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IN TRE NORTH-WEST.

MR. EDITOR,—Through the kindness of Col. Sproat
and Mr. L. Clarke, I was able to engage a tesmster to
drive ma to Battleford. The distance is 160 miles
and it took us four days. The first afternoon we

* drove through a beltof firs. The trees weretoo rough
to ba zawn Into lumbder or to be used for buildlog In
any way, The laad {s light and sandy. The Prince
Albert peopls say that grasshoppers never crossed this
belt and attribute thelr immunity from the scourgs to
this dark green land, As we emerged from the forest

+wo passed over soma light rolling land and then struck
a fine stretch of prairle thatis beiog fast settled, For
ths night we stald at Carlton, and found Mr. Garson
kind and hospitable, From him I learned that the
Indian band, among whom the Rev, Join McKay is
carrving on misston work, are doing well. Carlton is
on the North Saskatchswan, abont fifty miles south.
wost of Prince Albert. For a long time it was the
yearly mecting place of the factors, chief-factors and
other oficers of the Hudson's Bay Co. From the
Mackenzie and the Yankas in the north and the Mis-
sour! and Red River in the south ; from the banks of
the Kaministiquia snd the Fraser ; from the Rocky
Mountaias and the Eastern shores of Hudson's Bay,
ths employ€s of the company used to meet represen-
tatives from London, talk over the buiiness of the
preceding year and arrange for future cperations.
The walls of the rooms seemed redolent with tho
memories of the past. Hera old and trded frisnds
met after years of separation ; the business of the day
over, many a talo was told of hardships endured and
dangers ascaped, There was feasting and song and
story. What was rarest and richest in theexperience
of each was told for the benefit of the company. To
men separated from thelr fellows for years this wasno
ordinary meeting. Bat old times are chapged, old
manners gone. Theglory of Carlton has departed.
The meetings ars no longer thoze of English gentle-
men of the eighteenth centrry, but the meetings of
Gusiness men in one of ous gity offices, and they are
held at Princo Albert, It was from such a meeting
that the ron, D, A, Smith rods when b made the
distance ¢{ 500 miles to Winnipeg in a fittlamore than
four days. he conveyance was a buckbeazdand the
power relays of Hudson's Bay Ca’a. horses, Tbegen-
tieman was tled in his seat, and night and day over
gough roads and smooth the horses flew 2t a
pice that would hava delighted tha heart of Jehu.
When Fort Ellice was reached Mr, Smith saw Chief-
Factor Archibald McDor 'd at the foot of the hill, an
which the fort is built, He said to him “ Bring out
yotr best horses and drive me to Winnlpeg.? *Walt
till I tell my wifo and get my coat® “ No; thn first
duty of a Hudson’s Bay officeristo ~hey.” “ All right
£ir ;? apd tho horses were hitched ; nor did they halt
but to change till witkin the enclosure of Fort Gany.
Tho urgency lay in Mr. Smith’s desiro tobe at Ottawa
to speak and vote inconpection with ths ¢ Pacific
Scandal” case.s

When we awoke next morning we found that spow
had fallen during the night tothe depth of two or threa
inches, The air was not frosty, however, and we
hitched and weyssoononthsway, Tworoadsofiered,
From Battleford the Saskatchowan flows in 2 south-
ezasierly direction to ths ¢ Elbow,” and from that point
porth-easterly past Caslton. Bend the arm, bringing
tbo hand pear the chest and you bive ths course of
the river, Battleford is on the wrist and Carlten
whers the arm leaves the shoulder. To travel yound
tha Elbow wzs to incoease the distance thisty milss;
to cross at Carlton was {o yur. :ho risk of not being
abls to cross at Battleford, In that casa the longest
way rouad weuld prove the nearest way there, We
went by the Elbow. The grass was bumt, and we
were infortacd thet this was the cass for eighty miloy,
We passzd over a splendid stretck of good land with
hero and there a clump of trees, From the “ Long
Tand ® I had baen led to beligva that the Saskatche.
wan constituted the boundary Bitween the prairis and
the forest. It is so at Prince Albert but not west of
Carlton. Msjor Batler has secured a miilion acres of
very snpezior prairie land for an English Colonization
Compsy in tha loop north of the Elbow and between
Carlton and Battlclord. At nooa wehalted fordinner

