc-
rinGe wvhih is received for man's salvation. 1It
s a proclamation of God's almlighty power to

av.It gives vol ce ta the Saviour's Ioving
tidi entreating invitation: IlCorne tinta Mc."
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MI E have reccivcd a well-writtcn lctter
Vfrom il pcr.èt into whlose hands hiad

nccidcntý-.i', filetî .o. CoYOf thc CAAD
PPES]DYiýRIAN iii which ive publislied twj

tiè pon the aboya stibjccts. The letter,
vîdehi is too long for i iscrtion professes ta
corne front anc of the I tpsed masses. Tuec
tyriter takes uis to task for saying that the
Con férence wvas a " proilounccd sttcccss," Mien
wc hand to rcfcr in ternis of sorrow to, thc in-
'terruption given by Dr. Potts ta the remarks
of Mr. Denovan. lie quates aur remaries
abouta Christian Conférence beirg only pas-
sible Miheni persons of different view, agrc ta
supprcss thiese and to accupy the saint plat-
form of the vast amiount of (rutit whicli they
'hold in common. 1-le gives as bis reasin for
being onc of the lapsed masses, that the
Cliurchcs are so divided. * He puts a case
very tvell in referenice ta aur rernark that if
every Christian wvcre an Andrcw bringing a
Peter to Christ, solid inruaýéd v'ould soon bc
made upon the lapsed .a-sses, b>' saying that
if thecre wevc only onu Anldrew ta bring a
Peter it ivould be 241l vcry weil, but there arc
six Andrws setting upon Peter ail at once,'and each saying, " Corne with mie and I iih
show you the truth."

XVe wislh ta do aur correspondent the ful-
est justice, and ta endr-.,ir to aid hirn in sec-
ing that there may bct a difrroncc af viewv as
to the science af religion, whilc those thus
dis:lgrecing are united upon the art af reli-

ion. For example, hl.f-a-dozcn medical
men arc called in cauncil uipon a case of coin-
licat"d diseasr. Each gives bis cndiag-
asis. One may say it is diàcase ofthe ncert,
nother of the Iungs, anoter of theCri.2
ion, and so on. Thcsv. different vicws dc flot
ccessarily oppose anc another. For it is

vell knoV~n that ènc ai these organs ma>' in-
alve fthc nei-lhboring ciles. But this does
at prevent these physicians frorn uniting in
oing thecir utmost ta save the life af the pa-
ient. Or again, scientiçts niay entertain
ifferent thecories as ta the constitution and
urpose af globules af blood. Each of thern
as his owvn vicw, but they agree ta do thcir
est for anc îvhi is sufferirig front stagnation
fblaod. Thicre- is comirnn graund on which
ey can stand shoulder ta shoulder, and 'vith-
ugiving up lis own theory or unnccessar:iy

arading it,'ý.ch is dcterrnined ta unite with his
rcthiren upori resorting ta evcry expedient ta
cet the case. Consider for a marnent the

-vangelical Alliant.e, -,%iiich unites the Pro-
estant Christians of the wvorid upon the basis
f brother>' love, Thcy agrec upon the fun-
amental, principal that -.ar. is a sinner, while
bey may have many views as ta the arigin af
vil or the imputation of guilt. But thcy
grec in ties, that sin requires a remedy, and

bey arc ready ta point with equal earncstness
a the L&asb of God which takcth away the

