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Highted 1o have when the m!nlmttl’:(!vmen(—b!ow out the
Iu\p and let you find your way to bed in the dark.

¢ The penple have very hard times Just now, having loat
thelr crops last year, upun which lhe{'dependul for aliving
during the wintet and summer 3 and having in the majorily
of cases only money cnough to keep them until the crops
were gothered, much want of the bare necessaties of life has
been felt, and almost starvation v & few. s ® .

 The people are willing to give what they have, and re.
celve the missionary gladly, and I am  “rased to know that
many appreciate the secvice of the san tuary as a sphiitual
nfr‘tjshm.c.nl 10 weary souls, and do et attend from wnworthy
motives,

SUNDAY : sRVICES AT THS ISLAND.

MR, EDITOR,—In your issue of the 6th inst, you
have the following sentences in reference to the Sun.
day services on the Island :

** A well known tavern-keeper on the Island has secured
the scrvices of popular clesgymen for a Sablath alteinoon
setvice in his hotel, Thiv necessitates the running of the
Sunilay steamess. . . . . It was a very astute movernent on
the pait of the taveiner at any rate—a big advertiscment,
Loth of his place and his wates,”

\Will you kindly state in your next issue three facts
which cannot have been present to your mind when
you penncd these lines ?

1. The services ofthe “clerrymen” were sof secured
by Mr. Hanlan--the “well known tavern.-keeper " re.
ferred to—Dbut by citizens »f ‘Toronto resident or. the
Iiland. Mr. Hanlan, when asked, very kindly gave
the use of the dining-room in his hotel, and he has
taken trouble to secure the comfort of those who at-
tend the scevices, for which in my judgment, he de.
serves something else than sneers.

2, The Sunday steamers were running for weeks
before these scrvices were begun. I shall be surprised
if the discontinuance of the services—and the action
of the Ministerial Association points in that direction
~have any effect on the running of the steamers.

3. The services were instituted not for the benefit
of excursionists from the city, but for the families res:-
dent on the Island, If there were no communication
by ferry between the city and the island, the need of
suzh ervices would, of course, be greater than it 1s.

I ask yourinsertion of these few lines in justice to
the ladiesand gentlemen who made arrangements for
these services, to the “ well known tavern-keeper,” to
the “ popular clergymen,” and to myself as one of the
offending brethren who have conducted service on the
Island (though 1 did not go by the steamer {).

Asupust gtA, 1880, D. J. MACDONNELL.

HOME MISSIONS IN THE NORTH-WEST.

MR. EDITOR,—A few days ago Mr. F. J. McLeod
came to Winnipeg and has becn giving me some in.
formation about the field in which he laboured all last
winter and spring as you are aware without expense
to the Home Muission Committee. Part of his field
was given to Mr. Wellwood who arrived recently in
the Province. There is yet unprovided for, however,
at least eight townships, or over 288 square miles.
Within this area about yoolheads of families or young
tnen have taken up homesteads, and at least three-
fourths of these vre residing on their land now. More
than one-half of these are members or adherents of
our Church. Thereare,Mr McLeod tells me, represen-
tatives from at least {ifty-two different Presbyterian con-
gregationsin Ontario, Nov.  -<otia, England, Ireland,
and Scotland—most of thera being from Ontario,
What is to be done for them? Dr. Cochrane writes
me in a letter received to-day that unless money 15
forthcoming no mare nusstonaries can be sent out here
atpresent. Are our pcople there to be like sheep with.
out a shepherd, or let to stray away into other folds ?
Others are on the ground and active when their pros.
pects are not nearly as good as ours. The Church
will awake some day to sce and regret her mistake
unless fields of this kind are taken hold of and culti.
vated now. We have been taught some sad lessons
in the past in Ontario. 1 hope we are not, like the

Bourbons, incapable of learning anything. Since
money is the great desideratum in the case, let all
members of the Chusch contribute as liberally as
ssible for this Home Mission work and they willthus
helping such promising fields to get « minister.
The iield I speak of 1s the Beauuful Plains and Rol.

ling River coun!‘?'. JAMES ROBERTSON,
he Manse, Wi

wnigeg, August 3rd, 1850,

BRANTFORD YOUNG LADIES' COLLEGE.

