
OUR SOCIETY.

FATHER PROUT'S FAMOUS SERMON.

lE lire fnot skihled in logic, lier, ixidmde, amything eIse tlint I
ktiow of, cxcept playing liturley-burley imn tlîe fields, VLkatîîing- :ît
cands in publie Ilioses for hînîf 'gtîlons of porter, :atd dcfraltding
vounr clargy of' their lan~fmîl dues, and, whlat ieq worse, fherc i8 ne
use iii tliryilîg te drive legie ilito ye'r hieads, for indccd, thiat woîidi
be thie fulfillin' of' atiothier text tlint sîmahes cf tlirowing peaZr',3
l>eforc pigs.

B3ut if ye did ktiow logie-whicî ) e doii't.-ve îvould peraîiv'e
tîmat fliîjme nagc which I hlave quotcd nîîturally divides itself mbt
twobach.

'rite first involves "I tic givin,'" flmat is nattirally aîîd -ylegllti-
cJilly ivla:ît ye otaght; Io do:. and fice second i»vo]ves Il the pour,"
timat is flic recaivers of flic gfs or the persons te whorn ye goughît
tu -ive it.

First, thon, as to flite givimîg. Now it stands te raison that as
the Scripture say8, "l The blind cmîn't lead the biind," because may
bc the po.. thiîîgs weuld fali imte tile bog lioles and get druwîicd.
Se, thcugh fîmterc is wetîderful kindluess te aich oflier aiongst theîn,
iL is nul tu bu expected tue Il pour cati griic te the poor." No, the
gVivers nitst bu the people wlie have' soinethitîg te give, wvhich flic
peur have flot.

Satie cf yc wvill thry and get off on titis liend, and say, - It is
glîtd cnough ye'd give, but that, reahly yo can't afl'erd it." Can't ye
if yo make up yc'r tîinds, any one of ye, te give tup a single gliass
ef qierits cvery day of' ye'r lives, sec wlîat if ivili coulc te in the
course cf a venir, and devoto timat to fhe Cliurchi-thit is te the
clargý,y-atîdl ht iih bc more titan soine of the wvcl-to-do farmuers

r whomu I have iu ny oye ait thi3 blesscdl moment, have hiad the hicart
te gve m durngthe hast twcelve uîontiis, bad luiol< te thiie. Why,

as litl sapenny a day coineS te miore than thirty shillings a
ycar, anîd even that iiagnificent trifle 1 havcn't; got freint soue oi'ye
th:it have the tnias.-, and oughit te have knowvn better. I don't
watît tu inintien atîy mlines, but Ton M1urphîy, cf tlic Gien, l'ni
af'ramd I shail bc compehledl Io naine ye befere the hîovh congTreptîion
soîne day before long, if' ye don't pa cap ye'r lawftil ducs. I won't

* say more new on the. subjeet, as "-a nod is as good as a wink ta a
* ixiare wivhen shc's blind."

Now, WC have discovered whlo shieuld bc the givers. Tlîere*s
ne doubt about that. TIhe next thîing WCe must discover is, " M'lie
is te poor ?" The ivhso1e tnatther dipinds on that. I dare say,
ignorant as yc arc, semne of ye îviil think ifs the beggars and tie
cril)ples, an.d the blind travelrs, whîe conithrivc te get th rougi thie
lenli and breatlî of the counthry, guided by Previdmîce and a
littie do« tied te thecir fingers by a bit cf string. No, I dun't Watt
to say enae word about that sert e' cattie, or te injure thein iii tlîcir
honest callin', God hîelp fhiem-its tUjoir trade, tUîcir ostate, their
occupation, teir businecss te beg, just ais inuch as it is Pat Nic-
Carthy's te faihor, or Tcmry Smitlh's te itakoc carîs, or Toni M1urphy's
te soc herses, or Dan Cuttem's te muako pothîcen, and mny busitîess
to pt'aich serions, and save ye'r sowls, ye hiathens.

But these are net thie poor nieant in the Scriptures. Tlîey'me
tsed te beggin', and Il for one, wouldn't be the man te disturb,
fient in the practice fer thcmn andc thîcir hicit's, fer ever and over.
Ampn.

MNay be, ye main speritcdl creatures, seule ailloli- ye iii say
Its ourselves is thie peor." Indade thon it isn't. I>oor enougli

-n ni niggardhy enouglt ye arc, but yo'r net tie poor continîplatcd
býy liowhy 'Moses. Siure ifs yo'r nature te toil, shuro its vhiat; ye'r
accustomcd f0, thîcrefore if anyono ivere te -ive. anything te ye, hoe
%veuldn't bc linding te the Lord in tue slightest degrc, but bc
throwinîg away his mîîency ati complafehy as if hie lint it upion the
scirify cf flie land tlîat's covercd by flic Lakes cf Kilhariicy.
Dou't flatthier ycrsclvee, any cf ye, for a monment thxat vo lire the
peer, I cati tell yc thiat ye'r nothbng of' tîe sert.

r Noîv tbcn WC have found eut wvho ehiould hc the givers. Ihere's

nie istake about that. liaidon and logic imite in dcclaring? every
one of yc, luin, wvoian, or cliild blhould give, and tstrnin a point te
do if liberally. Next, %vc linve nsccrfaineI flhat ite the poor who,
bhoîîld recitive wl-lt Yc give. Tlîirdly, ivo have iseccrtainied %%1,,
arc No'r 'die pour.