sin ai the world. Again, upan thie atoning
:vork cf Christ they arc agreed, ana yet cadli
denornination represcilted iii the Alliance may
hîold ta a special thîcor>' of Uhc atollement
withaut infririging upon, the brotlicrhood con-e
stitutcd by %vliât thicy believe in common.
Or again, the>' hîold by different theories ai
Claurch govcrniment- anc is Episcopal,
ainother 1'resbyterian, another Baptisi, and so
on, but thicy iigrcc ta unite their forces in lig-
gressive îvork uipon tic :vorld and the devil.
It would be fatal ta such a union if every man
wcec insisting upon bis own vicwv being adopt-
cd b>' ail the rest as a neccssary condition ai
union. What is wvanted is ta occupy cammon
grc-und, ta cultivate bratlicrly lave, ta bc in
throbbing sympatiîy îvith anc anotiier, and
unitcd effort ivill .,Io, ta do îvhat thcy ail
agrec ouglît ta bce C ne. Or take the Inter-
national Counicil thiat ivas rcccntly ield at
Becrlin. Whîat :votid aur correspondent sa>'
ai Lord J3eaconsfield if he had occupicd valu-
able time in insisting upon the body timus con-e
stitutcd acccpting the thcary af the British
lirnîted mnonarchy, before praceeding ta the
speciai business for whicli it ias canvcned, or
o; tount ilismarc< demanding the endorsa

uc, i absoltt monarchy as a nccssary con-
di'.uoi bcf'orc thîey cotild proceed ta questions
relatisng ta Tîurkcy and Russia. The pleni-
potentiaries agre ta differ in tbings that arc
non-essential ta the niatter an lîand, and ta
procced ta the task of evolving such a trcaty
as wouid commcnd itself ta the general sense.
And so ive think tlîat a Christian Conference
can be successiully hld by those wvho enter-
tain diffecu' views as ta matters îvbich, îvhilc
essential in cther relations, are non-essential
il% the circurnstaxîces. Pcrbaps Mr. Denovan
erred in baing too scicntiFi.- in the trcatment
-ýf lus special thecme, and ive think it îvouid
have been well if others had followcd the cx-
ampi: ai many, %vho in the presence ai a icît
joy and satisfaction at the thaught ai meeting
thv.'r bretliren on a common platform, werc
ready ta overlook any divergence front their
particular thcary, and ta jc& band in hand
in the discussion af questions ai cammon

ineetan ai great practicd value ta ai the

Wc can assure aur correspondent that there
is a grand brotherhood ai Christians in the
midstfai hir maiîy diversites. The Churches
tiat ivere represented at the Conférence hîold
b>' the anc Saviaur. They are not contra-
dictories, aitbough they may be opposites, ta
use a mathamatical expression :vhich aur
Iearned correspondent ill appreciate. And
ive can safely say as reprerenting the views ai
tic many ministers of différent dcnominati-ýns
%vlio ivere present, that nat anc ai theni %vauld
encourage the abartitvc plan ai half-a-dozen
Andrews gaing after the anc Peter, in the
-manner and the spirit described. If the haif-
dozen Andrewvs tvent aiter the anc Peter, it
îvauid be ta point ta the anc Redener.
Tiiere ivas a ture, ive grant, îvhen much harn
wvas donc by cndeavoring ta canvert a sinner
rather ta a Church than ta Christ. There
ivas a time îvbcn missianaries upon the sanie
field t'îouglît proper ta prociaim Churchism,
rather than the great saivation. The>' wcre
earnest men, too. But ail this has for the
niast part passed away. Wc take it upon
ourselves ta say that were a coitvicted sinner
tai go ta, Dr. Potts, to Dr. Castie, ta Mr. Rains-

fard, to Mr. Dicksoil, or ta Principal Caven,
lic tvouid nat licar a single wQrd about Mati-
odism, or Baptisni, or 1Episcopa«lia-nism, or
Itidepetndcnicy, or Presbytcrian isrn, from anc
or the other af those nîinisters. Ile wvouildbe
led ta tie Szviour. lic would bccommcndcd
ta the Word af God. Prayer sirnilar in spirit
and mecaning wouild bc ofrIered for the ot-t
pouring of the 1loly Spirit. and the mi wvould
bc lait frc ta chioose for imiisei the particu-
lar Clîurclî ta whichi !le rniglt becorne attach-
cd. If lic wcre, iter coniversion, to ask advice
of any anc af these ininisters as ta thec import-
ant mlatters ai doctrine and Ci, .îrcl govcrn-
ment, cacli wvould doubtiess do bis best ta en-
ighitcn him frorn his awn point ai vicv. E t

the anc ai-predomninating purpose of cvery
faitlîful minister %vould be to have the persan
safely in the ark af the covenant. And it is
tipon thîls understanding that wce welcamc
such a Conférence as that wvhicli ias 50 re-
ccntiy licld iii Toronto.