besida a swamp, and with 3 fow small dry willows
boiled our kettle. While the horses were feoding i

walked on, and ascendlng a hill saw a pond to the
left, covered with ducks, A wily fox was stezalihily
approaching them through thalong grass. Theywers
quletly feeding and moving in his direction, and I have
no doubt his cunning and patlence were rewarded by
a good dinner, but I did not walt %o seatheend. Be-
yond this high ground I plcked up some bumbls bees’
aests, In one of which I counted twenty ote cells,
This I regarded as a goed sign for thacountry, Wild
bees are not numerous {n the North.West, but from
the abundance and variety of our flowers I ses no
reason why heea culiivated in Ontario should not
thrive wers proper care taken of them in winter,

The Elbow was reached after nightfall and the wood
and spring we wers told of ac Carlton we could not
find. We halted beside some willows sad cooked
sapper with some dry branches collected in the dark.
Tho snow being removed I mada my bed on the leo
side of a bush and slept soundly, The morming
dawned clear and frosty and our rosd wasdry. Aler
breakfast I set off on foot to explors the Elbow, Tke
river bottom is wido with extensive sand bars. The
bank is sloping and covered with timber ; the sofl is
light and scarcely it for agriculture, and the pralrie
scamed with buffalo runs.  Ounly a very few yearsago
this largest and finest of game must haveroamed over
these plains in massive herds to have left such trails.
cf course their bones whitesed the plalas in every
direction. The country passed over durlng the day
was hilly and better adapted for pasture than for ralz.
ing cereals, The night was sptat on an open plain
and supper cooked with the atd of a couple of old tele-
graph poles, All next day the river was near on our
right and the Eagls Hills only a fow miles away on our
left. These approached the river as we travelled up
the stream till pear Battleford, we had to cross their
spurs. A number of fine creeks issue from springs
in the hills and flow towards the Saskatchewan.
Timber of large 3'zs lines the road for a considerable

_distance, princlpally poplar, We passed several is-

12nds in the river, a considerable exteat covered with
timber, and from trails about the bank it was evident
that these are yet the homes of no inconsiderabls
pumber of beavers. The sand bars in the Saskatche.
wan are {n some places half a mils wide and the river
meanders through them, looking from the bask an
insignificant stream, though 1,000 feet wide. These
bars shift and the channel is constantly changing,
rendering navigation at certain seasons difficult and
dangerous,

Battleford is situated near the confluence of the
Battle River and the Saskatchewan, Battle River
issses ffom Battle Lake, south of Edmonton, and after
flowing east and north-gast for 500 miles, falls into the
Saskatchewan. For some distance before the rivers
uoite their beds form two sides of an acute angled
triangle. ‘Tho area between is considerably lower
than the land on the opposite banks, but still farabove
high water mark. Both sides of the town plot ate
thus saved by these streams, constituting Battleford
an ideal town site, The land immediately around
Battleford is light, but at a distance of three or four
miles out its character chaoges. Mr. Rae, Indian
Iospector, drove me out alovg the Battls and ameag
the Eagle Hills, and I saw larpe tracts of friable and
fertile loam. The samples of wheat and oats shown
me were very good.  Vegetables grow to a large size
and are of fine fdavour. A better crop of potatocs
than was being harvested on the Indian farm, !
scareely ever saw.  The desirability of the Batileford
district for fatming is evidenced by the namber of ex.
mouated policemen who have chosen that spot as their
bome. From meteorologicai reports the temperature
is six degreas higher than at Winnipeg, Battleford
taking rank with St. Pzaul. The town is small in ap.
pearance because scattered.  On the bottom lands of
ths Battle the Goveroment and Hudson's Bay Co,
erected some of thess buildings—town No. 1. Tha
barzacks of the mounted police wera erected cn the
plateau between the rivers—towa No. 2. The Gov.
emmest House and the residences of several of the
officials ar3 on the right bank of the Battle—~towa
No. 3. Owlog to the ovaflowing of the river the
buildings o3 the flats ere abandoned and 2 new town
is belng erected on the right bask of the Saskarche.