Lastly, %va must dascover whci are flice pool-. Le* aichi on! ait

vo puit on his considerin' cuii) and thinkl. Wacll, I have paut3ed tîii
vo tnight do it.

Shauxus O'Beiiie iii a knowlcdg'eabce maai compaî'ed with fime
bul< of ye. 1 %vonder whether ho lias discovcrcd l wlîo' are tilt,
poori' Ie staikes lîis liead, but flecre isn't maîchî iu thalit. N%»t:î
tieun, yc give it up. Ye ]nive it to file to cnliglitcn y'all. Shutrc,
then, tu ye'r bshamie, ye shall kneow it's tic Clargy thaït arc lihe
poor. Ah! ye percative it now, d'yù? flic liglit cornes in througi %-(.r
tliick ekîilis, dors it? Yes, it, nme aixd me brithîrin is the '~o
WVc gain our bread, course enougli and dry enoughil it usualiy iý,
by fillin' yu with .4peritual foed, and judging niow by the congre:î.
tion before nie, its ugly uxcutiis ye have te recaive it. WVe fol Imut,
ucither do we -pin, but if S1olomnon in ail bis glory wvas nlot arraveil
better titan wve arc, imstead of' bain- clotlicd in ermin and fine liniet
ils mlally a finie lîe'd bc wcarin tue thread-barc blaclc coat, witie
flic sains and out )' tile cîbovs.

lit is flic opinion of tue înost Inrnd schiolars and Docturs ut
Divinitv, as laid dov'aî before flic Couneil of Tront, that the trawi-
latiomi of the words «" the poor " is; not sufficiontly exact iu regard
to lits truc niaining. Tiîey rcconnend tilat; for thîe words Ilth

o or " s hould put the words '' the Clargy." Tmus coriecîrtd
dieu, flic translation would read "Ife wlio gives f0 the Clairgy Iimîds l,
tlic Lord," which no doubt, is flic very pI'oler and undilutcd Scripture.

The wvords of the text bcing thus settlod, and yc liaving hacard
the explanation of it, now for the application.

L-i-t Tliursday was a wveek since I3artlcmnv Pair, and I %vent
dowim to buy a horse, for tlîis isz a large parisli, and mortification air]
fretting aîîd fiteing, have pufl'ed nlie Up sO that, God help nile, i i,
little able ain 1 te walk about te answor ail the sickncss, tg, $av
notiing of tho btations, the weddin's and the chrisuetîs. W'ehl, .
boughit the horse, and it cost; nie more than I cxpocted, se there 1
stood wvitlmout i pienny in nie pocket afier I lind pabd tho dailer. Il
rained cats and dogys, and is 1 ai), so poor, tinat 1 can't afford t,
buy a groat cent, I got wct te flic skin in Iess than ne trne. 'Thiur
yc wcrc. scores of ye, iii flic public housos, with flic windows ail up
duit the woî'Id inighr sec yc aiting and (hrinking ae if it were fora
wager, and the divil o' one of yo had the grace to say "Faîtliia
Prout, hlave ve got a inouth on vc'r faice ?" and filoe 1 rnight lîaii
stood iii the raiti until this biessed nour (thart is, suppesing it lia]
ceutinuied te ramn until now) if 1 had't been pickcd up) by Nrl u-
RZoche, of ICildemon, rii lioncst genîtleman and a hospitablo mua, i
mutst say, althoughl lie i8 a Protestitnt. I-le took nie to bis iî,
,and there te yc'r eternal shamie and disgrace, ve vilhiins, I got a!
full as a fick, and Mun liad te send me home in lais own carriar-(.
wliich is an evcrIasting sham ealo e-lo eogt lcI.
Cliurch. New, 1 s ye, îvhich bas carricd eut thie toxt? le, %vli
didn't offur aile even a poor tunîbler e' punch at tlîo faim, or ýL
Roche, whîo teck mie honme and fill2d me with the best of aitimîg zl
driingii, and thin sent nie te tue owna lieuse in blis own illigxe
carrbagc-whoe lias fulfilcdi the Seripturo ? WVho lint te tic Wd
by giving te his poor clitay?

JIemneiiber, the trne wbll coîne wvien I iust give an accounw
yc's all-%%hait cna I say, thon ? Wen't I have te hmang down
hcand in sîmane on ye'r accounlte ? 'Pou rme conscience, it wonl't ficn
surprise nie unless yc greatly nîind ye'r ways if yc and Mýuu loI
wvon't have te change places on that rucînorable occasion-be fioe.
alongside o' me, as a frbend who always tmaited the poor wcll Ini t~
îvorld, and ye in a certain place, which 1 won't particularly ininti,
now, cxcept te hint that its precieu9 littie frost and snow yei hant
there, but quite the reverse.

Iiowiver, ifs nover fo 0O ate te mind, and I liope t hnt tlîis dm5r
weck iLs quite another tale l'il have te tell of yc's ail.
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