The Rev. Dr. Cochr;ner;ho for the past six years
has been so intimately connected with the Brantford
College, having resigned his connection with it, the

Boatd of ODirectors have passed the following
resolutior.s (= .

** Whereas the Rev. N1, Cochrane has withiawn from his
[ormer aclive and intimate relations with the Biantford
Young Ladies' Colioge, the Voard of Directors beg to
espresslo him their eep tegret and dlupgolnlmenl thereat,
iz tie zenenal interest. of the College at the present time.

*The Boand dexire to place on recont thelt sense of the
obligations the College is under to him for his vesy able and
untiring eforts i the establishiment of the College in 1871.
and for his many eminent and constant services towards it
up to the present time, both as President of the Faculty,
and in the general administration of its affaiss.

“They recognize his swcceasful services to enlistlfor the
College the n{mpa!hy of the Church with which it {s con.
nected, and his able advocacy of its claims to public confie
dence and supposts and they have pleasute in recording
that the name of he Rev. Dr. Cochrane 18 hnked in intimate
awociation both with the establishment of the Institution
snd with the suvcess which has hitheito attended it

PROFESSOR SMITIH'S CASK.

FROFESSOR SHITH ON THE PROCKEUDINGS OF TIE EDIN.
BURGIT PRESBYVTRRY AND JiTy OWN POSITION.

A good many of the Seotch papers have pullished the
fultowlng letter addressed to De. Spence, Clerk of Aberdeen
Fiee P'reshytery, by Professor Robestson Smith.

DRk DR SPreNce, | am anxiousto call the attention of
the Prcsbytety to the ploccedinﬁs of the Presbytery of Edin.
tugh at its meeting this week, in a matter affccting the
jutiuliction of the Aberlcen Presbytery and my peisonal
tights as & member and minister of the Free Church.

1 fieat thought of making a statement on the subject at
neat meeting of Presbytery, but, un tecunsideration, 1 have
thought it best to put the thing in {OUI hand by a letter,
which I shall ask you, as Clerk, to biing before the Presby.
tety. I you think it desirable that members of 1'resbytery,
who at this scason are much scattesed, should have previous
notice of the point that is to come up, you may make this
letter public In any way you choose.

The Edinbuigh Presbytery find ¢ that some statements in
an article of mine on *lehrew Language and Liter are,’
ate cawsing much distutbance and anxiety in Edinburgl. and
throughout the Church, as to their beating upon the doctrine
of inspliation and otherwise.” ‘They, therefore, * sithout
committing thcmselves as to the character of the article,”
ask the August Commission **to take the article into con.
slderation, 30 far as to adopt such steps as they julge fit to
meet the disturbance and anxicty, and to vindicate scriptural
principle.” ‘The position in which the Edinburgh Presby-
tery has placed itsclf by this deliversnce is petfectly clear.
It ‘has made itself the mouthplece of a fama againt me
without inquiring into its ground, and without communi.
cating the matter either to me or to n’\l{ P:csl:]ylcxy. ‘That is
a distinct departure from Church order and the Form of
Process, chap. vil, Further, the Edinbuigh Presbyte ,
to the best of its ability, endeavours to take the matter
out of the hands of my own Presbym. by invoking
the interference of the Commission—a y which has no

wer in matters of discipline. If members of the Edin

urgh PresUytery belicve that I have in this new article
taught doctrines which aie not covered by my acquittal in a
former trial, and which can b~ nroved herctical, they have
& very tlear course open to the It is theic right, and may
be their duiy, according to the Form of Process vii. 3, 4,
first, to acquaint e, and fAas, il need Le, some of the most
prudent of the ministers and clders of my Presbytery, and
therenfier to come to the Aberdeen Presbytery with their
complaint, giving some account of its probability, and under.
ukini te make out the libel. On this course the mind of
the Church would not be distracted with vague complaints;
and the mischief of my teaching, if mischief there be, would
at once 3¢ checked.  The interference of another Presbytery,
ot of the Commission, can contribute nothing to a solution.
It can only operate to reliere individualsof the responsibility
of initiating a formal complaint againstiae, And even this
tesponsibility may legally and regularly be lightened, if the
brethren who censure my doctiine choose to put the matter
into the hands of the Collsge Committee, which is
empoweted to prosecute Professors for heresy befure thar
proper Presbytery.