NOTES FROAF NEÀIV YORA'.

N'cw Výork soclcty has bccn thrown into even a
greatcr fluttcr af exciternent at the prospect of the
pramised sermoans or Dr. Tainiaga on "Tha Night
Sideof New York ainc Broaklyn Lue,"ilhan over tbcvisit
ai Dea-n Stanlcy. D)r. Talmaýga announccd bis subjcct
and plan ofopcrationa .1 eck or twvo ago. He asked the
favar if two policcnmcn, and in the cumpany of two of
his cl '.rs hc made~ an inspection or the Il launts of
.'niquhi -» and dons of vice in the city. He bas takcn

cc.pi notes and has miade.. tborougli investigation
of noi nly thc shadows, but the black realities of
ci" hIie. As lie said, Mi task wvas belore him, and he
i,- ded ta plough the fieldi front fonce ta fonce, leav-
ing flot a clod unturncd.

As the first sermon ai the course %vas announccd
for Sabbath 13th, crowvds early turncd their stops
toward Blrooklyn Tabernacle. At least tiwo houts
before the time for service there werc numbors,
enough for several ordinary congrega.tions, waiting «t
the gatcs. On the doors bcing opened the spaciaus
building ivas soon liled ta ovcrdoawing, filling the
street [rom sidevalk ta sidewalk. The Tabernacle
com' iatbly seats S,8oa, but, with the aisies and ves-
tibules filled, it us cstimated théat INr. Talmage ycstcr-
day prcached ta upwards ai seven t1<ousand people
and even thon hundrcds had ta turn aw<ay.

The text chosen was Ezek. viii. 8, 9,1Io: IlTRen
.raid lie unio nie, Son of inan, dig- noe u i le walt:
and wh'en I l:ad digg-d in M/e ivz/I, beho/i ci door.
A nd he sàid unio me, goin l and beho/di Ihe iwicked
abapz inatione fhatthey dlitre. So Iweiii aiidsaw;
and beholit everyforni of creebing /hings anzd abomini.
abe beas t:." This hc took as the charter for his
course ai action, on accounit ai îvlhich hie has been and
is bcing severcly criticised, in sane cases by vile car-
toons.

It cannot bc denied that Talmage has bis fnuits.
Somte people wouid have their feelings hurt at the
laughtcr and applause which a few ai his remarks
eiicited froni part af is audience; others woutd abject
ta his manner ai Ilputting things; " îvbule others ivill
bonestly mourru at his prescrnt course ai action; yet he
is actuatcd by the purest niutives, and tbe noblest
ambition ta rescua multitudes froni the blighting grasp
ai these dons ai iniquiay. He has taken the course
îvhich he conrcivcs ta be the most effectuai, and that
ina face ai the bitterest criticism, -%nd wvath a determtn-l
ation, a powver ai wvil, and Christian zeal îvbuch ehould
cail forth the commendation rathier than the critucism,
ai his Christian brethren; which shouid elicit ieir
sympathy rather than their opposition, their IlGod
speed yau, my brother," rather than raising their
hands ina boly hon or, with their timaraus cry ai dan--
ger. In speaking ai the press, Dr. Talmage said lie
owved it a great debt, for î', afoarded him, a wveek1y
audience of tbrce millions ai people, a.nd sa he was
%viiling ta stand their abuse. The course is ta consist
ai a. serics oi Sabbath maruiing sermons, giving the
details ofibis investigations, ithout bîding the great
iniquities, yet sa as not ta cail a blush ta the check ai
the purest.minded in the assembly, but ta inflame
theo hearts ai the righttous with words îvbich ivili
u-nakc their cars tingie, and rescue ton tbousand af
nien froin going down ta dcath. . 'N.