. wan, nopth of the barracks. This promises.to be ths

town of tho future and the rest will likely decay.
Saturday I atranged for services in the hall'in the
Govarament. bouse,.2and on Sabbath morning and
eveniog good congregations assemblod. I explained
10 the people the mode pursued by us In conducting

\

missica work, and anaounted a meating for Tuesday

-evealng for organization, If necessary, Thera was

& good attendance. I found that there were elght
families and suveral uamarried men belonging to the
Presbyterian Church in and around Battlelord, They
were anxious to have a minister among them, and a
motion asking for partial organization was passed
unanimously., A subscription list was passed round
and §46o were subscribed on the spot. Those preseat
pledged at least $500 should a missionary be sent, I
learaed that gettlemeats ace forming at oune or two
polaty about twenty miles from the town, and it was
ovident to me that our Church should take steps at
onice to procure & suitable missionary. The Roman
Catholics bavs a nmissicnary there, and the members
of that body were erecting & commodious church,
There is a minister of the Church of England, but he
is instructor on the Indian Iadustrial Farm. The
Rev. P. Straith, of our own Church, ministered to the
people of Battleford and did good service. At the
expiration of his appointment no one eiss tock his
place, and so for some years this post was abandoned.
Thera is now a prospect of growth for the settlement
and actlon on out past should not bedelayed. There
{s much need of a grist mill in the settlement, Mr.
Oliver, late of Ingersoll, has Luilt a saw mill on the
Saskatchewan, eighteen miles up from Battleford, and
lumber will be sawn thero next spring.  Several beads
of Indians ave settled about twenty miles from Battle.
tord, among the Eagle Hills, and are fast learning
how to get thelr living out of the soil. I took dinner
with one of the families, but [ dare not giva details.
The cattle ranche of the Messrs. Wyld, of Dundas, 1
visited. The location is choice and on the left bank
of the Saskatchewan, Their bherd comprized 3c0
splendid specimens of Durham grades. Many of
them came from Montana and looked leggy. The
Saskatchewan Herald is conducted with great ability,
and is a credit to tho settlement. P. G Lawileis
editor and proprietor. Ofthehospitality of the Battle-
ford people 1 could scarcely speak too highly.
JAMES ROBERTSO,

HOW TO INCREASE THE EFFICIEACY OF
THE ELDERSHIF,

MR, EDITOR,~—It is not my purpose in this papae
to refer to the authority for the Eldership as recog-
nfzed by the Presbyterian Church, nor to point outall
that the office comprehends The subject would be
too extensive and exhaustive, ‘The theme upon which
I purpos2 writing is * How to maks the Eldership
more efficient ;" how the clder’s usefolness may ba
increased. It must be clear to'all observers that the
highest standard has nat yet been attained by thoze
who have been honoured to fill this office, but defects
oa every hand are apparent, arising somretimes from
an improper estimate of the office and sometimes in-
difference as to the responsibilities which it confers.
No ozganized body of Christians bave greater rezson
to jook for blessed results from such officials as the
Church to which we belong. The early trainiog in
Catechism and Holy Scriptures and the general in.
tellizence of our peopla warrant us in hoping for bene.
ficial results, especially when & wise choice has been
madse and men elected to 6l that honourable vosition
on account of their plety, prudence, and intelligence.
The qualifications laid dowa by Paul in writing to
Timothy and again to Titus ghorld be the basis un.
quostionably upon which a congregation shon'd pro-
cead to make cholce of men for this office, and the
influences for good wiclded will be in proportioa as
they come up to that standard.

(a) One of the first requisites in an glder should ba
plety. This qualification will do much alone—~zll
thingselse without this arenothing, What g reproach
it is to a church to have the plety of evan its humblest
members guestioned acd doubis expressed whetker
they are oa the Lord’s side or net.  Bat kow deplor-
able it must be when anything of this kind appearsin
those whoareitslight bearers, ¢ Watchman on Zion's
wzlls,” men who should be models and eranct, whose
example {s pernicions, whote inflaence is hurtful,

{5} ‘A second qualificatign necessary for an elder is
good judgment : this will be obvious when his daties
are considered. He Is an ccclesiastical ruler, a conn.
selloy and guide—a combination that requlrestactacd
iscretion and will put to the test his-best judgmsnt.
Necessarily. ke comes in contact with all classes. of
people, and it is his to éncourage tho{oeblaand Calter.
inz Christian on the one hand, and reprove and ad-
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