1 appichend, however, that the brethren of the Edinburgh
Presbytery are not clear in their own minds that they have

ound for action in an ordetly way. This is the natural
Fntcrprcmion of theit prefereace for wrregular action, and
it is confirmed by facts whith canie out in the debate. Fot
it appeared that the mover of the motioa adopted had not
read the article about which hie was ready to entertain sus.
picion, that the supporters of the motion were drawn from
those who, on 2 previous occasion, found heresy in an article
of mine which formed the ground of 2 trial in which I was
acquitted, that ser -ral speakers more or less frankly admitted
that theobjectoft - acilonwastooverturn thedecision of last
Assembly, while otucrs expressed in a most o lar way
their want of cunfidence in the Presbytery of Eberdcc:.,
although in every essential point the judgment of that court
on the previous libel has bec .ae the judgment of the Church.

There was no serious attempt to shew that the article on
 Hebtew Language and Litcrature ™ raises any nex pont
of docutine not covered by the old libel on which 1 was
acquitted ; and 1 am confdeat that nothing of the kind can
be shewn, The publication of the new article 1s the occa-
sion, but not the causc, of the attempr-* fresh agitation.
The real meaning of that agitation is a desire to overturn the
finding of last Assembly,

faving said so much on the action of the Edinburgh
Presbytery, 1 think it due to the Presbytery Jf Aberdeen,
the court to which I am directly responsible in matters of
discipliae, and to which I look {o: counsel and direction in
all my work for the Church, to make a clear staterent of
my « ¥a position, which may help them in whatever action
they arc alled to take in 2he matter,

The main facts as to the publication of the new article
are already before the public. The article was completed

and In the publishers' hands In Oclober last, Sofsras §
was able to calenlnte, 1 had all 1eason to expect that it
wuuld be in the hands of the public soms time defore the
meeling of Assembly, and the ait.cle was written in this
expectation. 1 dn net think that it can be difirult to satisfy
candid mindu as to the eonsiderations which influenced me
in undertaking at that date an arnticle which discussel the
history of the Hebtew Janguage, and so nec2ssatily called on
me (o repeat in a briel skeich my scientific convictions as
to the onder and progressive stages of llelraw literature.
The histury of the llebrew lanpuags ta a subjeet of legitle
mate study which an Encyclopmdia of the scientific charcter
of che Britannica cannot Ignote,  And the subject cannot be
ticated without refcrence to the discovenes of modemn
criticism. At the time when T wiote it was a question
whether persons who accepled these discoveties on thele
evidence, and held them to be fully consisteat with ihe
dncitine of out Conlession, were to be permitted to hold
office in the Free-Church, But it was never a question with
me whether, in order t. remain in the Chutch, 1 shoud
sacrifice my convictioz: as to the truth ot the opinions under
trial. It wan incumbent on me as an honest man to make it
quite clesr that if 1 remained in the ministry of the Fice
Church, 1 did so without plving up anything which 1 held to
be ttue. T had, thetefore, no scruple In restating so much
uf my cilical podition as bore on the subject of the new
attcle——es »ccuhy as [ had had opportunity since the publi.
catton of the article ** Bible™ to explain al Kngth, and in
several rubhuuom of much s are popular form, the grounds
on which I accepted these critical views as innocuous to faith
and thoroughly consistent with our Protestant doctring of
the Waond 0‘} God, 1 did not, and do not, believe that any.
thing 15 gained by uuxing up religious questions with phito.
Iotglcal and literary investigation tnto the text of the Hible.
The M- must be looked at from both sides, and the two
points of view arc mutvally complementary. Each helps
the other, but each has its owa tight and its own method.

Since 1 wrote the aticle on *‘ Hebrew Langusge and
Laucrature,” the Assembly has given & tinal decision on the
questton whether the critical views for which 1 was libelled
ate incomistent with office in the Free Church,  ‘The Church
declines to make these views matters of discipline, and
leaves the ultimate deciston as to what truth they contain
to lutute inquity in the spirit of patience, humiiity, and
brother)y chanty. Tlus decision enabled myself, and those
who hold like views, to remain at our posts with a clear
consclence, and to tetden to work in the Church with fresh
vigour. But having vindicated our freedom in a contest
which was not of our secking, we are now called to use our
freecdom with patience, humllit{. and ‘brotherly chaiity,
The Church does not live by critical discussion. There ate
higher interests and higher tasks on which the mind of the
Church s at one, in which men of all opinions can labour
side by side, and so Iabounng forget the minor differences,
and the irritation which in s petiod of conflict these
differences are sute to produce. For my own \un. feelin
the hand of God, the gravious direction of our Divine Head,
In the 1ssue of Jast Assembly, I secognized tn that issuc a
solemn invitation to throw myself into such depattments of
Chuich work and scholatly rescarch as could not excite
fresh controversy,. but miﬁ: it rather bring me into closer
sympathy with t*:osc who differed from my critical opinions.
I took mmmediate steps before the Assembly closed to
arrange my literaty engagements in accordance with this
plan. Had the result besn otheswise, had the Church
tesolved to closé its doots on critical opinions which inany
of us cannot byt accept as establ'shed by adequate cvidence,
the call of duty would peabably have been to proteacted
controveny. Hut since God in Ilis providence saved
our Chutch from the peril of laying undue testraint on the
consciences of office-beaters, 1, for one, feel that the path of
duty is the path of peace, and that weare called upon to make
it manifest that the new views with which we have been
charged do not make us less earacst and faith{ul in the great
wotk of the ministry in the declaration of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ for the upholding of His Church and the spread
of His kingdom,

1 am sure that the vast majotity of Free Churchmen
accepted the decision of last Assembly in a similar spirit,
thet all parties in the Church are anxious for peace and
unity; that we have learned amidst :he controvenies of late
years that our differences, however keenly felt, do not
destroy a deeper oneness of faith and love ksitting us to-
gether to united work for Christ our Redeemer. 1f we can
continue to maintain this spinit, differences of opinion will
be sinoothed away without angry controversy. In munor
things as well as cssentials, truth wust at leagth prevail,
If we of the critical schoul have gune too far, (resh and quiet
slud{ will surely teach us out mistake, while so far as our
opinions ate true and right, they must ultimately m.ke way
i all parsts of the Church by the force of their proper evee
dence. If the more wunservative past of the Churth is
willing to exercise Eaticncc. faith, and charity enough to
leave the matter to this issue, as the finding of last Asscmbly
directs, 1, on ny patt, am most anxious that no acticn of
mune shuuld try theit patience ar necalessly offend therr cone
scientious zeal for the purity of our Scriptural dusttine; and
I trust that the present statement has made it plain that I
accept the decision of last Assembly with all loyalty, and
have given it immediate cffect by so arranging my studies
and plar, of literaty work as to give the Church a respite
from cmical conuuvcn{;, su fat as 1 am cunccined. In
saying this, T do not wish to shrink from full responsihity
for the statements of my new article, but T wish the Pres-
bytery to understand that he appearance of the volume
immediately after the Assembly, was not of w1y sceking, and
that while I should have been glad to sece the article in the
hands of the Eublic before the Church’s final decision, 1 am
really sorry that it came out just afier that decision at a
moment when the reassertion of my critical views was unneces-
sary for the maintcuance of my own position, and might seewn,
though it was certainly not intended, to be gratuitously
initating to a scetion of the Church whose cunvictions [
desire to treat with all respect even where my view of truth
differs from theirs.—I am, dear Dr, Spence, yours very truly,

Abexdeen, Fuly r7th, 1880. W. ROBERTSON SMITIHL,



